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The Filipino Communlty of Sacramento and Vlcmlty, Inc. honoryed high

school students in this year’s Scholarship Award Program (SAP) Night on
July 16, 2022, at Rizal Community Center. Continued on page 6

Folk displaced by earthquake
hit 33, 000 mjured at 320

BY DEXTER CABALZA

MANILA, Phlllpplnes—
The number of families |#
individuals affected [ !
by the magnitude 7 earth- [

or

quake that hit northern

Luzon on Wednesday

continued to pile up way
beyond the initial fig-
ures on Thursday, when
the tally of the National
Disaster Risk Reduction
and Management Coun-
cil (NDRRMC) was only
beginning to clarify the
situation in the quake’s
aftermath.

The latest data from
the NDRRMC showed
62,024  families, or
228,238 individuals, af-
fected by the quake—an
increase of 463.8 percent
from the 3,456 families
reported on Thursday, and
of 1,663.1 percent from
the 12,945 individuals as
also initially reported by
the council.

Most of the quake vic-
tims are from the directly

Residents affected by the July 27 earthquake in Bangued
Abra, wait in line for their water supply.

affected regions of the
Cordillera  Administra-
tive Region (CAR), llo-
cos and Cagayan Valley.
The number of dis-
placed persons grew to
33,383, compared with
just 567 on Thursday.

Of the latest figure, only
6,176 have been sheltered
in 46 evacuation centers,
according to the council.
The Japan International
Cooperation Agency said

the Japanese govern-
ment will send to the
Philippines 100 camp-
ing tents, 500 sleeping
pads, 100 rolls of plastic
sheets, eight generators
with 16 cord reels and
16 conversion plugs, and
100 portable jerry cans
and water containers for
the earthquake victims.
The death toll stood
at 10, with the bodies
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Working Together to Deter
Anti-Asian Hate

BY LORRIE SPURGAT WILLIAMS [ | |

sians are be-
ing targeted
as a recent

surge in hate crimes
and incidents are
happening all over
the country. If you,
your family, your
friends, or anyone
you know from the
Asian American
and Pacific Islander
(AAPI) community
have feltaheightened
sense of fear and dis-
tress lately, you are
not alone. Working
together we bring
our unique experi-
ences, knowledge,
and ideas which may
collectively restore
safer communities.

According to the 2021
Hate Crime in California
Report, “reported anti-
Asian hate crime events

once again increased
dramatically, rising
177.5% from 2020 to

20217, and are peaking
overall to their highest
level since 2001. The
report includes some
significant actions being
taken such as the number
of hate crime cases filed
for prosecution which in-
creased by 30.1%. Also,
Attorney General Rob
Bonta’s office launched
the Racial Justice Bu-
reau which will increase
resources to the DOJ’s
Civil Rights Enforce-
ment Section and to thir-
teen mayors across the
state to more effectively
prevent and punish anti-
Asian hate crimes. But
what else can we do?

As part of a state-wide
campaign, this article
series will discuss vari-
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ous aspects of anti-Asian
hate over the next year.
Why has there been an in-
crease in hate crimes and
hate incidents and who
is perpetrating this hate?
What can be done to pro-
tect ourselves and others?
By examining history,
politics, Asian visibility,
generational experiences,
and the laws and resourc-
es in existence, my hope
is that there can be a bet-
ter understanding of how
the AAPI community can
be better supported and
protected.

The United States of
America has a centuries-
old vow to protect the
civil rights of citizens and
non-citizens. The major-
ity of people residing in
the US are immigrants as
recent as first generation
and beyond, and most
likely a combination of
origins. Isn’t that what
makes America unique
and so great? A diversity
of cultures, traditions,
and languages are reflect-
ed everywhere. Currently,
26% of US households
are first and second gen-
eration immigrants. The
chances are very high
that every person belongs
to or knows someone
from one of the families.
My family is one of these

Photo by Dave San Pedo
Asian organizations in a rally at the Florin Road and 65th
Street, Sacramento, CA.

families.

My family is what | like
to call “beautifully blend-
ed”. Our ethnicities in-
clude Filipino, German,
Thai, English, and Tai-
wanese. We have recent
immigrants from Thai-
land and Taiwan, first
and second generation
from the Philippines, and
lots of third generation
from all over the world.
A cultural amalgamation
is when there’s a mixing
of two or more cultures
which creates a new cul-
ture in of itself. It’s a very
common process in this
country within each fam-
ily and the larger com-
munity as well. A diverse
community enriches peo-
ple’s lives both directly
and indirectly, essentially
weaving together a fabric
of beauty and strength.

“We all should know that
diversity makes for a rich
tapestry, and we must
understand that all the
threads of the tapestry are
equal in value no matter
what their color.” (Maya
Angelou) Every human
deserves the basic human
rights our country prom-
ises no matter their color,
ethnicity, citizenship,
gender, or age.
Continued on page 2
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Asian senior victims of hate say U.S. ‘more

physically dangerous’ for community

BY KIMMY YAM

“Anti-Asian hate and
violence instilled a sense
of fear and anxiety, es-
pecially among Asian
American older adults in
dense, urban areas,” ac-
cording to a new report.

New research shows the
toll anti-Asian racism has
had on Asian American
seniors amid the pan-
demic.

The report, by the hate
incident tracking coali-
tion Stop AAPI Hate and
the American Association
of Retired Persons, found
that almost all Asian
American elders who ex-
perienced hate incidents
during the pandemic re-
ported feeling that the
U.S. has become “more
physically dangerous for
Asian Americans.”

“Over the past two years,
Covid-19  exacerbated
threats to the safety and
well-being for Asian
American elders ages 60
and up — a community
that was already highly
vulnerable prior to the
pandemic,”  researchers
wrote in the study, which
was released Tuesday.
“Anti-Asian hate and
violence instilled a sense
of fear and anxiety, es-
pecially among Asian
American older adults in
dense, urban areas.”

The report examined data
released by Stop AAPI
Hate, which collected
reports of more than 820
hate incidents against
Asian American elders
from March 2020 to De-
cember 2021. While Stop
AAPI Hate collects inci-
dents in 15 languages on-
line, researchers said that
incidents targeting Asian
American and Pacific Is-
lander elders are typical-
ly underreported due to
technological, linguistic
and cultural barriers.
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People wear protective masks in the Chinatown area of

New York City in August 2020.Noam Galai / Getty Im-

ages file

Researchers revealed that
more than a quarter of
hate incidents against se-
niors involved physical
assault, nearly double the
rate that those under 60
experienced. More than
60 percent of incidents
involved verbal harass-
ment or shunning. Elders
reported their race, eth-
nicity and gender as the
top suspected reasons for
the discrimination they
received.

Asian American seniors
were more likely to face
discrimination on public
streets and at businesses,
similar to younger people.
But seniors were twice as
likely to face discrimina-
tion at private residences,
compared to those under
60.

The attacks have had last-
ing effects. According to
the study, 65.5 percent of
those who experienced
hate incidents reported
stress, compared to 24.2
percent in the overall
Asian American senior
population. The report
also showed that in addi-
tion to the mental stress
elders faced due to rac-
ism and discrimination,
they also confronted so-
cial isolation during the
pandemic, which has
contributed to depres-

sion, anxiety and decline
in physical health. Al-
most 66 percent of Asian
American seniors who
reported hate incidents
experienced more stress
from social isolation,
compared to 43.4 percent
of those who did not.
But mental health is-
sues among the Asian
American senior popula-
tion often go undetected,
the researchers said, due
to systemic, cultural
and linguistic barriers to
treatment, as well as the
“long-standing  cultural
stigma” against seek-
ing help. The study did
note, however, that Asian
seniors said that seeing
an Asian mental health
professional would make
them feel more comfort-
able sharing their diffi-
culties.
“Community-based or-
ganizations are best posi-
tioned to support individ-
ual older adults with their
immediate needs in times
of crisis,” the report said.
“Local, state, and federal
government  agencies,
however, can address
the structural roots that
cause fear, isolation, and
mental health challenges
through culturally and
linguistically responsive
programming.”

