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Duterte and Marcos,
According to Diokno

SACRAMENTO, Calif. 
— There’s a new cam-
paign to help stop AAPI 
hate. That, specifically, 
means taking a stand 
against racism and vio-
lence towards people in 
Asian American and Pa-
cific Islander communi-
ties.

The Laban group, a Fili-
pino ethnic media col-
laborative, presented 
the new anti-Asian hate 
awareness campaign to 
the public at the Califor-
nia Museum in Sacra-
mento, Friday. 

Four community orga-
nizations make up the 
group, including the 

MONTEREY PARK, 
California — In the foot-
hills of the snowcapped 
San Gabriel mountains 
lies this city of 65,000, 
home to one of the big-
gest Asian diasporas in 
the United States.

It is a community now 
enveloped in grief after 
losing 11 of its elderly 
residents to gun violence 
this week.
   The Year of the Rabbit 
was supposed to usher in 
a period of luck. Instead, 
five men and six women, 
enjoying their twilight 
years, were felled by a 
deranged gunman who 
denied irrevocably their 
wish to welcome the Lu-
nar New Year.
   Meanwhile, relatives 
and friends are mourning 
the death of 68-year-old 
hotel worker Valentino 
Marcos Alvero, the lone 
Filipino fatality in the 
massacre at Star Ballroom 
Dance Studio here on Jan. 

Anti-Asian hate awareness cam-
paign launches in Sacramento

California leads the nation with the most AAPI hate incidents reported, with more than 
4,300, according to the nonprofit Stop AAPI Hate.

Asian American Libera-
tion Network, Bulosan 
Center for Filipinx Stud-
ies, Everyday Impact 
Consulting and Philippine 
Fiesta. The group formed 
in 2022 to help amplify 
the Filipino American ex-
perience and response to 
racial violence through 
media in the Greater Sac-
ramento region and sur-
rounding areas.

Together, the Asian-led 
organizations are using 
the new awareness and 
education campaign to 
support Filipino commu-
nities, specifically in Sac-
ramento and Stockton. 
It includes photos, data, 
help lines and strong mes-
sages tackling AAPI hate, 

like ‘Stand Up To Anti-
Asian Hate’ and ‘Stron-
gest Together.’

“This is a crucial and 
significant issue that’s 
impacting our lives,” 
said Vince Sales, CEO of 
Everday Impact Consult-
ing. “We wanted to make 
sure that people have the 
resources that’s available 
to them in case they’re 
victimized by acts of anti-
Asian hate and violence.”

There’s been a significant 
spike in harassment, ver-
bal abuse and hate speech 
towards AAPI communi-
ties since the beginning 
of the COVID-19 pan-
demic. 

‘THE TIME OF THEIR LIVES’ A makeshift memorial for victims of a mass shooting on the 
eve of the Chinese New Year is put up at Star Ballroom Dance Studio in Monterey Park 
where they were killed. Valentino Marcos Alvero (photo second from right) is the lone 
Filipino-American fatality.

California shootings 
raise specter of 1930 
anti-Pinoy race riots

21, the eve of the Chinese 
NewYear.
   The alleged shooter, 
Vietnamese immigrant 
Huu Can Tran, had shot 
himself dead when po-
lice found his white van 
the next morning in the 
city of Torrance, about 45 
kilometers southwest of 

Monterey Park.
   Just two days after the 
tragedy, another mass 
shooting was reported this 
time in the city of Half 
Moon Bay in San Mateo 
county, where a Chinese 
immigrant opened fire 
at two mushroom farms, 
killing seven, includ-
ing five Chinese—four 
of them in their senior 
years.
Parallels, contradictions
   Last week’s killings in 
California is being traced 
by a group of Asian-
American historians to 
a murderous race riot in 
1930 that targeted Fili-
pinos. They held an on-
line forum on Thursday 
night (Friday morning 

in Manila) to mark the 
93rd anniversary of the 
murder of Filipino farm 
worker Fermin Tobera, 
who was 22 when he 
was shot dead by white 
rioters.
   The participants pre-
sented for discussion 
historical parallels and 

contradictions between 
that chapter in history 
and the two mass shoot-
ings last week.
   About 536 km to the 
north of Monterey Park 
lies the city of Watson-
ville, the scene of the 
so-called anti-Filipino 
race riots of 1930 when 
an angry white mob at-
tacked Filipinos for al-
most a whole week from 
Jan. 19 to Jan. 23.
   
The outcry over To-
bera’s murder on Jan. 22 
that year pressured the 
United States to consider 
independence for its only 
colony in Asia, eventually 
granting it in 1946.
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Editorial

BY RANDY DAVID

Thirty-nine years 
ago, the op-
position leader 
Benigno “Ni-

noy” Aquino Jr. ended 
his three-year exile in 
the United States by 
coming home. Aware 
that a death sentence 
earlier issued against 
him by a military tri-
bunal could still be 
enforced, he expected 
to be arrested upon 
his arrival in Manila. A 
dozen government se-
curity forces boarded 
his plane, picked him 
up from his seat in full 
view of the other pas-
sengers, and, using 
a side door, escorted 
him down to the tar-
mac. There he was 
killed.
Ninoy had written a 
speech he was supposed 
to deliver upon his arrival. 
In it, he wrote: “Six years 
ago, I was sentenced to 
die before a firing squad 
by a Military Tribu-
nal whose jurisdiction 
I steadfastly refused to 
recognize. It is now time 
for the regime to decide. 
Order my IMMEDIATE 
EXECUTION OR SET 
ME FREE.” (Caps in the 
original text)
   
The charges against him 
hinged on his alleged 
membership in the com-
munist movement and 
the supposed plot to 
overthrow the govern-
ment. This he staunchly 
denied in his undelivered 
speech. “I was sentenced 
to die for allegedly being 
the leading communist 
leader. I am not a com-
munist, never was and 
never will be.”
   
No one expected that the 
death sentence hanging 
over his head would be 
carried out so swiftly and 
so brazenly. Except Ni-
noy, who had an uncan-
ny premonition of what 
might happen. It could 
happen very quickly, he 
told a group of reporters 

The day that marked end of Marcos dictatorship
before embarking 
on his final journey.
   
But, given the situa-
tion the country was 
in, it was for him a 
small price to pay. 
“The nation-wide 
rebellion is escalat-
ing and threatens 
to explode into a 
bloody revolution. 
There is a grow-
ing cadre of young 
Filipinos who have 
finally come to re-
alize that freedom 
is never granted, it 
is taken. Must we 
relive the agonies 
and the blood-let-
ting of the past that 
brought forth our 
Republic or can we 
sit down as brothers and 
sisters and discuss our 
differences with reason 
and goodwill?”

The last sentence rein-
forced the suspicion that 
he was coming home to 
sit down with Marcos to 
persuade him to talk to 
the opposition and jointly 
find a peaceful way out 
of the political impasse 
that was threatening to 
explode into a bloody 
civil war. Who is he, I 
remember some people 
asking, to speak for the 
opposition?
   
