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Boracay IslandJustice Secretary Vitaliano 
Aguirre II on Tuesday said 
alleged pork barrel master-
mind Janet Lim-Napoles 
was now ready “to tell all” 
her knowledge about the 
P10-billion Priority Devel-
opment Assistance Fund 
(PDAF) scam.

Aguirre says Napoles 
now ready ‘to tell all’ It was known for 

its white beach, 
which was ac-

claimed as the best 
in the world, Bora-
cay became a very 
popular tourist desti-
nation in the 1980s.  
In 2012, the Philippine De-
partment of Tourism report-
ed that Boracay had been 
named the world’s “second 
best beach” after Provi-
denciales in the Turks and 
Caicos Islands.  That same 
year, it was awarded as the 
“best island in the world” 
from the international trav-
el magazine Travel + Lei-
sure.  In 2013, it emerged 
among the top destinations 
for tranquility and night-
life.   In 2014, it was at the 
top of the “Best Islands in 
the World” list published 
by the international maga-
zine Conde Nast Traveler.  

Paradise Lost
Boracay: 

Janet Lim-Napoles

Aguirre issued the statement 
after he was asked what 
prompted the Department of 
Justice (DOJ) to place Na-
poles under provisional cov-
erage of the government’s 
Witness Protection Program 
(WPP).
   “Janet Napoles is now 

ready to tell all what he 
knows about the PDAF 
scam,” Aguirre said in a 
Palace briefing.
   Aguirre earlier said 
Napoles has executed an 
affidavit which provided 
more details on the misuse 
of the pork barrel funds.

Contact us at 916.538.3255

Saturday, April 14th 
between 9am and 3pm 
at Asian Resources, Inc. 
(5100 El Paraiso) 
in Sacramento!

Register Your 
Filipino WWII 
Veteran for their 
Congressional 
Gold Medal

“Count us out.”

President Rodrigo Duterte 
on Wednesday said the 
Philippines would no lon-
ger join the United States 
in its wars and expeditions, 
saying his country always 
got nothing but “brutality 
and agony.”

Duterte to US: 
Keep PH out 
of your wars, 
expeditions
BY NESTOR CORRALES

President Duterte
“I’m addressing America 
right now; Wwhatever ex-
peditions that you will con-
duct, any wars that you will 
fight in any other countries, 

count us out,” Duterte said 
during his speech at the 
graduation of the Philippine 
National Police Academy 
(PNPA) “Maragtas” Class 
of 2018 in Silang, Cavite.
   The President said the 
Philippines would “stand on 
our own,” saying the coun-
try had enough of colonial 
rule.
   “Wala kaming nakuha all 
these years of sacrifice ex-
cept brutality and agony. We 
will stand on our own,” he 
said.
   “We have been enslaved 
by two countries in succes-
sion – Spaniards for 400 



revealed how she — with 
lawmakers’ signatures, lists 
of projects, and suggested 
NGO-beneficiaries, as well 
as contacts in the Depart-
ment of Budget and Man-
agement — easily secured 
billions of pesos intended 
for government projects.
   To make it appear that the 
funds had in fact been re-

ceived by the intended par-
ties, Luy said, Napoles had 
her children and employees 
use fictitious names and af-
fix their signatures to the 
receipts.
   Albay Rep. Edcel Lagman 
questioned Napoles’ “ut-
terly premature and illegal” 
inclusion in the WPP, given 
that, he said, Justice Secre-
tary Vitaliano Aguirre and 
presidential spokesperson 
Harry Roque had claimed 
that her affidavit for cover-
age application was still be-
ing studied.
   So why had she been 
enjoying protective cus-
tody since Feb 27? Lagman 
asked. And why was it the 
DOJ that signed Napoles’ 
“provisional protection” 
order when the Special 
Prosecutor of the Office of 
the Ombudsman, as well 
as the Sandiganbayan, had 
jurisdiction to grant her dis-
charge as a state witness? 
Lagman added.
   The WPP order has “no 
effect” on the five cases of 
plunder and multiple counts 
of graft pending against 
Napoles in the Sandigand-
bayan, according to the 
Ombudsman. But it greatly 
rankles that she stands to 
benefit from the program’s 
provision of a safe house, 
security, immunity from 
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Lim, Aguirre and Espinosa

President Rodri-
go Roa Duterte 
challenged 

the International 
Criminal Court (ICC) 
“under what power 
do you summon me?”

Duterte issued the warning 
in a speech in Tarlac City 
in answer to the ICC’s de-
mand to explain why he 
was preventing foreign 
tourist groups from stay-
ing at the world famous 
resort in Boracay. The re-
sort is now under a state 
of calamity, as reported by 
the Department of the In-
terior and Local Govern-
ment (DILG). The resort 
was damaged by all kinds 
of rubbish and dirt.
   
“If you don’t like to coop-
erate and begin to protest, 
you are to be faulted, you 
were responsible for the 
damage all these years, 

That the justice system 
in this country has 
been seriously com-

promised was once more 
illustrated by the recent 
one-two punch from the 
Department of Justice: the 
dismissal of cases against 
confessed drug lord Kerwin 
Espinosa Jr. and his sup-
posed suppliers Peter Co 
and Peter Lim, and 
the grant of provision-
al state protection to 
suspected pork barrel 
scam mastermind Ja-
net Napoles.

Even Senate Presi-
dent Koko Pimentel, 
a staunch ally of the 
Duterte administration, was 
hard put to wrap his head 
around this “unbelievable, 
crazy development” of 
Napoles — the supposed 
brains behind the scheme 
diverting some P10 billion 
in lawmakers’ pork barrel, 
or the Priority Development 
Assistance Fund, to bogus 
projects in exchange for 
kickbacks — enjoying the 
privileges of the govern-
ment’s Witness Protection 
Program.
   “Do some people in the 
[DOJ] really believe that … 
Napoles is qualified to be a 
state witness in the PDAF 
scam which she herself in-
vented, organized and per-
petuated?” Pimentel said.
   Napoles’ SOP, as described 
by her relative and for-
mer aide Benhur Luy, was 
breathtakingly simple and 
effective: She approached 
lawmakers and offered to 
“buy” their pork barrel with 
the agreement that they 
would share the proceeds. 
She implicated 20 senators 
and 100 congresspersons 
and their agents in affidavits 
she submitted in 2014.
   A year earlier, government 
agents rescued Luy who 
claimed that Napoles had 
detained him for supposed-
ly skimming off the profits 
from her scam. He blew the 
whistle on his ex-boss and 

Compromised justice system
prosecution, allowances, 
and medical services—all 
funded by taxpayers.
   Opposition Sen. Risa Hon-
tiveros, who described the 
protection order as a “trav-
esty of justice,” said she 
would not be surprised if 
Napoles would also be used 
as a “political weapon,” as 
“those who will not toe the 

line and have strong 
opinions against the 
government’s policies 
and the President him-
self could easily be 
included in Napoles’ 
pork barrel list.”
   Indeed, Sen. Leila 
de Lima — detained 
on the basis of testi-

monies from convicted drug 
felons — wryly noted that 
Napoles would say or do 
anything she was told. De 
Lima, who was President 
Benigno Aquino III’s justice 
secretary when Napoles was 
taken into custody, recalled 
that the first question the 
accused had asked officials 
was who they would want 
her to include in her list of 
pork barrel beneficiaries.
   That the justice system in 
this country has been seri-
ously compromised was 
clearly illustrated in Feb-
ruary 2017, a day after De 
Lima’s arrest and detention. 
Addressing a rally at Rizal 
Park, Justice Secretary Agu-
irre threw a startling ques-
tion at the buoyant crowd of 
President Duterte’s support-
ers: Sino ang gusto niyong 
isunod? He wanted to know 
who the crowd wanted next, 
after De Lima.
   Dismayed by Aguirre’s 
behavior, Sen. Grace Poe 
was moved to remind him 
that he was a justice sec-
retary, and not someone 
“moonlight[ing] as a perya 
barker who agitates the 
crowds.” Aguirre responded 
that his remark was only 
meant for “entertainment.”
   How long before Malaca-
ñang concedes that this man 
is an utter embarrassment? 
inquirer.net