BYJOEAM

We need

to geta
handle on
the Marcos
campaign’s
call for
“unity”

to figure
out If it
warrants
support
should it become
an operating
framework for the
Marcos Admin-
istration. Maybe
it does, maybe it
doesn’t.

It seems to me there are
two types of unity, one
that is political, and one
that is Constitutional.
The political call for
unity might see left-
ists and pinks as trou-
blemakers, or threats,
whereas the Constitu-
tional one would see
them, and all groups,
as vibrant diversity in a
welcoming land. This is
pretty straightforward.
Government tagging of

people as a political act,
outside of evidence and
due process, is wrong.
That is abuse under the
false claim of unity.

The Duterte Government
got it wrong. We’ll see
how President Marcos
handles it.

Constitutional unity is
not fear-based. It is fair-
ness based. The Con-
stitution is a unifying
document that defines
the nation’s goals and
structures a government
that exists to take good
care of Filipinos. It takes
care of Filipinos of all re-
ligions, ethnicities, ages,
genders, sexual persua-

sions, regions, families,
occupations, and political
views. Its inclusivity and
its diversity is, in fact, its
unity.

Any call that demands
Filipinos toe a mandated
political line, or engage
in acts that are contrary to
due process, are actually
DIVISIVE, and should be
recognized as such.

Red-tagging, drug-tag-
ging, smearing citizens,
and list-making represent
forms of due process that
are NOT unity in action.

They are its opposite.

Working Together to Deter Anti-Asian Hate

From page 1

Those who sew disharmony in to soci-
ety disrupt peace of mind.

With the increase in anti-Asian hate
events in California and the US, we
must boost the signal on these issues
to reclaim peace of mind and assur-

ance.

Lorrie Spurgat Williams worked in edu-
cation for over 20 years as a researcher,

grant writer, and an at-risk youth mentor.

She studied Child Development and Soci-
ology while raising her two amazing chil-
dren. Happily residing in Elk Grove with
her husband, she loves making memories

with her growing family.

Editor’s Note

W

e were going to call it, “done” this year, as in we’ve
reached two decades of Philippine Fiesta News
publication in our community, and it’s time to re-
tire! And the way we hear news now, locally and globally,
have changed dramatically. The technology and the social
media have made it easier to learn about what’s taking place
around us. They’re way faster than reading hard copies of

any print publication. But suddenly, we come to realize that Philippine
Fiesta News’ mission is not over yet.

For another full year, we are partnering with other Ethnic Media in Sacra-
mento, as part of the grant awarded to us by the California State Library
“to report and create content, to raise awareness of Asian hate incidents
and crimes, as well as survivor services, community healing and preven-
tion resources in the community”.

As you’ve seen in this publication, we have always covered Filipino events
and celebrations with the goal to entertain our readers. This time around
though we are asking our community to join forces with us in our fight to

Stop Asian Hate.

We are calling on our Filipino American Youth, Pinay, and Senior leaders
to participate in our upcoming community conversation scheduled on Au-
gust 20, September 10 and 17. Please read through this issue of PF News

for more information.

Stay safe everyone!

With love always,
Dinnah San Pedro
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BY BEA CUPIN

BANGUED, Abra — July 27 was a
night of little rest and barely any sleep
for most residents of Bangued town in
Abra and nearby Vigan in llocos Sur.

That morning, their towns shook, hous-
es creaked, soda bottles crashed to the
floor, and old buildings — emblems of a
glorious past that this part of the Phil-
ippines is best known for — got dam-
aged that either left them irreparable
or would take lots of funds and lots of
time to repair. The tremors kept com-
ing back sporadically in the evening.

It’s the north that President Ferdinand
Marcos Jr saw upon visiting Abra prov-
ince on Thursday, June 28, a day after a
magnitude 7 earthquake shook the Lu-
zon island, affecting several provinces,
especially those in llocos and Cordil-
lera.

It was both a homecoming — and fam-
ily reunion of sorts — for the President
whose term began less than a month
ago and who, just days prior, delivered
his first State of the Nation Address.

Homecoming, family reunion: Ilokano
president visits earthquake-hit Abra

The President was decidedly lowkey in
his visit, at least for those who were in
Bangued themselves. Marcos, along-
side key Cabinet officials — Special As-
sistant to the President Secretary Anton
Lagdamao, Interior and Local Govern-
ment Secretary Benhur Abalos, Social
Welfare Secretary Erwin Tulfo, and
Defense Officer-in-Charge Jose Faus-
tino — flew from Manila to Vigan, then
by helicopter to Bangued. They arrived
at around 10 am and were out of Abra
before 1 pm.

While in Bangued, Marcos visited the
Abra Provincial Hospital, where some
of the injured were confined, and an
evacuation center at the town poblacion,
where displaced families had spent their
first sleepless night.

In between, Marcos presided over a
briefing on the post-earthquake situ-
ation in Abra and nearby areas led by
provincial and regional officials. There,
he was joined by his sister, Senator Imee
Marcos and his cousin, House Speaker
Martin Romualdez.

Return to normal

COMMUNITY CONVERSATION

SATURDAY, AUGUST 20,2022
12:00PM - 2200PM & KAPITBAHAY
8051 MACK RD, SACRANMENTO, CA 95823
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THE LABAN GROUP WANTS TO HEAR FROM
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FOR QUESTIONS AND TO RSVP, CONTACT:
ANGELA REVERYDAYIMPACTCONSIATING.COM
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The President visits the earthquake-hit province that overwhelmingly chose him as their

leader in the 2022 race.

While the devastation wasn’t at a large
scale and the death toll has, so far, been
mercifully low, life in many towns and
cities in the areas affected by the earth-
quake was anything but back to nor-
mal.

As the day started, residents rose from
their slumber — or what little they got
of it — inside evacuation centers or right
outside their homes, so they could run
out to the streets in case of another
strong aftershock.

There were at least two strong ones
overnight, and at least one more weaker
tremor that morning.

Vice Govenor Maria Jocelyn Bernos
asked national officials when would
residents finally be able to enter their
homes. Science and Technology Un-
dersecretary Renato Solidum said that
would be determined by engineers.

The local government is tasked with in-
specting homes in the aftermath of an
earthquake.

After the hour-and-a-half-long meeting,
the President zeroed in on two points:
bringing life back to normal by making
sure structures are safe and usable, and
making sure national government co-
ordinates with local government units
in planning and implementing those
plans.

“Hindi kayo nag-uulit, hindi kayo nag-
kukulang (You don’t overlap, you don’t
fall short of anything), you plan every-
thing together. You listen to the local
governments because... they are the
ones who have the fundamental respon-
sibility to bring this aid to our people, to
those who have been hurt,” he said.
‘Solid North’

While Marcos’ trip was meant for him
to personally check on the status of
relief efforts in Abra, it turned into a
“sortie” of sorts. During the situational
briefing, local executives called on the
Ilokano President to deliver on the long-
neglected needs of their towns.

At the town square in the capitol of

Bangued, chants of “BBM” greeted
Marcos, as locals gathered both to see
the President and to collect relief goods
and tarpaulins to serve as temporary
shelter while they waited out the after-
shocks outside their homes.
Homecoming, family reunion: llokano
president visits earthquake-hit Abra

“Thank you all very much. Maraming
salamat at sa... Para akong nagkakam-
panya pa rin (Thank you for the... it’s
like I’'m campaigning all over again),”
Marcos joked, adding that it was fun to
campaign in Abra because the results —
referring to the 2022 polls — were even
more fun.

Marcos won big in Abra province
— getting at least 95% of votes in the
presidential race — a fact La Paz Mayor
Joseph Bernos made sure to point out
when he asked for fire trucks and am-
bulances for Abra.

While Marcos didn’t mention the 2022
polls during the briefing with officials,
he did so when he was facing Bangued
locals at the evacuation center.