But Ninoy had a firm 
grasp of the political cul-
ture, which allowed him 
to see the political crisis 
not so much as a danger 
but as an opportunity. His 
long years in politics had 
taught him that even the 
bitterest of political en-
emies could defer to each 
other and talk like friends. 
He had known Marcos for 
a long time and this made 
him confident that, if he 
could just get a chance to 
talk to him one-on-one, 
he would be able to per-
suade him to loosen his 
dictatorial grip and ac-
cept a transition plan in 
which he would have to 
share power.

He sensed that Marcos 
was facing the classic 
problem of all dictators: 
how to end the emergency 
that legalized the imposi-
tion of martial law and 
gradually move toward 

political normalization—
without signaling weak-
ness or vulnerability. In 
other words, how does 
he who rides a tiger dis-
mount without ending up 
in the beast’s belly?
   
Marcos might have 
planned for an eventual 
transition as methodi-
cally as he had plotted 
the imposition of mar-
tial law in 1972. But, at 
66, which was how old 
he was in 1983, he most 
likely didn’t expect to be 
as physically debilitated 
as he felt after undergo-
ing a kidney transplant 
procedure. Ninoy saw 
that Marcos had run out 
of time and that his op-
tions were closing one by 
one.
   
It would be fascinating 
to ask what would have 
happened if Ninoy had 
not been assassinated, 
and got his wish to have 
a long discussion with the 
ailing dictator, his frater-
nity “brod.” The meeting 
would have been cordial, 
perhaps even warm. There 
might not have been an 
easy agreement on what 
to do next. But the politi-
cal and economic crisis 
that put the country on the 
brink of civil war could 
have been averted.

But people do things with-
out thinking of the larger 
consequences. Whoever 
planned the killing of Ni-
noy — and to this day, 
we are still not certain 

who they were — did 
something either stupid 
or masterful. Stupid as in 
rashly acting out of panic, 
and masterful as in creat-
ing the precise conditions 
to bring a situation to a 
head. In any event, no one 
would have anticipated 
the peaceful civilian up-

rising at Edsa that 
led to the ignomini-
ous fall from power 
of the Marcoses.
   
Ninoy’s tragic death 
exposed the fragility 
of the economy, the 
cracks in the seat 
of power, the fault 
lines in the ranks of 
the opposition, and 
dissensions within 
the military. The 
assassination of a 
prominent politi-
cal figure focused 
global attention on 
the human rights vi-
olations and atroci-
ties committed by 
the regime. Ironi-
cally, despite his 
protestations about 

being tagged a commu-
nist, Ninoy’s death gave 
the communist move-
ment an influential seat at 
the table of middle-class 
protest.

Instead of paving the 
smooth transition to a 
constitutional govern-

ment, the scheduled May 
1984 Batasang Pambansa 
election became a fierce 
battleground between the 
Marcos regime and the 
boycott movement that 
took to the streets in grow-
ing numbers. The call to 
boycott the 1984 election 
created a fusion between 
the middle-class-led par-
liament of the streets and 
the underground move-
ment’s peasant organiza-
tions that emerged from 
the countryside. It was 
the highest point in the 
life of the Maoist CPP-
NPA-NDF. They, how-
ever, misread what was 
going on at Edsa in late 
February and made the 
fatal mistake of staying 
away.

Without Ninoy’s supreme 
sacrifice of his own life, 
the Edsa revolt might not 
have happened, and the 
Marcoses might not have 
left at all.

President Ferdinand Marcos and his wife Imelda stand on the 
balcony of the presidential palace in Manila after the elections 
on February 24, 1986 and celebrate his alleged election victory. 
Only a few hours later he resigns and flees into exile in the United 
States.

This day in February, marks my 46th year since immigrat-
ing to the the U.S. from the Philippines.  Young and naive 
at barely 18, I couldn’t help now but to reflect and be grate-
ful of what those years have made me become.  Besides 
my personal accomplishments, the very one thing that I’m 
most proud of, is the continues love and support of my fam-

ily.  We’ve withstood the test of time together with love for one another, 
which allowed us to face many challenges living our life away from home. 
As they say, “Love Conquers All”.

As shocked as we all have been with the recent mass shooting at a dance 
studio in Monterey Park, killing eleven people, where they are supposed to 
be having fun celebrating the Lunar New Year.  It makes us wonder what 
was going through the lone gunman’s mind when he committed the crime.  
As we’ve heard, however accurate that is, he’s gone through tough times 
in a recent divorce.  He probably felt isolated, losing the love of his life.  It 
makes us realize that love can also ruin everything.  It make us feel desert-
ed, turn love into hate, and make our life not worth living anymore.  May 
those who lost their lives Rest in Peace.

These last few months of Philippine Fiesta News publication is devoted to 
Stop Asian Hate Awareness, in association with the California State Library 
and the Laban Group, which includes the EIC, ALN, Bulosan Center, and 
the PF News.  Let’s remain cognizant of this movement.  Read on the fol-
lowing pages to see what we are doing to fight this ongoing problem, affect-
ing us all in the Asian community. 

On a good note, cheers to R’ Bonney Gabriel as the first Filipino-American 
to represent Texas and win the Miss Universe crown.  With heartfelt grati-
tude to our dear friend Elton Lugay, for sharing his article, of his New Or-
leans coverage of the Miss Universe Beauty Pageant. 

Love above all.  Happy Valentine’s Month everyone!

With love always,
Dinnah San Pedro
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BY RALF RIVAS

/ Philippine Daily Inquirer)

MANILA, Philippines 
— US Defense Secre-
tary Lloyd Austin III 
on Thursday said the 
Mutual Defense Treaty 
(MDT) between the 
United States and the 
Philippines has been re-
affirmed, highlighting 
the importance of the 
pact as China “continues 
to advance its illegiti-
mate claims” in the West 
Philippine Sea.

Austin made the pro-
nouncement during a 
press conference after 
meeting with Depart-
ment of National De-
fense Secretary Carlito 
Galvez Jr at Camp Agui-
naldo in Quezon City.
   “Today, Secretary Car-
lito Galvez and I also 
reaffirmed our Mutual 
Defense Treaty commit-
ments,” Austin said.
   “This is especially im-
portant as the People’s 
Republic of China con-
tinues to advance its il-
legitimate claims in the 
West Philippine Sea,” he 
added.
   Austin said the two 
countries discussed 
“concrete actions” to ad-
dress “stabilizing activi-
ties” within the Philip-
pine waters.
   “And we note that the 
MDT applies to armed 
attacks on either of our 
armed forces, public ves-
sels, or aircraft anywhere 
in the South China Sea or 

‘President Duterte is not 
as engaging as President 
Bongbong [Marcos] with 
the rest of the world,’ says 
Finance Secretary Benja-
min Diokno

From managing the gov-
ernment’s budget, col-
lecting money, and cali-
brating monetary policy, 
Benjamin Diokno has 
done it all.
   Diokno has served four 
presidents. Before be-
coming President Ferdi-
nand Marcos Jr.’s finance 
chief, he was former pres-
ident Rodrigo Duterte’s 
budget secretary and cen-
tral bank governor.
   Diokno also initiated 
reforms during the presi-
dency of Joseph Estrada, 
including the simplified 
system of fund release 
for the General Appro-
priations Act. During the 
presidency of the late 
Cory Aquino, Diokno 
provided technical assis-
tance to reform programs, 
including the 1986 tax re-
form.