Duterte to ICC
including the local offi-
cials who were all non-
chalant of the problem 
in the island resort. You 
will all be arrested,” 
Duterte warned. “And if 
you put up a fight, then 
I’ll charge you for sedi-
tion for preventing the 
Philippine government 
to do what is good for the 
Filipino people.” 
   “Under Article 139 of the 
Revised Penal Code,” he 
noted, “sedition is problem 
by those rising up ‘publicly 
and tumultuously’ in a bid to 
forcibly attain acts, includ-
ing preventing the govern-
ment or any public officer 
from freely exercising his 
functions or prevent the ex-
ecution of any administra-
tive order.”
   Duterte pointed out that 
the island resort is an issue 
of public interest, public 
health, and law and order. 
“The time will come when 
it is so polluted it can no 
longer be of use for the next 
generations. It is to our in-

terest to preserve its pristine 
state just like before.”
He also repeated his appeal 
to the courts not to interfere 
by issuing temporary re-
straining order on his plan. 
“Please do not make it hard 
for us to operate. It’s not a 
warning actually. I am re-
spectfully requesting the 
judiciary to be sparing and 
making it hard for us to op-
erate.”

Finally, President Duterte 
declared, “It’s either I would 
not believe you or I will put 
you to task for going against 
what is good for all the peo-
ple!”

Please visit our new location at 6221 Mack Road, 
Seafood City Center next to TM Meat Market and LBC.

We’ve Moved!
LUCKY MONEY

Tess Arca                                                   Tel. 916.942.9169
Branch Manager                                                                     Fax. 916.681.8271 
                                                                                                      www.luckymoney.com

Duterte to US: Keep PH out of your wars, expeditions
years and the Americans 
for 50 years. Tama na po 
‘yon. You have had your 
fill. Do not ask for more,” 
he added.
   The Philippines has been 
a longtime ally of the US, 
with the two countries 
signing the 1951 Mutual 
Defense Treaty, covers 
mutual support in case of 
an external attack on ei-
ther country.
   Duterte said the US had 
always demanded their al-
lies to participate in their 
expeditions.
   “They always demand 
[their allies] that they par-

ticipate in the expeditions,” 
he said, citing the wars in 
Iraq during the term of for-
mer US Presidents George 
Bush Sr. and George W. 
Bush.
   Duterte said the Philip-
pines would “never beg for 
any help.”
   “Sometimes it could mean 
really the dignity of the peo-
ple,” he said.

He maintained that the Phil-
ippines would no longer be 
join joint expeditions “un-
less we are threatened di-
rectly.”
   “Unless we are threatened 

directly, there will be no 
more joint expeditions,” he 
said. “At least sa panahon 
ko. Maghintay kayong lahat 
kung mawala ako.”
   He also slammed the US 
for allegedly stealing the 
natural resources of the Phil-
ippines and Middle Eastern 
countries.
   “You stole our natural re-
sources. Yyou stole the oil 
of the Arab countries, divid-
ed it arbitrarily into a nation 
at ngayon kumukuha pa rin 
kayo, hinihigop pa rin ‘yung 
oil and there is trouble ev-
erywhere,” he said.

Just because the spring season has come does not really mean, spring 
has sprung. The east coast is just getting over another snow storm, 
and how about this cold weather in the west coast?

Our Filipino American Community of Sacramento and Vicinity does 
not mind the weather at all. Just recently, another successful fundrais-

ing Fashion Show was held to support their scholarship project. Congratulations 
to the winners and everyone who joined the fashion show.

Also this past weekend was the first anniversary celebration of Rize All Arts 
Center. Time really flew by fast for them. Watch out for their next “Take One” 
dance recital, which will be held on May 19.

The Philippine National Day Association is holding an informational meeting  on 
April 14, in preparation for the Sacramento Filipino WWII Veterans Congressio-
nal Gold Medal (CGM) Celebration, which will be held on October 27. 

Please read through the pages of this April issue of Philippine Fiesta News for 
other events and announcements in our community.

With you always,
Dinnah San Pedro

President  Rodrigo Duterte
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Mutual Admiration: Duterte and Trump
Foreign Secretary Alan Pe-
ter Cayetano was in Beijing 
on Wednesday for talks on 
possible joint development 
projects in the South China 
Sea amid signs of an easing 
of tensions in the disputed 
waterway.
   Cayetano was scheduled 
to meet with his counter-
part Wang Yi later in the 
afternoon and on Friday 
with newly-appointed Vice 
President Wang Qishan, a 
close ally of President Xi 
Jinping.
   China and the Philippines 
have long tussled over is-
lands and reefs in the South 
China Sea and since taking 
office in 2013, Xi has taken 
a hard line on issues of Chi-
nese sovereignty.
   Kicking off his second 
five-year term on Tuesday, 
Xi declared in a fervently 
nationalistic address to the 
ceremonial legislature that 
China would never cede 
“one inch” of its territory.
   China rejected an interna-
tional tribunal’s 2016 rul-
ing invalidating much of its 
claim to virtually the entire 
South China Sea in a case 
brought by the Philippines.
   Prior to his Tuesday de-
parture, Cayetano said the 
sides would discuss “broad 
areas of collaboration,” but 
gave no specifics, according 

Foreign Affairs Secretary Alan Peter Cayetano (L) shakes hands 
with China’s Foreign Minister Wang Yi.

China, PH discuss joint 
South China Sea projects

to Philippine online news 
source Rappler. He said the 
territorial dispute would be 
discussed “in the context 
of how we can improve the 
situation,” and that the sides 
were trying to find a legal 
framework acceptable to 
both that would allow joint 
exploration even as they 
continued to disagree.
   Cayetano said talks would 
also touch on agricultural 
exports, investment in in-
frastructure and operations 
against Muslim extremists 
allied with the Islamic State 
group in the southern Phil-
ippines, Rappler reported.
   President Rodrigo Duterte 
has pushed for closer rela-
tions with Beijing, down-
playing the dispute over ter-
ritory claimed by both sides 
and courting Chinese aid 
and investment. For its part, 
China has eased pressure on 
Philippine fishermen and is 
working with the 10 mem-
bers of the Association of 
Southeast Asian Nations to 
reach a code of conduct to 
avoid frictions while operat-
ing in the area where an esti-
mated $5 trillion in interna-
tional trade passes annually.
   Along with rich but dimin-
ishing fishing stocks, the 
South China Sea is believed 
to hold deposits of oil, gas 
and other resources.

President Trump has reiter-
ated his calls for the U.S. 
to impose the death penalty 
on drug dealers, praising 
countries like the Philip-
pines, China and Singapore 
that apply capital punish-
ment to drug traffickers. 

During a speech on Satur-
day, Trump recounted con-
versations with Chinese 
and Singaporean leaders 
who, he said, solved their 
countries’ drug problems 
by executing drug traf-
fickers. Trump has also 

Death to Drug Dealers: Trump 
Threatens to Ramp Up Drug 
War, Praising Efforts 
in Philippines & China

BY WENDY BROWN

BY GAEA KATREENA CABICO

BY THE ASSOCIATED PRESS

Donald Trump: “Think of it. You kill 5,000 people 
with drugs, because you’re smuggling them in and 
you’re making a lot of money and people are dying, 
and they don’t even put you in jail. They don’t do 
anything. But you might get 30 days, 60 days, 90 
days. You might get a year. But you’re not going to 
get—and then you wonder why we have a problem. 
That’s why we have a problem, folks. And I don’t—I 
don’t think we should play games.” 