“Maraming salamat sa tulong ninyo.
Maraming salamat sa suporta ninyo.
Ngayon ako naman ang tutulong sa inyo
at magsusuporta sa inyo,” he added.

(I thank you all for your help and your
support. This time, I’ll be the one to
help and support you.)

In the Cordillera Administrative Region
(CAR) of which Abra is a part of, as of
Thursday, four people died because of
the earthquake. Most of the cities in
CAR and other regions that lost power
due to the temblor have since gotten
their supply back. Mobile services are
fully restored in most town and city
centers.

Over 868 houses were damaged by the
earthquake, with 11 considered totally
damaged. Hours after the briefing head-
ed by Marcos took place, Abra was of-
ficially placed under a state of calamity.
— Rappler.com



a World

philfiesta.net (916) 708-3462 (916) 835-1450

August 2022

| Philippine Fiesta

China and the US are facmg off - and in Talwan we are caught between them

BY BRIAN HIOE

Pelosi’s visit to Taiwan has

been such big news. As
speaker of the US House of
Representatives, she is in direct
succession to the presidency af-
ter the vice-president. No com-
parable visit by a US official
has taken place for 25 years.
On the eve of the visit, there
was talk of a possible fourth
crisis in the Taiwan Strait; Xi
Jinping warned the US that
it was “play[ing] with fire”.
Some commentators have been
hyperbolic enough to invoke
the prospect of world war.

It’s no secret why Nancy

But for people in Taiwan, for
now at least, life carries on as
usual. Such is the nature of liv-
ing in a nation that has long
been seen as a geopolitical
pawn. What the Taiwanese ac-
tually want, or how we feel, is
eclipsed by the “great power”
showdown on our doorstep.
China has announced it will
be conducting live-fire exercis-
es around Taiwan in the com-
ing days in response to Pelosi’s
visit. But there is also nothing
new about Chinese military
threats directed at Taiwan. Bei-
jing considers the island to be
sovereign Chinese territory,
even though it is de facto inde-
pendent; the US is Taiwan’s se-
curity guarantor in the event of
a Chinese invasion. Taiwan be-
lieves China has had thousands
of missiles pointed at us for

decades. Mean-
while, in the past
few weeks, the
domestic news
cycle in Tai-
wan has seemed
more focused on
celebrity gossip
and plagiarism
claims involving
a mayoral candi-
date than global
affairs.

Tensions cer-
tainly are on
the rise. Last
October, China sent a record
number of warplanes into Tai-
wan’s air defence identification
zone. More recently, Chinese
warships have been spotted
off of outlying islands of Tai-
wan, such as Lanyu. But, still,
these military threats often do
not seem to register with the
general public. Beijing has
perhaps failed when it comes
to establishing a narrative of
escalating threats at Taiwan:
for people here, the narrative is
sometimes felt as one of end-
less repetition.

China claims Taiwan to have
been part of its integral terri-
tory since time immemorial.
The history is more complex.
It was only incorporated into
China during the Qing dynasty
in the 17th century — but the
Qing empire only controlled
part of the island and did not
seem particularly interested in
it, ceding Taiwan to Japan after

Nancy Pelosi’s visit the island has put the world on edge.

the Sino-Japanese war in 1895.
After the Chinese civil war,
which led to the triumph of the
communists, control of Taiwan
fell to the losing side, the Kuo-
mintang (KMT), who brought a
new wave of migrants but also
subjected Taiwan to the period
of authoritarianism known as
the White Terror.

Flash forward several decades
and Taiwan is now a flourish-
ing democracy. The Demo-
cratic Progressive party, which
emerged from Taiwan’s democ-
racy movement, holds power. It
currently advocates for main-
taining the status quo, (which
means the ambiguous position
where Taiwan is de facto but
not de jure independent). The
KMT continues to be a politi-
cal party, having reinvented it-
self as a political advocate of
unification, though it has suf-
fered a beating in recent elec-
tions and is trying to change its

pro-China image.
Most Taiwanese
people seem to
support the sta-
tus quo too, with
only tiny minori-
ties wanting full
independence or
unification with
China as soon as
possible. The full
picture is hard to
ascertain  since
there are argu-
ments that the
Taiwanese would
be more firmly pro-indepen-
dence if there were no threats
from China.

When news of Pelosi’s ex-
pected visit broke, | happened
to be in Hualien, on the rural
eastern seaboard, where the
mountainous terrain that char-
acterises central Taiwan meets
the beach. As host to a num-
ber of military bases, Hual-
ien is also where Taiwanese
fighter jets would probably be
deployed from, to conduct in-
terceptions of Chinese planes
in the event of a conflict or air
intrusions.

I was there to observe the
Qataban harvest festival of the
indigenous Kebalan people. |
had looked forward to learning
more about how the Kebalan
have kept their culture alive
after centuries of colonialism
from Han and other groups.
Unverified disinformation cir-
culated, meanwhile, on social

media, such as the claim that
all Taiwanese soldiers had their
holidays called off and were be-
ing recalled to active duty. One
of the community members |
met was actually a soldier who
had taken time off to participate
in the festivities.

Some of the people I spoke to
reflected on the effects tourism
has on their ability to preserve
their culture — Chinese tour
groups having been a common
sight in Taiwan before the pan-
demic. The issue points to part
of Taiwan’s conundrum, in that
it is deeply economically inter-
linked with China.

Immediately prior to the ex-
pected Pelosi visit, China an-
nounced import bans on 100
Taiwanese  food  products.
Previous bans by China were
aimed at pressuring farmers,
fishers and other economically
precarious groups into political
compliance, for fear of being
shut out of the Chinese market.
China has also sought to use
tourism for similar reasons.

Either way, | instead found my-
self on the fringes of the tradi-
tional ceremonies taking callsin
the car park from international
media. At one point, someone
wandered over and asked what
I was doing. They quipped that
I should try to get the ceremony
or the calmness of the beach in
the shot — to show that, in Tai-
wan, life simply carries on.

Black, Asian and Latino communities all faced mass shootings in 2 weeks.
How they’re showing support.

BY SAKSHI VENKATRAMAN

“I hope that we can use this
moment to lean on one an-
other,” one coalition leader
said.

The nation was still reeling
from a deadly shooting blamed
on an alleged white suprema-
cist in Buffalo, New York, an
anti-Asian shooting in Dallas’
Koreatown neighborhood and
slayings at a Taiwanese church
in Laguna Woods, California,
when a gunman Kkilled at least
19 children and two teachers in
Uvalde, Texas, on Tuesday.

Now, Black and Asian Ameri-
can and Pacific Islander com-
munities are showing their
solidarity with the Latino popu-
lation in Uvalde at a time when
calls to protect America’s most
disadvantaged populations are
becoming increasingly urgent.
Latino and Hispanic residents

make up 72.7 percent of
Uvalde County’s popula-
tion, according to census
data.

“I hope that we can use
this moment to lean on
one another,” said Chas
Moore, the founder of
the Austin Justice Co-
alition, a Black-led so-
cial justice organization.
“The Black community
just went through the ter-
rible hate crime that hap-
pened in Buffalo. Now
the Latino community is
going through this. Our
communities are mourn-
ing.”

Civil rights leaders across
communities have been tex-
ting and emailing with one an-
other since the Dallas and Buf-
falo shootings this month, said
John C. Yang, the president
and executive director of Asian
Americans Advancing Justice.

“Even after the Buffalo, La-

Black and Asian American and Pacific Islander
communities are showing their solidarity with the
Latino population in Uvalde at a time when calls
to protect America’s most disadvantaged popu-
lations are becoming increasingly urgent.

guna Woods and Dallas shoot-
ings, all of our communities
had been talking to each other
by text, cellphone and email,”
he said.

With every shooting comes a
new discussion, he said, and
the constant communications

often feel bleak.

“Those conversations
have been angry, sad,
frustrated,” he said.
“When we get on the
phone with each other,
we all have this recog-
nition of ‘here we go
again.” Because this is
not the first time we’ve
had these conversa-
tions.”