Person, Human, Hand
Having shaped Philippine 
economic policies unlike 
any other official, Diokno 
probably has a lot of an-
ecdotes about the leader-
ship styles of his former 
bosses.
   In a forum organized by 
the Makati Business Club 
on Friday, February 3, 
Diokno said that there’s 

California shootings raise specter of 1930 anti-Pinoy race riots
“The similarities are there, 
and they are not so hid-
den,” historian Oscar Pe-
ñaranda of San Francisco 
State University said about 
the past and recent events.
   Acclaimed author Karen 
Tei Yamashita said: “His-
torically, the dance halls 
were the only form of 
entertainment for single, 
young and lonely Filipino 
men.”
   Affirming that point, 
poet Shirley Ancheta read 
a poem by her late hus-
band Jeff Tagami that was 
inspired by Tobera’s death 
and that contained the line: 
“Yes, a man gets lonely, 
but he has to do something 
to stop from going crazy.”

Duterte and Marcos, according 
to Diokno

PH, US reaffirm Mutual Defense 
Treaty commitments
BY JOHN ERIC MENDOZA

Philippine Defense Secretary Carlito Galvez Jr. welcomes  
US Defense Secretary Lloyd Austin III in Camp Aguinaldo 
on Thursday. (Photo from the Department of National De-
fense)

a “big contrast between 
Duterte and Marcos.
   “There’s a big contrast 
between president Duterte 
and President Bongbong 
[Marcos]. President Du-
terte, he is more focused 
on peace and order and 
he assigned the economic 
affairs to his economic 
team. He doesn’t want to 
travel abroad,” Diokno 
told business leaders who 
attended the forum.
   Diokno also highlighted 
that Marcos, so far, has 
traveled eight times to 
meet world leaders.
   Unlike Marcos, Diokno 
said that Duterte did not 
care about Europe.
   “[Duterte] didn’t care 
about Europe, because 
Europe was putting pres-
sure on us on human 
rights. He didn’t even go 
to the US, not once,” Dio-
kno said.
   While Duterte visited 
Russia in 2017 and met 
with President Vladimir 
Putin, Diokno said that 
his stay didn’t last for 24 
hours, as Duterte had to 
attend to concerns about 
the Marawi siege.
    “President Duterte is 
not as engaging as Presi-
dent Bongbong [Mar-
cos] with the rest of the 

world,” Diokno said.
   He clarified that not 
one is more efficient or 
effective than the other. 
Diokno said that even 
though Duterte did not 
travel often, he still had 
the highest approval rat-
ings compared to prede-
cessors when he stepped 
down.
   Where will Marcos 
travel to next? He is set 
to go to Japan for a work-
ing visit and is set to sign 
several bilateral deals. 
This being his ninth trip 
overseas, Marcos is on 
track to beat Duterte for 
trips undertaken during 
their first year in office. 
Duterte made 19 trips 
from September 5 to 
May 24, 2017. 
   In all these trips so far, 
Marcos has been accom-
panied by family mem-
bers who are elected of-
ficials.
   Are these trips for the 
Philippines’ economic 
gain or meant to rehabili-
tate the Marcos name for 
the international com-
munity? Diokno said: 
“I’ve been with four 
presidents. I’ve seen the 
ups and downs. I keep 
on telling this: This is 
our moment.” – Rappler.

the West Philippines Sea. 
We discussed concrete 
actions to address these 
destabilizing activities in 
the water surrounding the 
Philippines including the 
West Philippine Sea and 
we remain committed to 
strengthening our mutual 
capacities to resist armed 
attacks…” Austin said.
   Galvez, for his part, said 
Austin’s visit “is very 
meaningful to us.”
   “It is symbolic to all of 
us that the US will remain 
a reliable partner to the 
Filipino people,” Galvez 
said.
   “These efforts, which 
we hope to jointly un-
dertake are in line with 
the guidance of President 
Ferdinand Marcos Jr., and 
that is for the Defense 
department to make sure 
that not an inch of our na-
tion’s territory will be lost 
and our people’s safety 
and security will be en-
sured,” he added.
   
In 2016, the United Na-

tions-backed Permanent 
Court of Arbitration in 
The Hague invalidated 
China’s claim to almost 
the entire South China 
Sea but Beijing has not 
recognized the ruling.
   The tribunal ruled that 
China’s claim had no ba-
sis in international law 
and that it had violated 
the Philippines’ sover-
eign right to fish and 
explore resources in the 
West Philippine Sea, the 
waters within the coun-
try’s 370-km EEZ in the 
South China Sea.
   
The Philippines, under 
the administration of 
then President Benigno 
Aquino III in 2013, chal-
lenged before the Hague 
court China’s claim to 
more than 80 percent 
of the South China Sea, 
which included waters in 
the exclusive economic 
zones of Brunei, Malay-
sia, the Philippines, and 
Vietnam.

   According to Ancheta, 
her husband, who died in 
2012, was also referring 
to the “manongs,” the first 
wave of Filipino migrant 
workers who toiled in Cal-
ifornia’s agricultural fields 
by day and looked forward 
to a night of fun at the 
dance halls, often flirting 
with the white women.
  Jealousy triggered the 
white mob’s orgy of vio-
lence, beating up Filipinos 
they encountered in Wat-
sonville to as far as San 
Francisco.

Happier times
   As for the Monterey Park 
shooting, investigators hint 
at a more personal jealousy 
in the case of the alleged 

gunman: The 72-year-old 
Tran, in despair after his 
wife had left him, was 
driven into a murderous 
spree in the same dance 
hall where he enjoyed hap-
pier times.
   “Then, a white mob was 
going after Filipinos. Now, 
it was a single Asian going 
after his own kind,” Pe-
ñaranda observed.
   “The Filipinos could not 
own guns then, only white 
people could. How would 
the riots [in 1930] look like 
if the Filipinos had access 
to guns?” he added.
   Tran allegedly used a 
MAC-10 submachine gun 
to mow down his victims. 
Some of the 42 bullets that 
burst out of its lethal barrel 

struck Alvero dead.
   Edwin Estrada, a co-
worker of Alvero for 35 
years, said he was “going 
to miss his kindness and 
ability to listen, to teach 
and to help.”
   An elderly Filipina de-
scribed the slain hotel 
worker as “a good friend 
of mine and a fantastic 
dancing partner.”
   On Wednesday night, she 
placed a single red rose 
below a huge photograph 
of Alvero in front of Star 
Ballroom Dance Studio, 
which has been closed for 
now because of the trag-
edy.
   Leo Sendejas, a dance 
instructor in that ball-
room, observed that “most 

ballroom enthusiasts in 
America right now are not 
Americans, they are Asians 
and Europeans, mostly re-
tirees.”
   “The dance hall then was 
for young folks involved in 
physical riots. The dance 
hall now is for the mature 
and the retirees,” Peñaran-
da noted.
   “It is here where we so-
cialize and exercise. It is 
here where we feel young 
again,” said Becky Opina 
Strealy, 72, a retired civil 
engineer from Simi Val-
ley and another Star Studio 
regular.