The former deputy presi-
dential spokesperson of 
President Benigno Aquino 
III raised concerns on the 
credibility of Janet Lim-
Napoles, the alleged brains 
behind the multibillion-peso 
pork barrel scam, noting that 
she is willing to tag anyone 
to evade punishment. 
 
Abigail Valte said the cred-
ibility of Napoles, who is 
now “provisionally” covered 
by the witness protection 
program of the Department 
of Justice, is questionable. 
   “In the beginning, we al-
ready saw that she was will-
ing to point a finger at any-
one just to get herself off 
the hook. I don’t think that’s 
changed now,” she said in an 
interview on ANC’s “Early 
Edition” Thursday.
    Valte said that Napoles 
offered to add names of any 
politician when she submit-
ted to the Department of Jus-
tice the list of legislators—
dubbed as “Napolist”—who 
were allegedly linked to the 
pork barrel scam. 

Members of the opposition warned that alleged pork barrel 
scam mastermind Janet Lim Napoles might be used as a weap-
on to harass those who criticize the current administration.

Napoles will implicate 
anyone to get off the 
hook, warns Valte

    “Sinabi niya [kay then-
DOJ Secretary Leila de 
Lima]: ‘Ma’am, sino bang 
gusto niyong ilagay namin 
sa listahan?’ And Secre-
tary De Lima was very 
shocked because her reply 
was: ‘Wala kaming gustong 
ilagay. Gusto namin [mala-
man] kung sino talaga naka-
transaksyon mo,’” she said. 
    In a statement Wednesday, 
De Lima also said that Na-
poles is a “polluted source” 
and has “no credibility.”
    “Now [DOJ Secretary] 
Aguirre wants the Sandi-
ganbayan to bow to Malaca-
ñang’s wish and throw away 
all the evidence against Na-
poles and turn her over to 
the DOJ. They’re helping 
her attain freedom so they 
can use her for their own 
malevolent agenda,” De 
Lima said. 
 
New names in pork barrel scam
Aguirre, in an interview on 
GMA News TV’s “State 
of the Nation with Jessica 
Soho” Wednesday, said that 
Napoles gave him “in strict-

est confidence” the names 
of new officials involved in 
the Priority Development 
Assistance Fund scam. 
   He has not yet revealed 
who these officials are. 
 Aguirre also alleged that his 
predecessor failed to release 

repeatedly expressed ad-
miration for Philippines 
President Rodrigo Duterte 
and said he’s done an “un-
believable job on the drug 
problem.” Last month, 
the International Criminal 
Court opened a prelimi-
nary investigation into ac-
cusations that Duterte had 
committed crimes against 
humanity by overseeing 
the killing of up to 8,000 
people in his so-called 
war on drugs. We speak to 
Widney Brown, the man-
aging director of policy at 
the Drug Policy Alliance.

other names to “cover up” 
their involvement. 
    Members of the op-
position warned that Na-
poles might be used as a 
weapon to harass those 
who criticize the current 
administration.
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Philippine News

BY KRISTINE JOY PATAG

March 19 marked a monu-
mental day for advocates of 
divorce.

In a vote of 134-57, the lower 
house of Congress approved 
on third and final reading 
House Bill 7303 or “An Act 
Instituting Absolute Divorce 
and Dissolution of Marriage 
in the Philippines.”
  Seen as a “pro-women 
legislation,” the bill aims 
to legalize divorce in the 
Philippines—the only other 
country aside from the Vati-
can City where it is illegal to 
do so. 
 The proposed measure 
pushed by progressive par-
ty-lists in Congress also saw 
support from two unlikely 
allies: opposition lawmaker 
Rep. Edcel Lagman (Al-
bay), the main sponsor of 
the bill, and House Speaker 
Pantaleon Alvarez, one of its 
co-authors.
 
Here’s what you need to 
know about moves to legalize 
divorce in the Philippines.

1. What options are available 
for Filipinos who want to get 
out of marriage?
Currently, the only legal re-
course available to Filipinos 
who want to exit a failed 
union is through an annul-
ment or a petition for legal 
separation. These two op-
tions have different grounds 
and end results.
    Under the Family Code of 
the Philippines, a marriage 
may be annulled if any of 
the following grounds exist: 
lack of parental consent, psy-
chological incapacity, fraud, 
marriage by force or intimi-
dation, inability to consum-
mate the marriage and if one 
party has contracted a sex-
ually-transmissible disease. 
The 1987 Family Code was 
introduced under the presi-
dency of Corazon Aquino.
    Those seeking annul-
ment must undergo a mental 
exam, testify in court and 

Legalizing divorce in the Philippines: What you need to know
sometimes even claim they 
or their spouse entered the 
union while afflicted by a 
psychological disorder. The 
process can cost at least 
P250,000 and take anywhere 
from one to 10 years given 
the congestion in Philippine 
court dockets.
    Meanwhile, a petition for 
legal separation requires any 
of the following grounds: re-
peated physical abuse from 
partner, coercion to change 
religious or political affilia-
tion, attempt of respondent 
to corrupt petitioner or their 
child to engage in prostitu-
tion, respondent meted with 
imprisonment of more than 
6 years, drug addiction of 
spouse, lesbianism or ho-
mosexuality, bigamous mar-
riage, sexual infidelity or 
perversion, attempt against 
the life of spouse and aban-
donment without justifiable 
cause for more than a year.
    If the petition is granted, 
the couple may live sepa-
rately from each other. The 
conjugal partnership is also 
dissolved, but the marriage 
bonds are still in effect.
Annulment also allows re-
marriage but legal separa-
tion does not.

2. Why is there no divorce law 
in the Philippines?
Across the globe, the Philip-
pines and the Vatican are the 
only states without divorce 
but allow the annulment of 
marriages. The Vatican is 
an independent state headed 
by the pope, who also heads 
the Catholic Church. The 
Philippines, meanwhile, is 
a predominantly Catholic 
country. Majority of couples 
also opt to marry in church. 
    A week before the Divorce 
Bill got the approval of the 
lower house, the Catholic 
Bishops’ Conference of the 
Philippines issued a state-
ment calling for “more rea-
soned debates on the issue.”
    The CBCP warned that 
lawmakers packaged di-
vorce as an “easy option,” 
which may result in mar-

riages and fami-
lies breaking up 
more easily.
    “We merely 
ask that they 
consider the 
possibility that 
divorce, while 
it may indeed 
provide quick le-
gal remedies for 
some seemingly 
‘failed marriag-
es,’ might end up 
destroying even 
those marriages that could 
have been saved by dia-
logues or the intervention of 
family, friends, pastors and 
counselors,” Archbishop 
Romulo Valles, president of 
the CBCP, said.
   The CBCP, however, can-
not participate in the bill’s 
interpellations. Some also 
raised the separation of the 
Church and State as en-
shrined in the 1987 Consti-
tution.
   
Gabriela Women’s Party 
Rep. Emmi de Jesus in a 
statement after the bill hur-
dled the lower house reiter-
ated calls for its legaliza-
tion.
Entering the contract of mar-
riage, that is recognized by 
the state, is a right. A right 
that has corresponding obli-
gations which must be met 
by both sides. There should 
be love, respect, support and 
other factors that ensure a 
happy and healthy relation-
ship.
If there are violations of 
these obligations, that some-
times even endangers the 
life and sanity of the couple, 
it is just for the state to also 
recognize their right to end 
the contract and exit the 
failed relationship.
   Gabriela Women’s Party 
has been pushing for the le-
galization of divorce since 
the 13th Congress when 
it first secured seats in the 
lower chamber.
   Muslims in the Philippines, 
however, are not covered by 
the ban on divorce. Presiden-

tial Decree No. 1083, signed 
by the late strongman Ferdi-
nand Marcos Sr., provides 
that a couple married under 
the Muslim laws “have the 
right to divorce.”