Similar discussions, as
well as joint communi-
cations directed at the
White House, have tak-
en place after shootings
at Asian-owned spas in
Atlanta; a Walmart in
El Paso, Texas; Emanuel AME
Baptist Church in Charleston,
South Carolina; and the Tree of
Life synagogue in Pittsburgh.
“The list has gone on,” he said.

“Ata very basic level, | would
ask people to reach out to your
friends and neighbors in the dif-
ferent communities that have

been affected,” Yang said. “Just
open up that conversation and
be courageous in your discom-
fort. We recognize that some
of these conversations will be
hard and uncomfortable, but
we need to have them.”

Authorities said an 18-year-
old man barricaded himself in a
classroom at Robb Elementary
School in Uvalde and opened
fire on students and teachers.
Uvalde, about 83 miles west
of San Antonio, is in a region
with a large Mexican Ameri-
can population, and about 87
percent of the school’s students
are considered economically
disadvantaged.

Yang said the violence against
three communities puts a spot-
light on the dangers of existing
as a minority in the U.S.

“It just re-emphasizes the des-
perate need to work together
and find solutions,” he said.
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BY BENJAMIN ABAYA

ews in bold let-

ters in our daily

papers as well
as television shows and
commentaries have pic-
tured to us vividly the
ugly, violent and lam-
entable political and so-
cial conditions of some
countries in the middle
of pandemic, economic
crisis and many other
human hardships that
greatly affected the lives
of everyone the world
over.

Peace loving people were
shocked and bewildered to wit-
ness in television the assassina-
tion of former Japan’s Prime
Minister Shinzo Abe who held
the position of his country’s po-
litical leadership to be the lon-
gest in history. World leaders
senttheir profound condolences
to the family and the Japanese
people for such a great loss.

Leading other news headlines
were the accounts of the massa-
cre of young boys and girls with
their teachers in an elementary
school at Uvalde, Texas, USA
despite the presence of so many
law enforcement agencies that
made the nation numbed and
many unanswered questions of
why such tragedy happened.
Ironically, the killer in this hei-
nous crime was perpetrated by
18-year-old young man who at
his age can not even permit-
ted to buy a cigarette but can
legally purchase high powered
firearms.

Just lately, a Philippine law-
yer who was only visiting his
mother in the United States
was killed when his car was
riddled with bullets by still un-
known assailant. Early inves-
tigation disclosed that it was
most likely a mistaken identity,
yet to the mind of a keenly ob-
server, it could be a hate crime
against Asian descent in con-
nection with the spread of the
pandemic disease which to a
deranged mind attributed to

Hate Begets Violence Challenges Democracy

have originated
by people coming
from  southeast
Asia.

Accordingly,
there were many
other  incidents
involving Asian
Americans or
just other nation-
als in the United
States, who were
either  assaulted
or just harassed
for being Asian,
claiming that the
current pandemic
has originated and
spread by them. Political pun-
dits and medical experts usual-
ly against China concluded that
the pandemic known as Covid
19 was Chinese origin but as
expected Chinese authorities
denied such perception as they
repeatedly said that it was only
brought by foreign individuals
already infected with the virus
into their country.

The virus was politized during
the presidential election of 2020
when former president Donald
Trump labeled the Covid 19 as
China virus because it emanat-
ed from that country that ignit-
ed more fire and hatred against
Asian descent especially those
coming from Southeast Asia.

Russia, a powerful nation ruled
by a ruthless dictator, waged a
senseless war against Ukraine
to extend its tentacles of tyran-
ny and oppression that continu-
ously affected many nations
politically and economically
not to mention the loss of in-
nocent lives and the destruc-
tion of needed infrastructures
which have nothing to do with
military objectives. Russian
propaganda machines showed
to its people as it encourages
its soldiers to fight Ukrainian
defenders whom they labeled
as Nazi sympathizers to incul-
cate into their minds how their
ancestors fought and hate Nazi
Germany during World War
11.

The tragic occurrences of the
abovementioned news head-
lines were committed with
deeply rooted human emotion
of abomination, thinking that
the perpetrators have the best

solutions to end the problems
that have caused their miseries,
if there were any. There were
other headlines news that we
encountered in our daily read-
ings or just watching TV shows
that were profoundly based on
hatred which resulted into vio-
lence, deaths and destruction of

property.

Paradoxically, topping all
headliners in social media and
other reading references is the
current congressional investi-
gation of the mob who attacked
the US capitol building and
fought with outnumbered se-
curity police force who were
speared, stomped and sprayed
with chemicals. The melee re-
sulted into death, injuries and
the destruction of some parts of
the building.

The unstoppable angry crowd
forced their way into the build-
ing with only one objective to
overturn the result of the presi-
dential election which was
clearly won by Joe Biden in
both popular and the Electoral
College results. The losing can-
didate who was then the incum-
bent president did not concede
and even bragged that he won
the election but was just stolen
from him. Additionally, he did
not also do anything within his
power to send contingent of
National Guards to augment
the police force trying to stop
the seemingly act of insurrec-
tion by the angry crowd.

Incidentally, the crowd con-
sists of different factions, all
were avid supporters of Donald
Trump from the “ Oath Keep-
ers “ to far right racists “Proud

practice in the United States of America, the most powerful and greatest country in the world
was challenged from within only to prevail unbending and victorious.

Boys”. The unruly crowd was
looking for Vice President
Mike Pence who was inside
the session hall performing his
constitutional duty to count
the number of electors in the
Electoral College and to de-
clare the winners for President
and Vice President respective-
ly. The rioters were chanting
“hang Mike Pence” repeatedly
for his refusal to stop his sworn
constitution duty to preside
with the proceeding of count-
ing the electoral votes. It was
even overheard Donald trump
saying “maybe they have bet-
ter idea” for Mike Pence.

January 6, 2021 will surely
go down in the history of the
world as a day when Democ-
racy as practice in the United
States of America, the most
powerful and greatest country
in the world was challenged
from within only to prevail
unbending and victorious.
The Department of Justice and
the January 26 Congressional
committee are now investigat-
ing the role of everyone for

possible criminal ac-
tions to show that in
the United States no
one is above the law.

I was just a little boy
when | and my twin
brother were brought
by our mother to the
United States. My
first encounter with
African  American
boy was in a gro-
cery store, he was
also accompanied by
his mother. The boy
waved at me which |
also did. Such inno-
cent act of greeting
for being friendly became my
natural norm of conduct to any-
one regardless of race and so-
cial standing. Travelling across
the United States has just con-
firmed my highest expectation
that this country welcome so
many nationalities from every
nook and corner of the world
to live and assimilate them-
selves for common good and
contribute their skills for all to
enjoy. It is also the place where
| found solace, peace and com-
fort for my future undertakings,
indeed, the best place to build a
strong foundation of a family
which, of course, | will do.

Deducing from abovemen-
tioned news headlines, one can
say that hates beget endless
violence that usually resulted
into deaths and destruction of
property. And, in addition such
human feeling of hatred can
challenge political ideology
such as our democratic way of
life, the very foundation where
we are supposed to live peace-
fully.
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BY MURRAY NAVARRO
FCSV Secretary

acramento, CA— The

Filipino Community

of Sacramento and

Vicinity, Inc. hon-
ored high school students
in this year’s Scholarship
Award Program (SAP) Night
on July 16, 2022, at Rizal
Community Center. The pro-
gram has three criteria for
the selection process: an un-
weighted grade point average
(GPA) of at least 3.0 of 50%,
an interview portion score
of 25%, and an essay score
of 25%. Usually, academic
curricular activities were in-
cluded in the past years, but
due to the pandemic since the
2020 lockdown, the selection
committee decided to elimi-
nate them.

There are three applicants this year.
These are fresh high school gradu-
ates from Elk Grove Unified School
District: Aurora Carlos — Cosumnes
Oaks High School, Ezekiel Dabay
— Monterey Trail High School, and
Angelo Torricer — Franklin High
School.