Tribute
On Tuesday night, a sea of 
candles shone outside the 

dance hall as more than a 
thousand residents gath-
ered to pay tribute to the 
fallen.
   “They were having the 
time of their lives after 
working so hard, building 
a future for themselves 
and their families. It is 
just heartbreaking,” said 
Amy Lee, city treasurer of 
Monterey Park.
   Several friendships were 
forged and strengthened 
in this ballroom on 122 
Garvey Avenue.
   But the human desire 
to belong, the need to be 
part of a larger community 
was once again repelled by 
gunfire and terror.

From page 1

Rodrigo Duterte and Pres. Bongbong Marcos
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BY SABRINA SANCHEZ

SACRAMENTO, Calif. — 
Last week, the California 
Reparations Task Force held 
meetings in San Diego. Dur-
ing the hearings, Sacramento’s 
mayoral team discussed their 
reparations pilot project. 

Sacramento is following suit 
as cities across the country are 
starting to push for reparations 
at a local level including San 
Francisco, Oakland and Los 
Angeles. 
   
Ahead of the hearing, ABC10 
spoke with Kelly Fong Rivas 
— a senior advisor for mayor 
Darrell Steinberg whose pri-
mary focus is racial equity, 
public health and safety — to 
learn more about the mayoral 
initiative. 
   
“I think it’s really important 
for any city to have a repara-
tions program,” said Rivas. “I 
think for Sacramento, it is also 
a little more important because 
we are the capital city of Cali-
fornia, a state that is taking this 
on statewide and it’s important 
for us to show our community 
that we are so proud of, that we 
always talk about being so di-
verse, that we do take seriously 
our history and the importance 
of reconciling those harms that 
have happened.” 
    
In June of 2021, Sacramento 
Mayor Darrell Steinberg was 
invited to join the newly formed 
MORE Coalition [Mayors or-
ganized for Reparations and 
Equity]. That same month, the 

Photo by Pablo Unzueta for CalMatters

Mayor Darrell Steinberg is piloting a reparations program 
for Black Sacramento residents

Sacramento city council adopt-
ed a resolution supporting As-
sembly Bill 3121, a statewide 
task force to study and develop 
reparation proposals for Afri-
can Americans.  
    
The MORE Coalition is com-
mitted to racial and economic 
justice and is comprised of 
mayors from across the coun-
try who are working towards 
reparations for Black Ameri-
cans at the city level. Rivas 
said the coalition has helped 
Steinberg’s office inform their 
efforts to compensate Black 
residents affected by local sys-
tematic racism. 
    
“Reparations can be a re-
ally complex topic, especially 
when you’re talking about it at 
the federal level, or at the state 
level here in California, or like 
for us, what does that look like 
at a local city government or 
municipal level,” said Rivas. 

She said that for reparations to 
work at any level there must be 
a specific argument and point 
of harm. 

This is demonstrated by places 
like, Evanston, Illinois, the 
first city in the country to fund 
reparations for Black residents. 
Their local reparations program 
provided grants to African 
American families who expe-
rienced housing discrimination 
at its peak. The funds support 
home ownership, improvement 
and mortgage assistance.  

“In Sacramento, we are looking 

at those specific points of harm 
that our government has either 
by policy, design, various deci-
sions done that has specifically 
impacted [the Black] commu-
nity,” said Rivas.  
   She said that could look like 
addressing the longstanding 
impacts of redlining, the re-
development in the West End 
that pushed out communities of 
color, or imminent domain. 

An important aspect of Sacra-
mento’s reparation efforts is 
ensuring that the community 
is at the center of this process 
to help guide any recommen-
dations, as well as offering 
trauma informed and culturally 
sensitive resources to help peo-
ple who are re-exploring these 

“very painful histories.” 
   Currently, the reparation ef-
forts are just a mayoral initia-
tive so while the mayor is in 
support of the program, it has 
not gone to the Sacramento 
city council beyond a resolu-
tion supporting the work of the 
statewide commission. Rivas 
said they plan to gain more 
support so this becomes a city 
priority. 

Their focus right now is mak-
ing sure that they are provid-
ing a strong foundation for the 
community to come together 
and be part of this reparative 
process.  
   If you would like to get in-
volved there are a few ways. 
The city is currently leading 

the African American Experi-
ence Project, they are looking 
for oral histories from Black 
Sacramento residents.  

“[We’re] collecting stories 
of people who actually lived 
through various points of time 
where there have been things 
that have displaced residents, to 
be able to tell the stories about 
what happened, who may not 
be captured in the census data 
or the newspaper stories,” said 
Rivas. “It’s essential for us to 
really fill in those gaps to un-
derstand how we can work to-
gether to help repair harm.” 
You can visit their website 
HERE or contact them directly 
at AAE@cityofsacramento.
org. 

WHERE: Robert T. Matsui 
United States Courthouse
501 I Street, Sacramento, CA 
95814
WHEN: March 25th, 2023
12:00 a.m. - 2:00 p.m.

For more information, visit the 
project web page: https://angi-
eeng.com/right-on-political-
art-action-to-stop-asian-hate/
Event Contact: info@angi-
eeng.com

(Sacramento, CA) – Inspired by 
the Movement for Black Lives 
and agitated by the surge of 
hate crimes experienced by 
Asians across the country in 
2020, Sacramento and concep-
tual artist Angie Eng developed 
Right On! Social Justice Art 
Walk, a civil rights art project 
highlighting landmark Supreme 
court cases which evidence sys-
temic and institutional discrim-
ination based on class, race, 
ethnicity, gender, and ability.

Press Contact:
Jason Jong
jasonmjong@gmail.com, (510) 
282-5664

Social Justice Art Walk Addresses Anti-Asian Hate and Injustice
Local groups transform hate into compassion through education and activism

Fueled by a commission from 
Stop Asian Hate, an initiative 
of the Center of Humanities
at the University of Colora-
do, Boulder, Eng previously 
mounted a silent art procession 
in Boulder, Colorado in Octo-
ber 2022.

On March 25, 2023, a grow-
ing ensemble of Sacramento 
organizers, participants and 
supporters will recreate and ex-
pand on this effort in the artist’s 
hometown. 

Community members are invit-
ed to share in this powerful ac-
tion, combining civic engage-
ment with purposeful cultural 

representation, and having an 
ultimate goal of transforming 
hate into compassion through 
education, awareness, and ac-
tivism. 

For the Sacramento project, 
Eng has partnered with Jason 
Jong, Sacramento community 
advocate and recent recipient 
of the Sacramento Bee AAPI 
Change Makers award, to punc-
tuate the art walk with a cadre 
of musicians who will add tra-
ditional Asian percussion and 
wind instruments to the social 
justice art performance piece. 
Musicians will be interspersed 
with 125 art walk participants 
– community members and 

representatives from over forty 
local AAPI (Asian American 
Pacific Islander) organizations.

The procession will assemble 
at 12:00 p.m. in front of the 
Robert T. Matsui United States 
Courthouse at the corner of 5th 
Street and I Street. With a slow 
and intentional pace, the group 
will weave through Downtown 
streets and head towards Capi-
tal Mall. The cast will pose in 
silence at each block, forming 
a living billboard with their 
bodies, then returning to the 
Courthouse, where walkers, 
musicians, and observers will 
congregate for a culminating 
moment of solidarity and unity 

through sound.