3. How did the divorce bill fare 
in past administrations?
This was the first time that a 
proposal to institute divorce 
in Philippine laws reached 
the plenary of the lower 
house.
   Rep. Edcel Lagman (Al-
bay) is the main sponsor of 
the bill. It was approved on 
March 19.
    The divorce bill was first 
introduced during the 13th 
Congress in 2005. Bills 
pushing for divorce was 
also filed by lawmakers for 
the 14th, 15th and 16th Con-
gress.
  For the 15th Congress, 
then-Rep. Rufus Rodriguez 
(Cagayan de Oro) and Rep. 
Marlyn Primicias-Agabas 
(Pangasinan) sponsored 
House Bill 4368 that seeks 
to “harmonize” the Family 
Code “with recent rulings of 
the SC on divorce obtained 
by the alien spouse in an-
other country.” The House 
plenary approved the said 
bill on Sept. 26, 2012, and 
was received by the Senate 
on the same day.
   Then Gabriela Women’s 
Party Rep. Luzviminda 
Ilagan also filed a bill to 
amend the Family Code and 
introduce divorce. The bill 
was referred to the Commit-
tee on Revision of Laws on 
Jan. 26, 2011.

   Five similar 
bills on divorce 
were also filed 
during the 16th 
Congress. The Il-
agan-sponsored 
bill has been 
pending with the 
Committee on 
Population and 
Family Rela-
tions since May 
20, 2014.

4. What are the 
pertinent details of HB 7303?
House Bill 7303 aims to 
make divorce more acces-
sible to a wider range of 
couples seeking liberty from 
irreparable marriage. 
    It provides that the “State 
shall assure that the court 
proceedings for the grant 
of absolute divorce shall be 
affordable and inexpensive, 
particularly for court assist-
ed litigants and petitioners.”
    The proposed measure also 
pushes for a pro-women leg-
islation as the bill notes that 
in most cases of irreparable 
marriages it is the wife who 
is entitled to liberation from 
an abusive relationship.
    The status of the children 
of divorced couples also 
takes precedence. A joint 
petition for divorce should 
include a plan for parent-
hood that details support, 
parental authority, custody 
and living arrangements of 
the common children.
   For the legitimate and ad-
opted children of divorced 
spouses, they will retain 
their legal status after the pe-
tition for divorce is granted. 
A child born or conceived 
within 300 days after fil-
ing for divorce is also con-
sidered a legitimate child, 
except when the basis for 
divorce is marital infidelity 
of the wife.
 The bill also proposes that 
divorced spouses shall have 
the right to remarry.
 It also prioritizes filing of 
Filipinos working abroad.
    One of the grounds under 
the proposed bill is when 

“one of the spouses under-
goes a gender reassignment 
surgery.” Other grounds in-
clude:
*reasons stated under legal 
separation and annulment 
under the Family Code
*separation of spouses for at 
least five years
*legal separation by judicial 
decree for at least two years
* psychological incapacity
*irreconcilable marital dif-
ferences

The bill also seeks to penal-
ize a spouse found guilty of 
coercing his or her partner 
into marriage. The respon-
dent will face imprisonment 
of five years and a fine of 
P200,000.

5. So what’s next for the 
divorce bill? 
The Senate is due to receive 
the bill approved by the low-
er house. But it is expected 
to face a tougher passage 
there with several senators 
publicly stating their oppo-
sition.
    Senate President Aquilino 
“Koko” Pimentel III, a par-
ty-mate of President Rodri-
go Duterte, had earlier said 
that he is more inclined to 
add more grounds for annul-
ment than push for divorce.
    Should the two chambers 
of Congress approve the 
same version of the bill, it 
would be elevated to Mala-
cañang for the signature 
of the president. Duterte, 
however, might veto a Con-
gress-approved divorce bill 
as he has been vocal of his 
disapproval of it. During the 
March 2016 presidential de-
bates, Duterte has thumbed 
down divorce. 
   Hours before the voting 
at the lower house, presi-
dential spokesperson Harry 
Roque reiterated Duterte’s 
stance against it.
 
The 72-year-old Philippine 
leader has separated from 
his estranged wife through 
annulment long before he 
was elected president. 
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BY CODY CEPEDA

By EDU PUNAY

Perhaps it’s easier to 
point out all the so-
ciopolitical wrongs 
in the country when 
you’re coming from a 
place of convenience, 
say, when reading a 
newspaper or watch-
ing late-night news 
at home. But when 
it comes to one’s ac-
tions, it’s easier to 
turn a blind eye or 
look the other way.

Tony Award-winning 
singer and actress 
Lea Salonga was in the Ni-
noy Aquino International 
Airport when something 
happened that irked her. She 
took to Twitter last March 
18 to share her 
experience, writ-
ing, “Excuse me, 
lady, what part of 
‘Wait behind yel-
low line’ do you 
not understand? 
#Seriously.”
   
It seems Salonga 
was already in the 
baggage retrieval 
area of the airport 
when she noticed 
a lady who wasn’t 
following the rule that one 
must stay behind the yellow 
line while waiting for their 
luggage.
   “Mga simpleng patakaran, 
ayaw sundin. Kahit saan,” 
wrote Salonga further. “Kai-
langan pa ba tanungin kung 
bakit bilang bansa, hindi 
tayo umuunland?”

Lea Salonga calls out another un-
disciplined fellow Filipino in airport: 
‘This is why we do not progress’

   (These are simple rules 
and we refuse to follow, ev-
erywhere. Do we still really 
need to ask why we do not 

progress as a nation?)

In the end, Salonga shared 
the lady recognized her and 
that was when she took the 
opportunity to tell her she 
wasn’t supposed to be there. 
“End of the story, lady rec-
ognized me, after which I 
told her to back up to be-

hind the yellow line 
while saying she 
wasn’t supposed to 
be there. Firmly, but 
not meanly.”
   When a netizen  
asked Salonga if the 
lady was a foreigner 
or Filipino, Salonga 
replied, “Old lady 
Filipino. Most likely 
balikbayan.”
   
This isn’t the first 
time Salonga had 
been irked by people 
not following simple 
rules at the airport. 

Back in December 7 last 
year, Salonga tweeted a pic-
ture of her at NAIA once 
again, with people cross-
ing the yellow line in the 

baggage retrieval 
area. She wrote 
then, “Why even 
have that yellow 
sticker if it won’t 
be followed?”

Meanwhile, neti-
zens empathized 
with Salonga, 
agreeing with her 
that the problem 
sometimes is not 
with the President 
nor the govern-

ment, but fellow Filipino 
citizens who cannot follow 
simple rules.
   “Minsan talaga it’s not the 
President nor the govern-
ment eh,” wrote a certain 
Angelika  to Salonga. “Mga 
kapwa Pilipino talaga, lu-
malabag ng batas. Haaay, 
nako! How will our country 

prosper if ganyan ang 
iba? Simple rules, we 
cannot follow!”

(Sometimes it’s really 
not the President nor 
the government. It’s re-
ally our fellow Filipinos, 
disobeying rules. Sigh! 
How will our country 
prosper if others are like 
this? Simple rules, we 
cannot follow.)
  
“Exactly! That’s why I 
really believe that the 
first step for the devel-
opment of our country is 
DISCIPLINE,” another  
said.
   
Perhaps before harp-
ing about social change, 
people should also dou-
ble check if we ourselves 
are setting a good exam-
ple as self-disciplined 
and law-abiding citizens. 
Ignorance of the law ex-
cuses no one — and this 
goes the same way for 
the simplest of rules.