Last July 13th, the interview portion
was conducted online through Zoom.
The members of the panel of judges
were Ms. Sharon Council — Principal
of Heritage Peak Charter School of
West Sacramento, CA, Dr. Rosalina
S. Bajolo — Middle School Science
Teacher of New York City, NY, and
Dr. Eduardo Dacpano — Asst. Prin-
cipal of Julius Dorsey Leadership
Academy of Dallas Independent
School District, TX. Each applicant
had a chance to talk in Zoom’s break-
room with the judges. There was a se-
ries of standard questions used by the
judges for a basis of scoring worth
100 points. The essays were given
a score of 25 points by the judges as
well.

The results of the selection process
were the accumulated percentages
from the three categories. The over-
all ranking results were garnering the
top rank is Ezekiel Dabay (94.67%)
who bagged the FCSV Scholarship
Award worth a thousand dollars, run-
ning the second rank is Aurora Car-
los (92.67%) who got the Vicente and
Susana Andrade Scholarship Fund

Award with a monetary
award of three hundred
dollars. Each awardee
was given a Certificate
of Achievement. As a
token of appreciation,
each member of the
panel of judges was
given a Certificate of
Recognition and a gift
card.

Before the awarding
moment, Dr. Rachel
Delos Reyes who is

the current Facilitator

, of UC San Francisco’s

ol | O . ] College of Nursing
Most Outstanding Scholar Ezekiel Dabay with SAP  Practice served as the
Chair Margie Pasalo & FCSV Pres. Dick Mazon awarding  ceremony’s

inspirational ~ speaker
for the scholars. She
emphasized the im-
portance of reaching
college goals and her
altruistic wisdom and
guidance for the schol-
ars’ pathways in their
chosen fields.

Three FCSV board
members  enthusiasti-
cally did the extra mile
in searching for schol-
ars to apply for the said
SAP search. In grati-
tude, they were given
a Certificate of Appre-
ciation. They are BM
Mylene Simons, Trea-
surer Aurora Ramos,
and Asst. Secretary
Margarita E. Pasalo
who also served as the

Second Outstanding Scholar Aurora Carlos with BM  Chajrman of this year’s
Edna Delos Reyes & FCSV 2nd VP Mina Guerra SAP Committee 2022.

Third Outstanding Scholar Angelo Torricer with BM
Sylvia Fortis and FCSV Reigning Mrs. Philippines

Photos by Frank Zabal

The scholars with their family members

Award worth five hundred dollars
and the third rank is Angelo Tor-  Other members are BM Edna Delos

] ' ricer (82.17%) who also got the Reyes, BM Sylvia Fortis, and yours
FCSV food server volunteers with Carol Munar Er|indaAg|ubat Scho|ar5hip Fund tru|y_
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The Filipino Community of Sacramento & Vicinity (FCSV)

Scholarship Awards & The Mrs. Ph|||pp|nes 2022- 2023

1st Canvassing

BY DALE ESPERANTE
n 16 Jul 2022 at the
Jose Rizal hCommu-

nity Center, the com-
munity gathered to honor the
brains and talented beauties of
the FCSV.

To start the evening, Dr. Rachel Delos
Reyes, introduced by FCSV Secretary
Murray Navarro, spoke directly to the
young scholars who listened attentively
to her inspirational speech. Dr. Rachel
currently leads the Academic Program
Unit at UCSF’s highly ranked School
of Nursing. She earned her bachelor’s
degree in Psychology at UC Dauvis,
her master’s degree in Higher Educa-
tion Leadership and Higher Educa-
tion Policy from CSU Sacramento and
Walden University. She also completed
her PHD in Education, specializing in
Higher Education Policy, Management,
and Leadership. She has chaired and
cochaired various national and interna-
tional conferences and studied abroad
in Belgium, Spain, and the Nether-
lands, including Harvard University’s
Graduate School of Education, and The
United Nations. Rachel was born in the
Philippines and raised in Sacramento
by her two parents who are continu-

Elmalyn Llamas

ally active in the Filipino community,
Edna, and Bobby. Her most proud ac-
complishments are being a mom to her
two daughters’, Mia, and KC.

After the inspirational speech of Dr. Ra-
chel, FCSV presented the awards to the

Shane Gitmed

deserving young scholars: 1st Scholar
Ezekiel Mistal Dabay, 2nd Scholar Au-
rora Patterson Carlos, 3rd Scholar An-
gelo Pasalo Terricer. All are 18 years
old: Ezekiel will study to become a
future nurse, Aurora wants to become
an English Teacher, and Angelo will be

Carol Fonseca

Photos by Dale Esperante
Joy Roberts

studying to become a Radiology Tech.
Congratulations to the future leaders
and professionals of our community.

Part Il of the evening’s agenda, the
Mrs. Philippines 2022 — 2023 Popular-

Continued on page 12

A Family in the Medical Field

BY DALE ESPERANTE

Joseph Sarette, son of John and
Presely Sarette of Wilton, recently
completed his Residency in Radiol-
ogy. Four years of medical school,
one year of internship after medical
school, and four years of residency,
the young doctor likes to say that he
finally finished his 25th grade.

On 2 July 2022, John and Presely invit-
ed family and close friends from their
church community to their beautiful
Wilton property to celebrate their son’s
visit and latest accomplishment.

Joseph and his siblings, Johnny, and
Jenely did not have to look far to find
their models to be inspired and become
successful in their chosen careers. Par-
ents John and Presely showed their
kids the way. His father, John, was
a Systems Engineer working for the
Defense Industry before becoming a
nurse. He signed up for the army when
he was going for his master’s degree to
be a Nurse Anesthetist. After the army,
he is now working as a nurse anesthe-
tist at Kaiser Permanente. As for mom
Presely, she retired from Kaiser Perma-

Marci (Joseph s wife) and Joseph with Presely and John Sare-

tte.

nente as a Nursing Professional Devel-
opment Specialist. She graduated from
Far Eastern University (FEU) for her
BSN, then received a master’s degree
in Healthcare Administration at Univer-
sity of Phoenix. Presely grew up in Sto.
Nino Cagayan Valley, Northern Luzon.

Joseph’s brother, Johnny, also gradu-
ated from the Air Force Academy and
received his MD from the Uniformed
Services University in Maryland. He

University for Medical School.

too just graduated from his Residency
earning him a Psychiatry Degree. Their
oldest and only sister, Jenely, received
her BSN Degree from San Francisco
State University, and is now an RN and
a Clinical Instructor in Oahu.

“It was a long road for us all bereft
with all kinds of challenges and sacri-
fices,” according to Presely. “Both John
and | went back to school with 3 kids
in tow while holding full time jobs, but

Joseph Sarette s graduation Older brother Johnny Sarette recelvmg
photo from the Uniform Services his Residency Diploma to become a full

fledged Psychiatrist. He is still serving in
the United States Air Force.

we wanted to set good examples, that
nothing worthwhile comes easy, but
hard work and setting high a goal pays
off in the end.”

Mabuhay and Congratulations Presely
and John for raising wonderful children
who are now successful in their chosen
professions!
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s Fil-Am Vets Activities

BY DALE ESPERANTE

n 17 Jul 2022, Post 604 wel-

comed Boys State delegate,

Garrett Winuk, to their general
membership meeting. The American
Legion Boys State and American Le-
gion Auxiliary Girls State are summer
leadership and citizenship programs
for high school juniors, which focus on
exploring the mechanics of American
government and politics. Young Gar-
rett Winuk recently completed the Boys
State program held at California State
University in Sacramento. He came to
share his experiences being picked as a
Member of the Assembly Committee, as
well as express his gratitude to Post 604
for sponsoring him. He was introduced
by the Post’s Boys State Chairman,
Rey Ado, before being escorted to the
speaker’s podium. After his speech, the
adjutant read the certificates presented
by Commander Alberto Garcia, Sr., to
Garrett and his father, Gary Winuk. Mr.
Gary Winuk is also a member of The
American Legion Magellan Post 604.