WHO: Right On! Sacramento 
Organizing Committee
WHAT: Right On! Social Jus-
tice Art Walk
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Photo by Dave San Pedro
Asian Pacific Islander organizations in Sacramento in a rally at the former Sears parking lot at Florin and 65th Street

According to the 
latest data from 
the non-profit 

Stop AAPI Hate, more 
than 11,000 hate in-
cidents against Asian 
Americans and Pacific 
Islanders have been re-
ported in the U.S. be-
tween March 2020 and 
March 2022. California 
accounted for the most 
incidents, with more 
than 4,300.
As a Filipina, Megan Sapi-
gao is taking a stand against 
anti-Asian hate, too. She co-
founded the Asian American 
Liberation Network in 2020 
“to address existing inequities 
exacerbated by the COVID-19 
pandemic, address root causes 
to mounting racism and build 
a sustainable community-cen-
tered movement.”

Sapigao, who lives in Elk 
Grove, worries about loved 
ones being targeted because 
of their race and ethnicity. She 
says change does not happen 
without the community and 
without speaking out against 
racism and hate.

“I have witnessed it in my 
own family,” said Sapigao. 

“I’ve told elders in my 
community and family to 
be careful when they go 

out to places. We’ve also 
taken different routes and 

avoided certain areas.”
California Attorney General 
Rob Bonta is the first Filipino 
American to serve in the po-
sition. He acted as one of the 
guest speakers at the event. He 
says the state is tackling the 
growing anti-Asian hate prob-
lem. That includes launching 
a Racial Justice Bureau within 
the California Department of 
Justice in 2021. 

Specifically, the Bureau will 
support DOJ’s broader man-
date to advance the civil rights 
of all Californians and, among 
other things, assist with new 
and ongoing efforts on:

Hate crimes and organizations, 
taking on the insidious effects 
of white supremacy and hate 

Anti-Asian hate awareness campaign launches in Sacramento

organizations on our society 
and stepping up outreach with 
community organizations and 
law enforcement on hate crime 
prevention, information shar-
ing, and reporting;
    
Implicit and explicit bias in 
policing, launching and sup-
porting investigations as ap-
propriate and recognizing the 
urgent need to strengthen trust 
between law enforcement and 
the communities they serve;
    
Law enforcement best prac-
tices, issuing guidance to local 
law enforcement, prosecutors, 
and other public entities re-
garding shared challenges in 
providing for public safety;
    Campus climate issues, in-
cluding conducting and sup-
porting investigations into 
overly punitive, discrimina-
tory policies where they arise 
and working to find innovative 
ways to strengthen diverse, eq-
uitable, and inclusive school 
environments; and
    
Task Force to Study and De-
velop Reparation Proposals for 
African Americans, assisting 
with the implementation of the 
new task force as authorized 
under Assembly Bill 3121.

The Department is also stand-
ing against hate by working di-
rectly with district attorneys in 
California to help identify and 
investigate hate crimes, along 
with encouraging district attor-
ney offices to have hate crime 
units, among other actions. 

Bonta goes on to explain how 
the DOJ also has a hate crime 
and hate incident statewide 
coordinator who works with 
government entities and other 
community based organiza-
tions, internally, to address 
hate. The Attorney General’s 
office is also working with 
mayors in big cities to help 
bring about change and solu-
tions statewide.

“People are getting hurt and it’s 
been happening for too long,” 
Attorney General said Bonta. 

From page 1

February 2023

“As we continue to face this 
challenge in the rise of hate 
against all communities, I want 

the people of California to 
know that their Attorney Gen-
eral stands with them. I have 
you back. I support you. I see 
you. I vaule you, and I’m do-
ing everything in my power to 
push back against the forces of 
hate.”

If you believe you’re the victim 
of a hate crime or witnessed a 
hate crime, report it by calling 
your local police department. 
You can also send a tip to the 
FBI. There are also other ways 
to report hate incidents, like 
reaching out to trusted com-
munity-based organizations 
or non-profits like Stop AAPI 
Hate.-ABC10
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L to R - Megan Sapigao, Dr. Robyn Magalit Rodriguez, CA Atty. General Rob Bonta, Mai Vang, Lilia Rivera 
and Everyday Impact Consulting CEO Vince Sales.

As of 2020, the Filipino 
American community is 
the largest Asian popu-
lation in the Sacramento 
region and second larg-
est in California. While 
our growth is clear, the 
impacts of anti-Asian 
hate are under-dis-
cussed issues in the Fili-
pino community. Power 
collaborative, the Laban 
Group, aims to highlight 
with the launch of their 
new awareness and edu-
cation campaign. 
The Laban Group hosted their 
anti-Asian hate media event on 
January 20, 2023, the 93rd an-
niversary of the anti-Filipino 
fueled Watsonville riots. The 
event took place at the Califor-
nia Museum, where the popular 
and timely Filipino-American-
centered exhibit, California Is 
in the Heart is housed. 

The day started with a press 
conference, as poster boards 
of the four ad campaigns lined 
the stage. Megan Sapigao, 
co-founder and co-Executive 
Director of the Asian Ameri-
can Liberation Network, wel-
comed the room of journalists 
and community members and 
introduced the speakers. 

California Attorney General 
Rob Bonta took the podium to 
speak about the CA Statewide 
Hate Crimes report and the cur-
rent statewide information on 
anti-Asian hate crimes, policy, 
and interventions. Sacramento 
Mayor Pro Tem, Mai Vang, fol-
lowed to detail city policy, in-
terventions, and investments to 
address anti-Asian violence. 

Dr. Robyn Magalit Rodriguez, 
Founding Director of the Bu-
losan Center then gave a his-
torical overview of anti-Asian 
hate, as well as regional data 
points on the Filipino Ameri-
can community, access, and 
racial violence. 

Vince A. Sales, Everyday Im-
pact Consulting Chief Execu-
tive Officer, officially launched 
the public awareness and edu-
cation campaign by highlight-
ing data collected through 
community conversations that 

served as a framework for 
the campaign. The ads pro-
mote community empower-
ment and points to the CA 
vs. Hate Resource Line and 
Network as a resource for 
those who experienced hate 
incidents. The campaign was 
also featured in Philippine 
Fiesta News. Furthermore,  
Lilia Rivera, a prominent 
figure in the Sacramento 
Filipino community, who 
was also featured in the 

campaign spoke of the impor-
tance of community building. 
The last speaker of the event, 
Dr. Angelica Cortez from the 
Filipinx Igniting Engagement 
for Reimagining Collective 
Empowerment (FIERCE) Co-
alition, provided closing re-
marks and the call to action on 
policy engagement and mobili-
zation and invited folks to join 
the upcoming FIERCE Policy 
Symposium on March 4, 2023. 

A press Q&A followed. Re-
cordings of the press confer-
ence can be found on the Bu-
losan Center’s Instagram page, 
as well as AALN’s Facebook. 
To view the press packet as 
well as the media advisory and 
toolkit, visit tinyurl.com/laban-
toolkit. 

“Sacramento Filipino Com-
munity Center: More than a 
Building.”