Lea Salonga

Chief Jus-
tice Maria 
Lourdes 

Sereno has recov-
ered some of her 
supposedly miss-
ing statements of 
assets, liabilities 
and net worth 
(SALN) – an issue 
that is being used 
by her critics as 
basis for her im-
peachment.

Sereno’s camp will use 
the recovered SALNs to 
bolster her defense in the 
impending impeachment 
trial at the Senate.
   These SALNs will be 
submitted to the Senate, 
sitting as the impeach-
ment tribunal, and not to 
the Supreme Court (SC) 
where a petition was filed 
by the Office of the So-
licitor General seeking her 
ouster.
   Lawyer Romeo Igot has 
petitioned the SC to com-
pel Sereno to submit the 
missing SALNs.
   Sereno manifested this 
plan to the high court in 
her comment to the quo 
warranto plea filed by So-
licitor General Jose Calida 
over her invalid appoint-
ment in 2012 for failing 
to meet the 10-year SALN 
requirement for the SC 
post.
  “The Chief Justice re-
trieved her missing 
SALNs and will present 
them before the Senate 
without prejudice to her 
legal defenses in light of 
the fact that her alleged 
failure to file SALNs be-
fore she joined the SC is 
not within the scope of 
the impeachment com-
plaint or the grounds for 
impeachment provided in 
the Constitution,” read the 
chief magistrate’s 77-page 
answer. 

“With due respect, the 
Chief Justice declined to 
produce these SALNs be-
fore this Honorable Court 
because of her objec-
tions on the jurisdictional 
grounds to the petition and 
the proceedings being tak-
en hereunder,” it added.
   The SC yesterday ordered 
Calida to answer Sereno’s 
defense and submit a reply 
within five days from no-
tice. 
   The justices will decide 
whether there is a need to 
hear the case in oral argu-
ments.     
   The non-filing of SALNs 
by Sereno during her stint 
as professor at the Uni-
versity of the Philippines 

Sereno’s camp will use the recovered SALNs to bolster her defense in 
the impending impeachment trial at the Senate.

Sereno to present ‘missing’ SALNs

College of Law was among 
the grounds in the articles 
of impeachment approved 
by the House committee on 
justice.
   It was also the basis for 
the quo warranto petition 
filed by Calida, who ac-
cused her of failure to meet 
the integrity requirement in 
the Constitution because of 
the non-submission of her 
SALNs.
  During the impeachment 
hearing at the House of 
Representatives, it was dis-
covered that Sereno only 
submitted three SALNs cov-
ering 2009, 2010 and 2011 
instead of 10 as required by 
the rules of the Judicial and 
Bar Council.
  It was also discovered that 
she submitted her SALN to 
UP only in 2002. Sereno al-
legedly did not submit her 
SALNs in 2001 and 2003 to 
2009 when she taught in the 
premier law school.
  The filing of SALNs is 
required under Article XI, 
Section 17 of the 1987 Con-
stitution and the Code of 
Conduct and Ethical Stan-
dards for Public Officials 
and Employees.
  But Sereno argued that she 
was not required to submit 
SALNs in those years as she 
was on leave during the pe-
riod of July to October 1998, 
June 2000 to May 2001, 
June 2001 to May 2002, No-
vember 2003 to May 2004, 
June 2004 to October 2004, 
February 2005 to October 
2005 and November 2005 
and May 2006.

“Since the record shows 
that the Chief Justice was 

on leave without pay, she 
was not required to file any 
SALN for these years,” the 
Chief Justice pointed out.
   Sereno, who is on leave 
while facing impeachment 
proceedings before Con-
gress, said the submission 
of SALNs was not among 
the documents which the 
JBC considers “evidence of 
integrity” under Section 1, 
Rule 4 of the JBC Rules. 
   “In fact, the filing of the 
SALN is not even mentioned 
in any of the six sections 
on integrity. In sum, based 
on the JBC rules, the non-
filing of one’s SALN does 
not negate one’s integrity. 
Therefore, even assuming 
that it was shown that the 
Chief Justice had not filed 
her SALNs as a UP profes-
sor, said failure would not 
necessarily have made her 
ineligible for the position of 
Chief Justice,” she stressed.
   Sereno also alleged that 
the solicitor general failed 
to prove the theory that she 
was not qualified to become 
Chief Justice for lack of in-
tegrity, arguing that the peti-
tion could not prove such al-
legation by citing the SALN 
issue alone.
   “The failure to file one’s 
SALN, or to submit the same 
to the JBC, has no bearing 
on the relationship to the 
Chief Justice’s integrity, 
there being no allegation, 
let alone evidence, that she 
had committed corruption 
by acquiring unexplained 
wealth,” she explained.
   
Sereno has asked the SC to 
dismiss the quo warranto 
petition filed by Calida.
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More ways to support My Sister’s House 
Visit our Cafe
What’s better than a steaming hot bowl of pho on a rainy 
day? Answer: Knowing that you’re helping domestic 
violence survivors get “back on their feet” financially.

Location: 
455 Capitol Mall, Sacramento, CA
Hours: Mon - Fri., 9am - 5pm

My Sister’s House 17th Anniversary Gala
Monday, May 21st

Crest Theater, 1013 K Street

The Sacramento LGBT Community Center 
is on high alert after receiving two letters 
containing death threats and homophobic 
language Wednesday.

Both letters had a “faith-based bent” to them, 
said David Heitstuman, center executive di-
rector, and were more specific in nature than 
past hate mail the center had received.

“They talked about various ways they felt 
homosexuals have plagued society, then 
went on to talk about the various ways they 
would harm our community, including de-
stroying and murdering every queer, lesbi-
an, gay, bisexual (person) in Sacramento,” 
Heitstuman said.

Heitstuman called the Sacramento Police 
Department, who took the letters as evidence 
and began investigating the situation as a 

A pride flag and the American flag hang over the Sacramento LGBT Community Center in midtown 
Sacramento. 
BY BENNY EGEL

Police investigate hate crime after death 
threats made to Sacramento LGBT center

possible hate crime. The letters included 
a similar language and tone, said Officer 
Linda Matthew, police spokeswoman.

No arrests had been made as of Friday 
morning.

The LGBT Community Center, at 1927 
L St., occasionally receives hateful calls 
or emails, Heitstuman said, and has had 
rainbow flags stolen from outside the 
Lavender District building in the seven 
years since he joined the board.

“It’s an unfortunate reality that this sort 
of hate exists in our community, and it’s 
a travesty that so much of it continues to 
be directed at the LGBT community and 
other marginalized populations,” Heitstu-
man said.

Members of PNDA’s Board of Directors and our Filipino community partners joined 
the Ethnic Studies NOW Coalition in addressing the Elk Grove Unified School District 
Board of Trustees. We joined other parents, educators, community leaders, and, most 
importantly, students in recommending that Ethnic Studies be brought to EGUSD as a 
graduation requirement. We highlighted PNDA’s mission: “To create and carry out edu-
cational, cultural, artistic, and other programs that contribute to the betterment and em-
powerment of the Filipino-American Community. To accomplish this mission, PNDA 
will mentor, educate, and support Filipino youth, in order to promote an appreciation of 
the distinct contributions of Filipino-Americans to the regional and national communi-
ties, to stimulate intergenerational community leadership, and to assemble multicultural 
partnerships.” Thanks to our Board, our partners, and our community, we have taken a 
huge step in securing a better future for our students, and, in this way, we have contin-
ued the mission of PNDA

Photo by Chelsea Lee

Ethnic Studies NOW EGUSD!

Photo by Hector Amezcua
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BY DANICA COTO
COROZAL, Puerto Rico
Hurricane Maria shredded the 
electric poles in this plantain farm-
ing town high in the mountains of 
central Puerto Rico, leaving tens 
of thousands of people without 
power or running water. Desper-
ate, residents of the town’s Barrio 
Mana neighborhood asked federal 
officials for a generator to pump 
water from the well that supplies 
the neighborhood’s 130 families.