Members of the Post are mostly Fili-
pino American veterans, the major-
ity of which are Vietnam Era veterans.

Gary Winuk receiving his certificate for encouraging his
son, Garrett, to attend Boys State as a delegate of Magel-

lan Post 604.

After WWII, the aging Filipino labor-
ers deeded the property to the younger
WWII veterans. Ever since then, the
veterans have been responsible for the
maintenance of the property includ-
ing the preservation of Magellan Hall
which was built circa 1950. A brand-

mander

new roof for the hall was finally in-
stalled last year. Next on the list: paving
of the parking lot, landscaping, upgrade
of walls, ceilings, and floors...etc.

If you would like to help preserve the
legacy of the Manongs and Tatangs

Winuk

Group photo of father and son Winuk with the Post adjutant and com-

who deeded the property in the care
of the veterans, please donate through
GoFundMe: Search for Filipino-Amer-
ican Veterans Memorial Hall or Veter-
ans Magellan Hall. Any amount would
be greatly appreciated. Thank you -
Maraming Salamat Po!

Johnny G. Ruiz

BY DALE ESPERANTE

Veterans of both Filipino Ameri-
can \eterans Association (FAVA),
and The American Legion Magellan
Post 604 attended the funeral service
of Comrade Johnny G. Ruiz, on 11
Jul 2022, that started at 6pm, at East
Lawn Funeral Home in Elk Grove.
Prayer service followed with eulogies
from family and friends covered the
first hour of the evening. At approxi-
mately 7pm, President Jesse Velasco
of FAVA introduced himself, then
introduced the chaplain of Magellan
Post 604. The chaplain remembered
how Johnny Ruiz handled himself

May 27, 1939 - Jun 24, 2022

L= e

e ,&'&F

when he first set foot in Magellan Hall
a few years ago. He spoke and carried
himself honorably. “He was an honor-
able man,” emphasized the chaplain.
Since Johnny was the focus of all the
prayers during the first hour, the chap-
lain offered to say a prayer for the be-
reaved family. Prayer said, the chaplain
joined the column of veterans who have
been standing ready for the Final Roll
Call. President Jesse Velasco was the
first one to respond to the roll call by
answering, PRESENT. He walked up
the center aisle alone and halted before

Veterans slow Funeral Salute

Photos by Dale Esperante

N

FAVA President Jesse Velasco expressing condo-
lences to Manang Norma.

the casket where Johnny Ruiz lies in
repose. There, President Jesse rendered
the slow funeral salute to fallen Com-
rade Johnny. Upon completion of the
salute, the FAVA president proceeded
to take command of the ceremony, call-
ing the names of the participating vet-
erans who answered appropriately and
walked two at a time up the center aisle
to render their salutes.

The final name called by the president
of FAVA was that of Johnny Ruiz. The
president called Johnny Ruiz’s name

three times. After the third time, the
legion chaplain answered, “Sir, our
brother, Johnny Ruiz, is present, but
is unable to answer, Sir.” The presi-
dent then asked everyone to stand up
with the veterans for the playing of
the Taps. All the veterans held their
salutes until the last note of Taps.
To the family and friends of Com-
rade, Manong, Kuya Johnny Ruiz,
may you find strength and comfort
in this time of grief. Have trust and
confidence in God’s heavenly care of
Johnny G. Ruiz. Amen.
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Opinion

BY PERRY DIAZ

ATCHING
THE PUBLIC
HEARINGS

of the January 6th Se-
lect Committee makes
one wonder: Why is
Trump not being pros-
ecuted in spite of the
various damaging tes-
timonies given by wit-
nesses? And by all ac-
counts, why is Attorney
General Merrick Gar-
land hesitant to indict
Trump for witness tam-
pering and other serious
crimes? And without
Garland’s indictment,
Trump will remain scot-
free.  That’s a lot of
power held by one man,
who was appointed At-
torney General by Pres-
ident Joe Biden.

But Garland—who is facing
increasing pressure to indict
Trump over his alleged role in
the January 6, 2021, Capitol
riot—nhas so far refrained from
directly addressing the pos-
sibility of prosecuting former
President Donald Trump.

As the country’s chief law en-
forcement officer, Garland—
who was once former Presi-
dent Barack Obama’s pick for
a seat on the Supreme Court—
has vowed to “follow the facts
wherever they lead—in hold-
ing those behind the attack re-
sponsible.

Pressure on Garland

For some time now, Garland
has faced pressure to indict
Trump as revealed in the on-
going series of hearings from
the House Select Committee
investigating the riot. It has
placed the spotlight on the At-
torney General’s lack of offi-
cial action against Trump.

Members of the January 6th
Select Committee have been
presenting findings, which

showed a coordinat-
ed effort to overturn
the 2020 presidential
election results and
prevent the transfer
of power to Presi-
dent Joe Biden. Had
Trump succeeded in
overturning the elec-
tion results, it would
have resulted in a
coup d’état.  Gar-
land pledged to fol-
low evidence wher-
ever it leads.

However, according
to Press Secretary
Karine Jean-Pierre,
President Biden
won’t pressure Gar-
land to indict Trump.

Independent Department of
Justice

“The Department of Justice
(DOJ) is independent. The
president chose Attorney
General Garland because of
his loyalty to the law and our
Constitution, and to restore the
independence and integrity of
the Justice Department,” she
said. “That’s exactly what the
attorney general is doing, so
we leave it up to the Depart-
ment of Justice.”

The congressional hearings
have once again questioned the
DOJ’s lack of action against
Trump into national debate.
If Garland were to prosecute
Trump, he would be the first
former president to ever be
prosecuted for criminal con-
duct.

It must be remembered that
Garland’s role as Attorney
General is not the same as
when he was a judge. A judge
is a public official whose duty
it is to administer the law, es-
pecially by presiding over tri-
als and rendering judgments.
A judge is a person who de-
cides the fate of someone or
something that has been called
into question.

Donald Trump could be the first former president to face pros-

He’ll leave it up to ecution.
the Department of

Justice to decide whether or
not to indict Trump on charges
related to the January 6th in-
surrection.

A prosecutor or attorney gen-
eral is a lawyer who decides
whether to charge a person
with a crime and tries to prove
in court before a judge that the
person is guilty.

Clearly, Garland seems to
think that he’s still acting as a
judge. He wants to hear all the
arguments before he passes
judgment. As attorney gener-
al, he prosecutes cases before
the judge and acts as the cases
progress.

Democrats want to indict
Trump

Some of the same people
who once considered Merrick
Garland a martyr to Republi-
can treachery—when he was
bypassed for Supreme Court
confirmation by the Senate—
now consider him a disap-
pointment, or worse, as attor-
ney general.

What the Democrats want to
do, most all: Indict former
president Donald Trump. And
rightly so. Trump had pres-
sured Vice President Mike
Pence to block congressional
certification of Joe Biden’s
victory in the 2020 presiden-
tial race. Trump engaged in
this pressure campaign even
though many people—federal
judges, state officials and his
own advisers—had indicated
that he lost the election, the
widespread fraud he kept in-

voking  had
not occurred.
And the Con-
stitution had
demanded
that Biden
take  office.
There simply
IS No reason
why  Trump
shouldn’t be
indicted. He
should never
be allowed to
run for office
again.

With Gar-
land’s appar-
ent  sympa-
thetic feelings
for Trump,
there is a good
chance that Garland would al-
low him to go free. First of
all, Garland’s hesitance may be
of his fear that an indictment
would bring the MAGA right
wing supporters of Trump to
rise up in arms. Just imagine
the same people—the Proud
Boys, the Oath Keepers, and
other pro-Trump right wing
groups—who rioted at the
Capitol coming back armed
to the teeth. It would ensue in
total chaos! It would spark a
real—and bloody—insurrec-
tion. And it will spread na-
tionwide.

Garland’s dilemma

Indeed. Garland has a serious
dilemma: Indict Trump and
he’d see a MAGA uprising.
Free him and he’d ignite the
ire of the people. It’s a no-win
situation for him. But which
would be more palatable for
Garland.  Trump’s one-time
chief strategist Steve Bannon
had warned Garland: “Indict
Trump and we’ll impeach
you!”