At the conclusion of the press 
conference, attendees were in-
vited to view the California Is 
in the Heart exhibition in the 
museum. The auditorium was 
then set up for AALN’s panel 
discussion, entitled, “Sacra-
mento Filipino Community 
Center: More than a Building.” 
Moderated by Megan Sapigao, 
this discussion centered on the 
history of Filipino Americans 
in Sacramento and their jour-
ney to build the first Filipino 
Community Center. 

The panelists included Cyn-
thia Bonta, Vince A. Sales, and 
Dr. Robyn Magalit Rodriguez, 
who shared their stories of their 
activism and spoke on how a 
community center is a catalyst 
in the larger fight for social jus-
tice and liberation. Recordings 
of the talk will be uploaded to 
AALN’s website and social 
media accounts at a later date.  

A reception of Filipino appetiz-
ers, catered by Rosalie’s Best 
Bibingka awaited all guests. 
The Laban Group sends their 
appreciation to the California 
Museum, Jason Jong, and the 
volunteers who helped out at 
the event.

The LABAN Group Hosted Their Anti-Asian Hate Media Event
BY ANGELA ALEJANDRO

L to R - Megan Sapigao, Cynthia Bonta, Vince Sales and Dr. Robyn Magalit Rodriguez.

L to R - Vince Sales, Dr. Robyn 
Rodriguez, Cynthia Bonta, Megan 
Sapigao and CA Attorney General 
Rob Bonta.

February 2023
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The inception of 
Black History 
Month is not 

well known for most 
Americans. In the 
month of February, 
most schools across 
America will celebrate 
and understand the im-
portance of prolific Af-
rican Americans, from 
Harriet Tubman to Dr. 
Martin Luther King, 
Jr. and their contribu-
tion when it comes to 
the progress of Ameri-
can’s ideologies and 
beliefs. 
     
However, when it comes to 
Black History Month, very few 
people know the name of Cart-
er G. Woodson, who was born 
on December 19, 1875, in New 
Canton, Virginia and a son of 
former slaves. At an early age, 
he showed signs of being stu-
dious, compassionate and em-
pathetic, especially, those who 
needed help. As young man he 
also helped in the farm of the 
family to become productive 
and later became a miner at the 
coal mines in West Virginia. 
     
Eventually, Woodson would 
later attend a secondary school 
for African Americans, Doug-
las High School, to earn his 
high school diploma. By the 
age of 25, in 1900, he would 
become a teacher and school 
administrator after attending 
Berea College in Kentucky, 
where he earned a bachelor’s 
degree in Literature. In 1908, 
he attended the University of 
Chicago, where he was award-
ed a Bachelor of Arts and Mas-
ter of Arts. By 1912, he would 
earn his PhD in history at Har-
vard University, only the sec-
ond African American to earn 
such high degree of education-
al attainment after W.E.B Du 
Bois. Woodson also became 
dean at the Howard University 

Intertwined with 
Filipino History  

How Black History 

BY BENJAMIN ABAYA

and State University of West 
Virginia.
     
With such high degree of edu-
cational background and per-
sonal resume, Woodson would 
live a successful life when it 
comes to the advancement 
and the acknowledgment of 
African Americans in United 
States during his time. As a 
scholar, he dedicated his time 
to celebrate historic Black fig-
ures, which would lead to the 
establishment of Black Histo-
ry Month in 1976. But did you 
know that Carter G. Woodson 
also helped established what 
we know now as the Philip-
pine educational system? 
        
Later, Woodson became known 
as the Father of Black History 
Month, and before he earned 
his PhD at Harvard University, 
Woodson and hundreds of U.S 
teachers traveled to the Philip-
pines between 1903 and 1907. 

The country was part of Unit-
ed States territory in 1898 af-

ter the Spanish-American War, 
Spain ceded its longstanding 
colony of the Philippines to 
the United States in the Treaty 
of Paris. Shortly after, the U.S 
government wanted to estab-
lish an education system that 
reflected America’s values 
and beliefs, as well as its his-
tory, this includes American 
patriotic songs, heroes, and 
the teaching of the English 
language. The Filipino’s land-
scape and lives were excluded 
from their education and was 
replaced, designed, and writ-
ten by mostly white educators 
and scholars. 
     
Although the curriculum was 
dictated by the U.S. govern-
ment, Woodson would instead 
challenge this, allowing the 
people of the Philippines to be 
taught with their own history, 
their own value and language. 
During this profound experi-
ence, some suggest the idea of 
Black History Month which 
was conceived by Woodson. 
He would later become the su-
pervisor in the Philippine pub-
lic schools. This allowed him 
to be more immerse into the 
traditions and culture of the 

Filipinos. 
     
The curriculum he helped 
create in the Philippines, has 
helped to bring out black 
American and Filipino values 
into the Philippine education 
system which was dictated by 
the white American educators. 
In 1933, Woodson wrote The 
Mis-Education of the Negro. 
The entire thesis of the book 
pointed that African Ameri-
cans of his day were being 
culturally indoctrinated, rath-
er than taught, in American 
school. In the book, he states 
““When you control a man’s 
thinking you do not have to 
worry about his actions. You 
do not have to tell him not to 
stand here or go yonder. He 
will find his ‘proper place’ and 
will stay in it. You do not need 
to send him to the back door. 
He will go without being told. 
In fact, if there is no back door, 
he will cut one for his special 
benefit. His education makes it 
necessary.”
     
During United States occupa-
tion in the Philippines, some 
may argue that it cultivated 
or conditioned the people of 

the Philippines into 
believing they were 
not capable for self-
government and the 
Americans, specifical-
ly white Americans, 
were there to civilize 
them but Woodson’s 
teachings and belief 
allowed the people of 
the Philippines to be-
lieve otherwise. 
     
In 1982, Filipino his-
torian, Renato Con-
stantino, wrote The 
Miseducation of the 
Filipino, which was 
directly inspired by 
Woodson’s work. 
Constantino would 
expand Woodson’s 
beliefs by stating in 
the book, “The most 
effective means of 
subjugating a people 
is to capture their 
minds. Military victo-

ry does not necessarily signify 
conquest. If feelings of resis-
tance remain in the hearts of 
the vanquished, no conqueror 
is secure…. Education, there-
fore, serves as a weapon in 
wars of colonial conquest.”  Is 
it not a question whether Black 
history and Filipino history are 
intertwined, but how and why 
two differently groups of peo-
ple, separated by thousands of 
miles of water, were being op-
pressed and exploited by colo-
nization and imperialism. 
    
Woodson connected black 
Americans and Filipinos their 
shared experiences and al-
lowed them to reclaim their 
cultures by exhibiting their 
love and passion for their 
people. Black History Month 
is a proclamation of not only 
Woodson’s work and Martin 
Luther King legacy but to all 
African Americans, the Afri-
can and Black diaspora, and 
their allies as well as margin-
alized groups who have fought 
for freedom from oppressive 
regimes and those who re-
fused to accept that we are all 
Americans. 

WOODSON
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The passing of time 
has given us some 
moments to revisit 

nostalgically the happy 
days of our young emo-
tionally restless lives. 
This is the personal nar-
ration of two persons 
whose love story has 
been told on several oc-
casions especially when 
Valentine’s Day is be-
ing celebrated by most-
ly young and those still 
young at hearts. 
     