That was nearly six months ago. 
Today, like everyone in Barrio 
Mana, World War II veteran An-
tonio Morales, 93, sleeps in a sin-
gle-story concrete home with no 
running water, its floor covered 
with dozens of gallon jugs and 
plastic buckets of water that his 
nurse uses to bathe him.
   “Barrio Mana is not even on the 
government’s radar,” said Mo-
rales’ 61-year-old daughter-in-
law, Maria Perez, her eyes filled 
with tears. “Practically no one has 
shown up here.”
   Super-charged with energy from 
unusually warm seas, Hurricane 
Maria caused roughly $100 billion 
in damage to Puerto Rico when it 
roared across the island Sept. 20, 
according to the government of 
the U.S. territory. In November, 
Puerto Rico asked Congress for 
$94 billion to fund needs ranging 
from power restoration to home 
repairs.
   U.S. lawmakers have appropri-
ated $23 billion in direct aid, a re-
sponse that some Puerto Rican of-
ficials called woefully inadequate. 
Separately, the Federal Emer-
gency Management Agency has 
spent some $6 billion for Puerto 
Rico from its standing emergency 
funds since the hurricane.
   As the six-month anniversary of 
the Category 4 storm approaches, 
only a fraction of the $23 billion 
in congressionally approved funds 
has actually been spent in Puerto 
Rico. In February, a $4.7 billion 
loan approved last year for Texas, 
Florida, the U.S. Virgin Islands 
and Puerto Rico was reduced by 
the U.S. Treasury Department to 
$2 billion for Puerto Rico, none 
of which has been disbursed. And 
programs funded with FEMA 
money, like generators for rural 
wells, have yet to reach thousands 
of Puerto Ricans like those in Bar-
rio Mana, American citizens liv-
ing in Third World conditions six 
months after a natural disaster.
   Puerto Rican officials say the 
Trump administration is neglect-
ing the territory because it doesn’t 
have a vote in Congress or presi-
dential elections. The Trump ad-
ministration has blamed Puerto 
Rico for creating delays in the 
disbursement process, but has not 
been more specific.
   Meanwhile, tens of thousands of 
Puerto Ricans are still waiting for 
permanent shelter, water or power 
as the next Atlantic hurricane sea-
son approaches.
   “If we were a state, the response 
certainly would have been a lot 
quicker,” said Omar Marrero, 

93-year-old World War II veteran Antonio Mo-
rales rests in a single-story concrete home with 
no running water, in Corozal, Puerto Rico.

6 months after Hurricane Maria, 
Puerto Rico pleads for help

director of Puerto Rico’s 
Central Recovery and Re-
construction Office. He said 
that of the $23 billion, Puerto 
Rico has so far received only 
$1.27 billion for its federal 
assistance nutrition program 
and $430 million to help re-
pair public infrastructure.
   Last week, 58 U.S. legis-
lators sent a letter to U.S. 
Treasury Secretary Steve 
Mnuchin demanding the agency 
expedite the loan process and of-
fer the full amount.
   “At a time when people on the 
island are hurting, it is unconscio-
nable to not provide maximum 
relief to American citizens at the 
hour of their greatest need,” they 
wrote. “Unfortunately, the Trea-
sury Department seems more con-
cerned with repayment of the loan 
than in providing emergency li-
quidity relief to an island battered 
by two hurricanes and 11 years of 
recession.”
   Puerto Rico remains mired in 
a longstanding economic crisis, 
struggling to restructure a portion 
of $73 billion in public debt ac-
cumulated through years of mis-
management, corruption and the 
elimination of decades-old federal 
tax breaks. The response to Maria 
has unleashed fresh allegations of 
corruption and mismanagement of 
federal aid.
   Mnuchin testified to a U.S. House 
of Representatives subcommittee 
that Puerto Rico’s government 
was delaying the process by mak-
ing unreasonable demands, which 
he declined to specify.
   “I can assure you we have a 
team at Treasury that stands ready 
to lend them money right away,” 
he said. “We are not holding this 
up.”
   Maria destroyed some 75,000 
homes and damaged 300,000 
more, causing an estimated $31 
billion in damage to housing 
alone, said the island’s housing 
secretary, Fernando Gil.
   FEMA has granted more than $1 
billion in rent payments, home re-
pairs and other expenses, spokes-
man Daniel Llargues said. The 
U.S. Army Corps of Engineers has 
installed more than 59,000 tarps 
for the roughly 60,000 homes ap-
proved for the project, according 
to public affairs director Jacque-
line Tate.
   But billions of dollars remain 
pending, including $1.5 billion 
in congressionally appropriated 
money that was promised last 
month in community development 
block grants for Puerto Rico’s De-
partment of Housing.
   “If we had power in Congress ... 
I ask myself if any federal agency 
would treat us as second-class 
citizens,” Gil said. “They are not 
doing this to Texas. They are not 
doing this to Florida.”
   In Barrio Mana, neighbors 
cleared a small piece of land five 
months ago after meeting with 
federal officials who pledged to 
provide a generator to pump water 
from the neighborhood’s well.
   “After that, we never saw them 

again,” said Enemias Rivera, the 
well’s administrator.
   The U.S. Environmental Pro-
tection Agency said it is awaiting 
permission from FEMA to install 
the generator, but FEMA said it 
has not received a request from 
the administration of Gov. Ricar-
do Rossello. Meanwhile, Corozal 
town officials did not return calls 
for comment.
    FEMA said in a statement that it 
continues to work with Puerto Ri-
co’s government and other agen-
cies and groups, and noted that the 
response to the hurricane in Puerto 
Rico was the largest disaster air 
delivery mission in U.S. history.
   “After two catastrophic hurri-
canes struck the island six months 
ago, we realize that there will still 
be unmet needs, as federal assis-
tance isn’t meant to make people 
whole, but help survivors start 
their recovery,” the agency said.
   Six months after Hurricane Ma-
ria, 97 percent of water customers 
do have service and 91 percent of 
power customers have electricity. 
But for those rural areas that re-
main in the dark, power company 
officials are considering installing 
FEMA-funded battery-powered 
solar panels to provide more im-
mediate relief, Electric Power Au-
thority interim director Justo Gon-
zalez said. At the same time the 
company is struggling with nearly 
weekly outages. The most recent 
one, on Monday, affected some 
50,000 customers. Two weeks 
ago, some 970,000 people were 
left in the dark.
   The Power Authority also is fac-
ing allegations of corruption and 
mismanagement. On Monday, the 
U.S. House Committee on Natural 
Resources demanded documents 
related to any investigations into 
the allegations, including that 
crews accepted bribes to restore 
power first to strip clubs and that 
some restored power to their own 
homes ahead of the island’s larg-
est public hospital and main in-
ternational airport. The company 
has said it has not received any 
complaints or information regard-
ing those allegations, but said it 
would investigate if anyone came 
forward with information.
   Perez and her neighbors say they 
have given up hope they will ever 
get a generator for their well.
   “They’ve abandoned all of us,” 
said Jose Antonio Rosado, whose 
wife needs dialysis three times a 
week and depends on an electric-
ity inverter that a nonprofit orga-
nization donated to the couple as 
they continue to wait for power 
and water connections. “The help 
never, never, never materialized.”

Like many Portland residents, 
Satish and Arlene Palshikar are 
serious recyclers. Their house 
is coated with recycled bluish-
white paint. They recycle their 
rainwater, compost their food 
waste and carefully separate the 
paper and plastic they toss out. 
But recently, after loading up 
their Prius and driving to a sort-
ing facility, they got a shock.
  