Garland could avoid getting
involved directly by letting the
January 6th Select Commit-
tee make the criminal refer-
rals to the DOJ and the com-
mittee staff will turn over the
evidence they have gathered.
Thus, Garland would avoid
being involved directly.

In such a referral, the com-
mittee might reference several

statutes that the DOJ can use
to prosecute Trump and others,
which would include obstruc-
tion of an official proceeding,
conspiracy, and seditious con-
spiracy.

The seditious conspiracy stat-
ute provides that “if two or
more persons . . . conspire to
overthrow, put down, or to de-
stroy by force the Government
of the United States. . . or by
force to prevent, hinder, or de-
lay the execution of any law of
the United States, they can be
fined and imprisoned for up to
twenty years.”

Conspiracy is a powerful
charge. And it looks like the
January 6th Select Committee
is closely examining the facts
to see if they line up. The com-
mittee is exploring whether
“Trump oversaw an unlawful
conspiracy that involved coor-
dination between the “political
elements’ of the White House
plan communicated to Repub-
lican lawmakers and extremist
groups that stormed the Capi-
tol.”

But proving the existence of
a conspiracy can be difficult,
as evidence of an agreement
would need to be shown,
though juries can draw infer-
ences from behavior and testi-
mony without a smoking gun.
However difficult it might be,
it’s doable.

Unafraid of Steve Bannon,
Garland could then prosecute
Trump based on the evidence
gathered by the January 6th
Select Committee. As the
Attorney General, Garland
would only provide the vehi-
cle driven by the January 6th
Select Committee, a clean and
straightforward job.

At the end of the day, Garland
would have achieved some-
thing that would satisfy his
boss, President Biden, and the
American people, preserve de-
mocracy, and prosecute Trump
criminally.

(PerryDiaz@gmil.com)
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“FILIPINO AMERICANS IN THE U.S. NAVY
WERE HONORED!”

BY PELAGIO VALDEZ

he unveiling
and dedica-
tion attract-

ed scores of dig-
nitaries and guests
from the Hampton
Roads region, in-
cluding many Fili-
pinos who served
in the U.S. Navy
and members of
their families. The
event last Saturday
on May 28th, 2022,
was sponsored by
The Council of
United Filipino
Organizations  of
Tidewater, Inc. (CUFOT),
and the Filipino American
National Historical So-
ciety — Hampton Roads
Chapter (FANS-HR), with
support from the Com-
monwealth of Virginia,

R
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The Council of United Filipino Organizations of Tidewater, Inc. (CUFOT),
and the Filipino American National Historical Society with Rear Adm.
Alan Reyes (NAVSUP).

City of Virginia Beach,
and the Hampton Roads
Naval Museum among
others.

Congresswoman Elaine Luria,
(D, VA-02) offered some re-
marks during the event. “Hamp-

ton Roads would not be what it
is without the rich history and
vibrant culture of the Navy and
our Filipino Community, and it
is a great day to come together
and celebrate these 2 institu-
tions that have such an impact
in our area,” Luria said in her
remarks. “This long-awaited
honor will recog-

WHO CAN

= SHARE THEIR HOPES FOR SERVICES TO

COMMUNITY CONVERSATION

SATURDAY, SEPTEMBER 10, 2022
12:00PM - 2200PM &a KAPITBAHAY

8051 MACK RD, SACRANMENTO, CA 95823

ALL SELF-IDENTIFIED PINAY.

TRANSGENDER
AND GENDER NONCONFORMING PINXYS ARE
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THE LABAN GROUP WANTS TO HEAR FROM YOU!
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= SPEAK OUT ABOUT ANTEASIAN HATE AND VIOLENCE
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-
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PINAYS,

nize the service of
countless  Filipino
and Filipino Amer-
ican men and wom-
en who have served
and currently serve
in the Navy.”

According to a
news release from
CUFOT, the major-
ity of the estimated
45,000 Filipino
Americans living
in the region can
trace their lineage
to a Filipino rela-
tive who served in
the U.S. Navy. This
newest historical
marker was select-
ed after Governor
Ralph Northam
announced 5 his-
torical markers
which highlighted
the  contributions
of Asian American
and Pacific Island-
ers to Virginia and
the Nation in Au-
gust 2021.

Rear Adm. Alan
Reyes, who serves

as the Deputy
Commander of
Naval Supply
Systems Com-

mand (NAVSUP) served as
the keynote speaker. Reyes, a
Filipino American, recognized
“the contributions of Filipino
Americans to our great Navy
and to our great nation for over
120 years since President Wil-
liam McKinley signed an Ex-
ecutive Order in 1901 allowing
the Navy to enlist 500 Filipi-
nos. “I’d also like to person-
ally recognize the many Fili-
pino Americans, Navy veterans
and retirees, currently serving
sailors and their families who
are joining us on this wonder-
ful day here in Virginia Beach.
You are truly the embodiment
of why we are here today.”

Julie Langan, Director of the
Virginia Department of Histor-
ic Resources, noted that state
historical highway markers
are “the most publicly acces-
sible and visible program, and
it teaches the public about our
rich range of Virginia history.”
Langan also noted that Vir-
ginia’s roughly 2,500 historical
markers are among the oldest
in the nation, and date back to
1920.

Among the dignitaries offer-
ing remarks at the event were
Mayor Robert Dyer of Virginia
Beach, the Honorable Craig
Crenshaw, Secretary of \eter-
ans and Defense Affairs for the
Commonwealth of Virginia,
Congressman Robert Scott of
Virginia’s Third Congressio-
nal District, and State Delegate
Kelly Fowler, who represents
the 21st District in Virginia’s
House of Delegates.

Ray Obispo, President of
FANS-HR and a teacher at Sa-

Virginia’s newest state historical marker honoring Filipinos in the U.S. Navy.
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lem High School in Virginia
Beach, read the text of the his-
torical marker:

Filipinos in the U.S. Navy:

Filipinos, who had served in
the U.S. Navy as early as the
Civil War, began enlisting in
larger numbers after the U.S.
took possession of the Philip-
pines following the Spanish-
American War. The Philippines
gained independence in 1946,
and an agreement negotiated
the next year allowed the U.S.
Navy to recruit Filipino nation-
als. Over the next 4 decades,
about 35,000 Filipinos served
in the Navy, initially as stew-
ards and mess attendants. Eli-
gible to serve in all enlisted
and officer positions by the
1970’s, they later rose to the
Navy’s highest ranks. Filipino
American communities often
developed near naval bases and
one of the nation’s largest such
communities is here in Hamp-
ton Roads.

At the conclusion of remarks,
dignitaries and guests proceed-
ed outdoors to watch as the
historical marker was formal-
ly unveiled as Deacon Chris
Romero, a U.S. Navy Veteran,
offered a benediction. For those
interested in seeing Virginia’s
newest state historical marker
honoring Filipinos in the U.S.
Navy, the marker is located at
the entrance to the Philippine
Cultural Center of Virginia at
4857 Baxter Road in Virginia
Beach.

“SEMPER FORTIS”
“ALWAYS COURAGEQOUS”
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Will Smith issues new apology for Chris Rock slap:
‘I am deeply remorseful.’

BY NATACHI ONWUAMAEGBU

Finally, some answers to the slap
heard across the world.

On Friday morning, Will Smith re-
leased a video answering questions
about slapping Chris Rock during
the Academy Awards ceremony. The
incident tarnished Smith’s Holly-
wood Golden Boy image (perhaps
forever), led to his decade-long ban
from the Academy and sparked a se-
rious conversation about what role
violence has, if any, in public dis-
plays of anger.

“Disappointing people is my central
trauma,” said Smith, facing the cam-
era. “I hate when I let people down.
It hurts.”