The love affair has been chron-
icled repeatedly during family 
social gatherings with relatives 
and closest of friends. Both 
lovers alternately supplied me-
ticulously proper words to de-
scribe the beginning and the in-
ner most feelings permanently 
embedded in them which be-
come stronger over the years 
that they are together.
     
It was just two years over his 
teenage years when he saw a 
smiling beautiful lady in pony-
tail conspicuously tied at her 
back with red ribbon. She was 
simply wearing a one-piece 
purple colored dress to comple-
ment her impeccable fair com-
plexion. 
     
The smiling face lady was set-
ting on the campus bench with 
friends, but she was unmindful 
of her surrounding as she was 
staring at blooming red roses 
plants with its thorny stems 
just a few feet from her. In-
deed, a picture-perfect sight 
which surely without any iota 
of doubt could easily embed-
ded into the mind for its artistic 
posed angle.
     
He was lying on his bed with 
hands at the back of his head, 
he could have closed his eyes 
to induce sleeping, but he could 
not because the lovely image 
of the lady he had a glimpse 
at the University campus kept 
on coming back into his mind. 
Her piercing tantalizing eyes 
simply melt my cold heart. He 

Red Roses, Love Letters 
and Sweet Chocolates 

on Valentine’s Day
was thinking, if he 
could see her again, 
perhaps, in such event 
he will have to muster 
every inch of his nerve 
to have that courage 
to introduce himself 
or maybe some other 
else to do it for him. 
     
As expected in the 
morning just the fol-
lowing day on the 
same spot near the Arts 
and Sciences building 
of the campus ground 
where he saw her, 
the lady of his dream 
was again there, this 
time she was wearing 
a light green sleeve-
less dress specked 
of fauna and flora 
designs with golden 
like string around her 
waistline. Her dress 
simply complements 
her well proportion 
physique to indicate 
that she is aware and care of 
her feminine figure, health and 
wellbeing. He was practically 
immobilized and mesmerized 
as he was slightly bewildered 
whether to approach her or 
not.
     
He was undecided of any plan 
in mind when a friend class-
mate topped his shoulder and 
said, “I know what you are 
looking as he pointed the lady 
setting on the bench”. He was 
nervous and literally dragged 
by his friend to reach the lady 
of his dream and just imme-
diately thereafter, his friend 
introduced her. At this junc-
ture, her limpid eyes trustfully 
looked on him as she extended 
her right hand which he imme-
diately took hold and just like 
his hand hers was also cold, 
indicating that she too was ex-
cited to meet him.
     
That was the beginning of a 
seemingly endless courtship 
between two persons who were 
eager to know more about 
themselves. Eventually, on 
Valentine’s Day celebration at 
the social hall of the University 
where it was held, the couple 
met as partners.  As expected, 

each couple has their own per-
sonal choice of gift to their part-
ner but majority of them have 
preferences on Love Letters, 
Flowers and assorted Belgian 
sweet Chocolates. Of course, 
most of the music played were 
the usual classic waltzed when 
both partners danced their way 
cheek to cheek throughout the 
night. The angelic Cupid with 
his bow and arrow as always 
hit again the exact spot of the 
couple in love to last for the 
rest of their lives. The blessed 
and seemingly undying rela-
tionship of the young couple 
becomes a long-time commit-
ment that ended in marriage for 
a lifetime relationship as said, 
“they will be together in health 
and sickness, till death do us 
part”. For love of family, let us 
celebrate Valentine’s Day and 
make that feeling every day of 
your life.
     
Conversely, this love story in 
nutshell could be your parents 
or friend’s story. I could take 
it as the story of my parents 
even with just mild variation. 
Repeatedly, everyone has his 
or her own love story, perhaps, 
this is one for you but for the 
meantime let us focus to anoth-

er kind of personal 
feeling, the urge 
of hurting another 
without any justi-
fiable ground. As 
I write this article, 
there were already 
three incidents 
in California of 
mass killing by 
senior citizens of 
the same race. 
     
The lamentable 
incidents were the 
complete reversal 
of what we were 
writing about, the 
feeling of being 
in love. Accord-
ingly, this kind 
of mass killings 
could be attrib-
uted to financial, 
marital and health 
problems. To 
sum up the root 
of this malady is 
the failure of the 

perpetrator to attain a degree 
of success in life. Let it be said 
that not all of us have reached 
the pinnacle of success that we 
like to achieve, however, if we 
have attained a bit of success, 
we should not push further to 
affect our mental thinking that 
we are still a failure. In the end, 
we should think the beauty of 
being in love and be loved just 
like the days when you were 
young when your only desire 
was to be with the woman you 
loved.
     
Love transcends the desire to 
live in one place where you can 
find peace and enjoyment with 
your family and loved ones. 
When the Filipino immigrants 
were able to establish and fully 
integrated themselves in the 
United States, their presence 
became ubiquitous in both eco-
nomic and social American en-
deavors. 
     
A bit of immigration history of 
Filipinos to the United States 
started in the early part of the 
1900 when the Philippines be-
came a colony of the United 
States. Our benevolent Ameri-
can colonizers gave us our 
democratic way of life, educa-

tional system and some provi-
sions of our Civil and Labor 
laws that have referenced to 
American legal jurisprudence. 
Eventually, the Filipino mi-
grant workers were brought to 
Hawaii to work on sugarcane 
plantations, subsequently, to 
California and other western 
States to farm idle lands which 
became productive in the hands 
of hardworking Filipino mi-
grant workers.
     
Historically, today Filipino 
Americans and immigrants are 
fully integrated into the Ameri-
can way of life, their skill and 
professional expertise are well 
placed into the American labor 
force contributing to the strong 
economy of the United States. 
Likewise, we have also Filipino 
Americans or immigrants in the 
United States Military Services 
ready to defend the country of 
any outside or inside intruders 
into our democratic peaceful 
way of living. After their meri-
torious military services most 
of our heroes in time of peace 
and war, some of them joined 
their retired comrades in their 
veteran’s organization to enjoy 
life with their families.
     
The Filipino American com-
munity of Sacramento and out-
lying areas are in the forefront 
of bringing out our great tradi-
tion and culture as shown in 
the beauty, elegance and grace 
of our dances, songs and cos-
tumes. They are usually shown 
during town fiestas, religious 
festivities and historical com-
memorations. Just lately, there 
was a renewed call for our own 
building to become the reposi-
tory of our culture, artifacts and 
reading materials to let every-
one knows regardless of racial 
and national identities about 
the Philippines and whatever 
contributions we made in the 
country where we are now re-
siding. It will also become the 
place where we will hold our 
social and other important ac-
tivities. Likewise, we need the 
helping hands of everyone, the 
movers and shakers especially 
our community leaders to put 
into action and reality this com-
mendable undertaking.    

ILLUSTRATION BY DAVE SAN PEDRO
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Theme:
Peace By Piece
Food Security in my Community

The Annual Young Authors and 
Artists Showcase is now open for 
submissions!