“The fellow said we don’t take 
plastic anymore,” Satish says. “It 
should go in the trash.”
   The facility had been shipping 
its plastic to China, but suddenly 
that was no longer possible.
   The U.S. exports about one-
third of its recycling, and nearly 
half goes to China. For decades, 
China has used recyclables from 
around the world to supply its 
manufacturing boom. But this 
summer it declared that this “for-
eign waste” includes too many 
other nonrecyclable materials 
that are “dirty,” even “hazard-
ous.” In a filing with the World 
Trade Organization the country 
listed 24 kinds of solid wastes 
it would ban “to protect China’s 
environmental interests and peo-
ple’s health.”
   The complete ban takes effect 
Jan. 1, but already some Chinese 
importers have not had their li-
censes renewed. That is leaving 
U.S. recycling companies scram-
bling to adapt.
  “It has no value ... It’s gar-
bage.”
   Rogue Waste Systems in south-
ern Oregon collects recycling 
from curbside bins, and manager 
Scott Fowler says there are al-
ways nonrecyclables mixed in. 
As mounds of goods are com-
pressed into 1-ton bales, he points 
out some: a roll of linoleum, gas 
cans, a briefcase, a surprising 
number of knitted sweaters. Plus, 
there are the frozen food cartons 
and plastic bags that many people 
think are recyclable but are not.
   For decades, China has sorted 
through all this and used the re-
cycled goods to propel its manu-
facturing boom. Now it no lon-
ger wants to, so the materials sits 
here with no place to go.
   “It just keeps coming and com-
ing and coming,” says Rogue 
employee Laura Leebrick. In 
the warehouse, she is dwarfed 
by stacks of orphaned recycling 
bales. Outside, employee parking 
spaces have been taken over by 
compressed cubes of sour cream 
containers, broken wine bottles 
and junk mail.
   And what are recyclables with 
nowhere to go?
   “Right now, by definition, that 
material out there is garbage,” 
she says. “It has no value. There 
is no demand for it in the market-
place. It’s garbage.”
   For now, Rogue Waste says it 
has no choice but to take all of 
this recycling to the local land-
fill. More than a dozen Oregon 
companies have asked regulators 
whether they can send recyclable 

BY CASSANDRA PROFITA

Recycling Chaos In U.S. As China 
Bans ‘Foreign Waste’

China’s ban means recycling is piling 
up at Rogue Waste System in southern 
Oregon. Employees Scott Fowler, Laura 
Leebrick and Garry Penning say their 
only option for now is to send it to a 
landfill.
materials to landfills, and that 
number may grow if they can’t 
find someplace else that wants 
them.
   At Pioneer Recycling in Portland, 
owner Steve Frank is shopping for 
new buyers outside of China.
   “I’ve personally moved mate-
rial to different countries in an ef-
fort to keep material flowing,” he 
says.
   Without Chinese buyers, Frank 
says U.S. recycling companies are 
playing a game of musical chairs, 
and the music stops when China’s 
ban on waste imports fully kicks 
in.
   “The rest of the world cannot 
make up that gap,” he said. “That’s 
where we have what I call a bit of 
chaos going on.”
   Adina Adler, a senior director 
with the Institute of Scrap Recy-
cling Industries, says China’s new 
standards are nearly impossible to 
meet. The group is trying to per-
suade China to walk back its de-
manding target for how clean our 
recycling exports need to be. But 
Adler doesn’t think China’s deci-
sion is all bad.
   “What China’s move is doing is 
probably ushering in a new era of 
recycling,” she says.
   Bulk Handling Systems is bet-
ting that robots can be the future 
of recycling. At its research facil-
ity, bits of waste pass by on a con-
veyor belt as robotic arms poke 
down, sucking up plastic bags and 
water bottles then dropping them 
into bins.
   CEO Steve Miller says the ro-
bot uses cameras and artificial 
intelligence to separate recycling 
from trash “in the same way that a 
person would do it,” but faster and 
more accurately.
   “It actually moves at a rate of 
80 picks per minute,” he says. “A 
person might only get 30 picks per 
minute.”
   Miller believes technology like 
this could let the U.S. make its re-
cycling clean enough for China. 
But the robots are expensive, and 
few companies have them.
   For now, the best bet may come 
back to the curbside bin.
   Recycling companies are consid-
ering changing the rules for what’s 
allowed in them or adding an ad-
ditional bin for paper only to help 
streamline the sorting process. 
Steve Frank says Pioneer Recy-
cling is even looking into adding 
cameras to collection trucks to 
catch people putting trash in their 
recycling bins.
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BY PERRY DIAZ

PerryScope

With her little 
brother caught 
in a quagmire 

of electoral protest that 
doesn’t seem to be mov-
ing towards a victory 
over Vice President Ma-
ria Leonor “Leni” Robre-
do, Ilocos Norte Gover-
nor Maria Imelda “Imee” 
Marcos is stepping up 
to the plate to lead the 
Marcos dynasty in trying 
to regain national preemi-
nence.  Can she do it?
At 63 years of age, the road to 
a national office is fraught with 
risks.  Simply put, there are 
many of the old Marcos enemies 
who would relish in pulling her 
down.  And just like what her 
only brother former Senator Fer-
dinand “Bongbong” Marcos Jr. 
had to run the gauntlet to make 
it to the finish line.  But it was a 
“photo finish” with Leni finishing 
by a nose – 263,473 votes – that 
Bongbong could not 
accept, claiming he was 
cheated.  Yep, it seems 
like it is another case 
of the Loser Syndrome:  
“Survival of the Cheat-
est.”

Bongbong had asked 
the Supreme Court, 
which sits as the Presi-
dential Electoral Tribu-
nal (PET), to order the 
recount of ballots in 
pilot provinces Cama-
rines Sur, Negros Ori-
ental and Iloilo.  The 
initial recount is set for 
March 19.

That reminds me of the unofficial 
election rule:  In Philippine elec-
tions, there no are no losers, only 
the winners and those who were 
cheated.  And when a candidate 
gets defeated, it breaks his or her 
heart, but usually – in most cases 
– he or she would concede defeat 
and graciously congratulate the 
winner.  But at the back of the los-
er’s mind, plotting begins on how 
he or she could cheat bigger and 
better to win the next election.   

But Bongbong couldn’t admit 
that he was beaten with the “un-
official election rule” still fresh 
in his mind.  So he was cheated, 
he so believed.  The election was 
his to win.  It was his destiny to 
continue his father’s legacy but 

‘Big Sister’ comes 
to the rescue

it was short-circuited by the “Yel-
low Army” of former prez Beni-
gno “Noynoy” Aquino III.  Yep, 
the Yellows did it again, just like 
in 2010 when Noynoy won the 
presidency.  It was a long period 
– six years -- of nightmarish mind 
games.

Bongbong’s gambit
But Bongbong set his eyes on the 
presidency by way of the vice-
presidency.  He thought that it 
would be easy to win the vice-
presidency because the presiden-
tial derby was packed with high-
powered wannabes who know 
how to play the “unofficial elec-
tion rule” and win!  Bongbong 
figured that once he is elected 
vice president, there are several 
ways in which he could take over 
the presidency.  I don’t know how 
he would have done it, but who 
cares – he’s out of the game now.  
Instead he’s concentrating in try-
ing to convince the PET members 
to reverse the outcome. He had 
counted the heads of the justices 
and was pretty sure that he had 
majority of them supporting him. 
This led some observers to believe 
that the Marcos billions was being 

played like Monopoly money. 

However, the pace of the PET pro-
cess was painstakingly slow and 
tedious like a turtle having diffi-
culty making it to the finish line, 
which makes one wonder: would 
PET be able to complete its man-
date by May 2022 at the end of the 
current presidency?  And while the 
PET process continues, Bongbong 
is immobilized, unable to make a 
political move, lest he’d lose his 
chance of winning his electoral 
protest.  But this could all be an 
exercise in futility because no-
body has yet to win an electoral 
protest for the presidency or vice-
presidency.