In the nearly six-minute-long YouTube
video, Smith addressed frequent ques-
tions he received after the incident. Did
his wife, Jada Pinkett Smith, tell him to
do it? No. Why didn’t he apologize to
Rock during his acceptance speech just
moments later? It was “a blur.”

During the Oscars, Rock took the stage
to present the winner of the documentary
feature category, but started with a joke.
Targeting Jada Pinkett Smith’s closely
cropped head, which may have been a
result of her struggles with alopecia, he
said, “Jada, | love you. G.I. Jane 2, can’t
wait to see it.” Smith, then strode up to
the stage, slapped Rock across the face
before returning to his seat where he re-

Will Smith

peatedly yelled: “Keep my wife’s name
out of your f---ing mouth.”

Smith offered an apology on social me-
dia shortly after the event, but Rock has
largely stayed silent, though he briefly
touched on the matter during a stand-up
set in March: “I had like a whole show
I wrote before the weekend,” he said,
according to a Washington Post reporter
in the audience. “And I’m still kind of
processing what happened. At some
point, I’ll talk about that.” A represen-
tative for Rock could not immediately
reached for comment.

The video was a chain of apologies — to
Rock, to Pinkett Smith, to his family, to

Will Smith slapped
Chris Rock after the
comedian made a joke
about Smith’s wife’s
hair during the Oscars
on March 27. Smith
won best actor for
“King Richard.”

To his fans who were
let down by his ac-
tions, he said: “I know
it was confusing. |
know it was shock-
ing. But | promise
you, | am deeply de-
voted and committed
to putting light and
love and joy into the

Will Smith slapped Chris Rock after the comedian made ajoke \yor|d. And, you know,

about Smith’s wife’s hair during the Oscars on March 27.

the Academy, to Questlove, to his fans,
even to Rock’s mother who said during
an interview with an NBC affiliate that
when Smith “slapped Chris, he slapped
all of us. He really slapped me.”

There were several moments in which
Smith appeared to be holding back
tears, including when he recalled the
look in the eyes of Ahmir “Questlove”
Thompson, who was awarded the best
documentary trophy for “Summer of
Soul (... Or, When the Revolution Could
Not Be Televised)” shortly after the in-
cident. It was Thompson’s first Acad-
emy Award. Smith paused just slightly
to consider his words: “I’m sorry isn’t
really sufficient.”

if you hang on, | prom-
ise we’ll be able to be
friends again.”

Smith also said he is committed to do-
ing work on himself — he’s trying to
be “remorseful without being ashamed.
Right? I’'m human. And | made a mis-
take and 1I’m trying not to think of my-
self as a piece of s---.”

But according to Smith, Rock still isn’t
ready for a face-to-face apology. “I’ve
reached out to Chris and the message
that came back is that he’s not ready to
talk, and when he is he will reach out,”
Smith said. “So | will say to you, Chris,
| apologize to you. My behavior was
unacceptable, and I’m here whenever
you’re ready to talk.”

BY KATHLEEN A. LLEMIT
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Left: Miss Universe 2018 Catriona Gray hosting the recently concluded Bb.
Pilipinas. Gray with Nicole Cordoves during the delay in the announcement of
Bb. Pilipinas International winner (top, right). Newly crowned 2022 Binibining
Pilipinas queens pose for photos during the grand coronation night at the Smart
Araneta Coliseum in Quezon City on Monday midnight. (L-R) Bb. Pilipinas 2nd
runner-up Stacey Daniella Gabriel, Bb. Pilipinas Globe Chelsea Fernandez,
Bb. Pilipinas Intercontinental Gabrielle Camille Basiano, Bb. Pilipinas Inter-
national Nicole Borromeo, Bb. Pilipinas Grand International Roberta Angela
Tamondong and Bb. Pilipinas 1st runner-up Herlene Budol (bottom, right).

MANILA, Phil-  Pilipinas 2022, @binibiningni-
ippines — Miss colecordoves and | announced

. the winners accordingly based
Universe 2018

Catriona Gray
assured the pub-
lic that she and
co-host, Miss
Grand Interna-
tional 2016 1st
runner-up Nicole
Cordoves, read
the names right
at early Monda
morning’s Binib-
ining Pilipinas
coronation held at
the Smart Araneta
Coliseum in Que-
zon City.

“As the hosts of last
night’s Binibining

on the titles printed on the in-
dividual title cards as these
were handed over by SGV &
Co. partner and representative,
Mr. Ocho,” Catriona wrote on
her social media accounts.

She added that Ocho later re-
checked the cards and con-
firmed the results they previ-
ously announced. This was the
decisive factor that allowed
them to move forward with the
announcement.

“As former candidates our-
selves, we understand what the
girls go through and would,
therefore—without a second
thought—correct any errors, if
any were made. But as already
explained, SGV & Co. partner
and representative Mr. Ocho

himself confirmed the validity
of the results,” Catriona said.

In Catriona’s Instagram post, a
fan asked for a clarification on
the cause of delay as well as
raised the questions many neti-
zens were asking about the cor-
rect names in the envelop.

“The envelope was clear. Like
every announcement we’re
qued (sic) by the director. We
were told to hold,” Catriona re-
plied.

“Let’s celebrate our Queens
who are wearing their right-
ful crowns. Congratulations to
our new @bbpilipinasofficial
Queens! I’'m so excited to wit-
ness your journeys and | know
you will make our country
proud!!” she ended her post.
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Scholarship Awards & The Mrs. Philippines 2022 2023

From page 7

Contest 1st Canvassing of
Votes

Emcee Mina Guerra introduced
the following candidates, each
one walked the ballroom for
everyone to admire their poise
and courage to serve for the
good of the community. Each
one also offered a special talent
for all to appreciate.

Elmalyn Llamas Performed a
contemporary dance number
partnered with Alvin A. Si-
sayan

Carol Fonseca Performed_ a
cultural dance number with
partner Carlos Cordero

Joy Roberts Sang a beautiful
duet with Kitz Clarete

Shane Gitmed Soloed a beauti-
ful medley of songs accompa-
nied by a pianist

Elmalyn Llamas with Alvin Sisayan

Every candidate danced min-
utes with their supporters to
auction off their gifts to the
highest bidder. The highest
bid for the evening reached
$250 for a basket of wine and

Carol Fonseca with Carlos Cordero

cheeses. The tabulation of the
votes was accomplished by a
team led by Luz Daclan, FCSV
Board Member.

Dancing ensued during the

Joy Roberts with Kitz Clarete

counting of the votes until the
last minute of the last hour of
the fun evening. We are proud
of you Dr. Rachel Delos Reyes,
and thank you for inspiring us!
Congratulations to the scholars

Shane Gitmed accompanied by a pianist

Photos by Frank Zaba

and keep up the excellent work!
For the good of our community,
we appreciate the candidates of
the Mrs. Philippines 2022-2023
for their courage and service to
FCSV.

Rey Dedesus, Bert Melliza and Dr. Dio '_
Saturday, October 22,

Lincoln Rills Golf C
1005 Sun City lLlane, Lincoln,

COMMUNITY CONVERSATION

SATURDAY. SEPTEMBER 17, 2022
12:00PM - 2:00PM a KAPITBAHAY
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o= ¥ OU WILL RECEIVE S50 AND LUNCH!
S\Il RDAY, October 22,2022 - SHOTGUN START** - S:30AM

~ STABLEFORD SCORING ~
$120 per Player

Breakfast Goody Bags, Luncheon and Much More!!
PLEASE EMAIL OR CALL US BELOW

Mark Bamba 916-872-347

Tony Bush 916-217 - 5546 - email: tonbush@hotmail.com

Bobby Felix 209-993-9542 email: siribobfamily@gmail.com
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PLEASE MAKE CHECKS PAYABLE TO

SACRAMENTO MAHARLIKA LIONS FOUNDATION
c/o Myrna Agbunag

. e
1572 Chadbury Drive S =
Roseville, CA 95678

- -ll’

or ZELLE to 916 - 335 - 1877

Sacramento Maharlika Lions Foundation is a 501(c)(3) tax- exempt charitable organization
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