Consistent with the United Na-
tions’ 2030 Agenda, Sister Cit-
ies International will continue 
to embrace climate change as 
the overarching theme for its 
2023 Young Artists and Authors 
Showcase. For this competition, 
SCI is proud to invite youth from 
member communities to submit 
innovative, thoughtful, and im-
pactful creations that emphasize 
various aspects of food security, 
including the impact of climate 
change on food production and 
food consumption, in their own 
communities.

NEW ORLEANS— Sus-
tainable fashion designer 
R’Bonney Gabriel, 28, 
made history as the first 
ever Filipino American to 
win the 71st Miss Universe 
title last weekend in Louisi-
ana, but her journey to the 
global competition did not 
come easy.

 “I won Miss USA in October 
so I had three months to pre-
pare,” she told INQUIRER.net 
at the press con following the 
3-hour-long pageant in NOLA. 
“It was very challenging, there 
were ups and downs and times 
where I doubted myself, but I 
always felt like I had a purpose 
and I would always go back to 
my purpose. Why am I doing 
this? And I realize that your pur-
pose is something people can’t 
take away from you. No one can 
take away a strong foundation 
or a core that you have. So I’d 
always go back to that.”

The Texas-born Filipina beauty 
made headlines last October fol-
lowing allegations of a rigged 
victory after winning the Miss 
USA contest. Gabriel refuted the 
allegations, saying she “would 
never want to enter a competi-
tion that was rigged.” She was 
permitted to compete in the 
Miss Universe race pending in-
vestigations against Miss USA 
and its director Crystle Stewart.

“It’s an amazing feeling to be 
standing here now as Miss Uni-
verse. I hope it just shows the 
world that even if you have 
negative comments about you 

Fil-Am R’Bonney Gabriel’s path to Miss Universe title wasn’t easy
BY ELTON LUGAY

Gabriel’s parents are Remigio Bonzon 
“R. Bon” Gabriel, who hails from Ma-
nila, and mother, Dana Walker of Beau-
mont, Texas. DION TRINIDAD

NOW ACCEPTING SUBMISSIONS!

    Sister Cities International Announces the 2023 Young Artists and Authors Showcase!

As a leading nonprofit, citizen di-
plomacy organization, Sister Cities 
International has been promoting 
peace through mutual understand-
ing since its origins in 1956. Food 
has been one of the core pillars of 
sister cities’ cultural understanding 
– food is a universal language that 

unites us.
   As food unites us, the unre-
lenting struggle of food security, 
or a lack thereof is an issue that 
all communities face. The on-
going environmental changes 
continue to impact locals and 
their access to nutrition. This 
makes the importance of rais-
ing awareness more essential 
every day and youth leader-
ship is a necessary tool to help 
tackle these circumstances felt 
around the globe.
To participate, please review 

the eligibility requirements before 
submitting your application here. 

Eligibility
-Students must be between 13 and 
18 years of age at the time of the 
May 1, 2022 deadline.
-The student must be affiliated with 

a dues-paying member of Sister 
Cities International or an interna-
tional community partnered with a 
dues-paying member. (If you have 
any questions regarding your affili-
ation with a dues-paying member of 
Sister Cities International, please 
visit our Frequently Asked Questions 
(FAQ) page or contact youth@sister-
cities.org.)
-No more than five (5) submissions 
per category will be accepted from 
each member community. Interna-
tional community partners are also 
eligible to submit no more than five 
(5) submissions per category. [Note 
for Sister City Contact Persons: 
Please provide a list of your (up to) 
five (5) participating students and 
their submissions organized by cat-
egory to youth@sistercities.org.] 
-Member communities are encour-
aged to form their own local compe-

titions and submit the top five (5) 
in each category to Sister Cities 
International.
-No student may enter submis-
sions into more than one cat-
egory.
-All entries must meet the criteria 
listed below.
-All entries must conform to Sis-
ter Cities International’s policy on 
plagiarism found here.
-All entries must be submitted 
and received with a completed 
application by May 1, 2022, 
11:59 PM ET.
-For any other questions, please 
contact youth@sistercities.org.
Awards will be given out to the 
YAAS winners who place 1st, 2nd, 
and 3rd place. 
1st Place: $1,000 
2nd Place: $250 
3rd Place: $100 

or people don’t believe in you, 
that you just keep going and 
you show everyone that no mat-
ter what, if you stand strong and 
who you are, you can be victori-
ous,” Gabriel said.

“Her clever and sincere an-
swer during the Q&A cata-
pulted her to the crown,” 
said Alex Santos, a busi-

nessman from New York. “What 
a fitting tribute to the first Fil-
Am Miss Universe!”

Gabriel’s parents are Remigio 

Bonzon “R. Bon” Ga-
briel, who hails from 
Manila, and mother, 
Dana Walker of Beau-
mont, Texas. Remigio 
immigrated to Wash-
ington state when he 
was 25 years old and 
earned a doctorate 
in psychology at the 
University of South-
ern California.

Gabriel told The Hous-
ton Chronicle that her 
father came to the US 
on “a college scholar-
ship with about $20 in 
his pocket. He wanted 
to pave a new life for 
himself. He met my 
mom in Texas, who 
is a country woman 
from Beaumont.”

Meanwhile, some Fil-
ipino spectators last 
Saturday walked out 
from the pageant after 
learning that their bet, 
Miss Philippines Ce-
leste Cortesi, failed 
to reach the Top 16 
semifinals. This is the 
first time in 12 years 
that the country did 
not advance in the 
semifinal round of the 
Miss U competition. 
And this news did not 

sit well with many of the pag-
eant’s diehard fans.

“This is absurd, Celeste was a 
crowd favorite and her perfor-
mance was far better compared 
to some of those called in the top 
16,” said Karl de Guzman who 
flew all the way from Manila to 

watch the pageant in person.

“No Philippines in Top 16 — 
who is to blame? To whom it 
may concern: You had one job!,” 
L.A. pageant critic Bradford Ad-
kins wrote on his FB wall.

“We don’t know why she [Ce-
leste] was not picked,” said 
another critic who requested 
anonymity. “Perhaps the judges 
were not convinced with her 
platform. You see, with Miss 
Universe, you need to have very 
strong credentials. Beauty and 
brains are no longer enough in 
this day and age.”

Filipinos are front and center at 
this year’s global event. Apart 
from contestants Gabriel and 
Cortesi, other Filipinos who 
took part in the 71st Miss Uni-
verse: Olivia Quido, a popular 
esthetician from Los Angeles, 
was among the telecast judges; 
former Miss Universe Catriona 
Gray played co-host during the 
live show; shoemaker Jose Bra-
gais provided shoes to more than 
80 contestants; fashion designers 
Michael Cinco, Oliver Tolentino, 
Rian Fernandez, Patrick Isorena, 
Albert Andrada, Felizo Francis-
co, to name a few; and dozens of 
pageant coaches who taught can-
didates from other countries.

This edition of the Miss Uni-
verse pageant ushers a new era 
in ownership. IMG sold the or-
ganization for $20 million to 
JKN, a global media company 
based in Thailand. Its transwom-
an CEO Anne Jakrajutatip said 
she wanted to use the pageant as 
a platform to inspire women and 
the LGBTQ community.

Pandemonium breaks out inside the arena as Miss Philippines Celeste Cortesi 
makes a grand entrance. INQUIRER/Elton Lugay

R’Bonney Gabriel
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