“Big Sister”
Meanwhile, “Big Sister” Imee 

Marcos has been honing her po-
litical tools, knowing that she is 
entering an arena where politi-
cal gladiators fight it to death: no 
rules to adhere to, no “below the 
belt” restrictions, and no quarters 

given. 

Of course, Imee will 
win a Senate seat if 
she decides to enter 
the Senate race in 
2019.  There is no 
question about it.  She 
told reporters there is 
a 50-50 chance that 
she will run.  It all 
depends on whether 
Bongbong continues 
to pursue his elec-
toral protest against 
Leni.  But it’s taking 
forever and there is 
no end in sight. 

If she wins a Senate seat, that 
would position her to run against 
Leni for president in 2022.  It 
would be quite a spectacle: Leni 
supported by the Aquinos and the 
Liberal Party and Imee supported 
by the Marcos dynasty, the archen-
emy of the Aquinos.   Indeed, it’s 
going to be a proxy war between 
the Marcoses and the Aquinos.

When asked if her father’s legacy 
will affect her decision to run for 
national office in 2019, Imee said 
she’s confident that her father’s 
legacy will “stand on its own.”  
But she’ll be vying for one out of 
12 senatorial seats, which gives 
her a greater chance of securing a 
Senate seat.  

But what if Bongbong wins his 

electoral protest?  Would Imee 
still run for Senator?  With Bong-
bong gunning for president in 
2022, would “Big Sister” forgo a 
Senate run and put all of the Mar-
cos’ political capital behind Bong-
bong?  It’s sort of “all or nothing” 
for Bongbong. 

But what if Bongbong loses the 
election?  That would put an end 
to the Marcoses’ plan to regain the 
power and prestige that they lost 
during the People Power Revolu-
tion 32 years ago.

Third generation Marcoses
And with Imee terming out as Ilo-
cos Norte governor in 2019, that 
would put a limit to the family’s 
influence beyond her province.  It 

doesn’t come as a surprise then 
that third-generation Marcoses 
have been involved in local poli-
tics. 

In May 2015, Imee officially no-
tified the Commission of Elec-

tions that she was a resident of 
Laoag.  In September that same 
year, the three sons of Bong-
bong – Ferdinand “Sandro” Al-
exander III, Joseph Simon, and 
Vincent – registered as voters of 
Laoag City, claiming their dad’s 
house in Barangay Suba as their 
residence.  Imee’s youngest son, 
Matthew Joseph Manotoc, ran for 
the Ilocos Norte provincial board 
in 2016 and won.   It won’t take 
too long before this new crop of 
Marcos politicians would be run-
ning for Congress.  Ilocos Norte 
has two congressional districts.  
The 1st District is controlled by 
the Fariñas political dynasty while 
the Marcoses hold the 2nd Dis-
trict tightly.  Congressman Rudy 
Fariñas – just like Imee – will be 
termed out in 2019.  With Imee 
now officially a resident of Laoag, 
which is in the 1st District, what is 
the likelihood that she’d run in the 
1st District?

Bongbong’s eldest son Sandro is 
now primed to run for office in 
the province.  Why not the gov-
ernorship that Imee would be va-
cating?  Bongbong’s second son, 
Joseph Simon would be in a po-
sition to run for mayor of Laoag 
City against incumbent Chevylle 
Fariñas. And Bongbong’s young-
est son Vincent would qualify to 
run against Laoag City’s incum-
bent vice-mayor and Chevylle’s 
husband, Michael Fariñas.  That 
would certainly stack up the cards 
against the Fariñas clan right in 
their own backyard.

The Senate, however, is a hard nut 
to crack.  There are just too many 
“senatoriables” from the various 
political groups and dynasties, 

mostly south-
erners with 
political ties 
to President 
Duterte. 

By the way, 
the matriarch 
of the Marcos 
clan, Imelda 
Marcos, is 
the congress-
woman rep-
resenting the 
2nd District 
of Ilocos 
Norte.  If 
she’s ready 
to retire from 

politics, she could easily hand the 
district to one of her grandsons, 
unless Imee comes to the rescue 
and takes full command of the 
family’s political affairs.
   

Ilocos Norte Governor Maria Imelda “Imee” Marcos 

Bongbong Marcos with sister Imee Marcos

Bongbong Marcos with wife Louise and Family
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Part II – A Massive Relief  Operation . 

The U.S. government was not caught flat-
footed on Sept. 20, 2017, the Day of Disas-
ter (D-Day). Two weeks before, the  Federal 
Emergency Management Agency (FEMA) 
had already deployed in San Juan, 124 of 
their staff members to prepare for the re-
lief operation.  In the “Rich Port” of this  
Capital City,  pre-positioned meals, cots 
and blankets, and other relief goods were  
packed in container vans ready for distri-
bution to the intended recipients. FEMA is 
the U.S. government agency that takes the 
lead in mobilizing and coordinating other 
federal government forces (the Feds) and 
non-governmental organizations (NGOs) 
to confront and address any disaster prob-
lem, man-made and/or natural. FEMA at 
the same time, established an official Re-
lief Command Center (RCC) in the huge 
Convention Center right in the heart of the 
city. Here,  they  also  assigned the Army 
Signal Corps contingent to assist the Na-
tional Weather Service in putting  up a mini 
weather station where weather conditions 
in the mainland as well as  throughout  the 
entire island can be monitored.  
  
D-Day plus Five – The highly experienced  
Gov. Ricardo Rosello was officially  ap-
pointed by FEMA as overall  commander 
of the Relief Command  Center (RCC). 
He assumed the leadership of the RCC in 
a concurrent capacity and was given an   
office at the Convention Center without 
abandoning his own capitol office nearby. 
Here he “read out the metrics” (issued 
orders) with the concurrence of FEMA 
and the chiefs of the cooperating agencies. 
Thus, the official Massive Relief Opera-
tion started in full blast and  implemented 
right away throughout the entire Com-
monwealth of Puerto Rico. The first order 
of the day  was  to  deputize the 78 mayors 
in the 78 municipios  throughout the entire 
island to provide the relief management 
leadership in their own respective areas of 
responsibilities.

D-Day plus Six - The extent of Maria’s 
destruction  has reached the White House 

Cambio Climatico:
A Hurricane Named Maria and the Warming Caribbean Sea 
Across the Shores of Puerto Rico

and President Donald Trump’s attention. 
He framed the disaster by tweeting about 
the island’s financial debts “The scale of 
the devastation – combined with the inat-
tention of the White House, generated a 
tableau that critics describe as evidence of 
neglect or worse”,  wrote TIME in its Oct. 
8, 2017 issue. Pushed into the defensive, 
the White House hastily arranged a presi-
dential visit to Puerto Rico (including the 
U.S. Virgin Islands) on Oct. 3, 2017.

D-Day plus Nine - This time, the newly 
repaired  San Juan International Airport 
was up to its neck in terms of plane arriv-
als and departures. The mob of departing  
passengers  were mostly islanders who 
are evacuating to the either Florida or 
New York in the mainland where  they 
have quite a number of relatives. They 
are all U.S. citizens and emigration to any 
state in the union  is no big deal for them. 
On a cheerful note, the private airline 
companies have lowered their fares and 
doubled their scheduled flights to cater 
to the thousands of evacuees. Squadrons 

of planes from media and from anywhere 
kept  coming. Several planes, conspicuous 
in their red cross pennants, were noted  
taxiing to a special parking area re-served 
especially for them. They were char-
tered by the American Red Cross. Their 
passenger manifest listed mostly young 
volunteer relief workers and technicians, 
the so-called “Red Cross Disaster Ser-
vices Volunteer Group.” Likewise, their 
accompanying cargo planes were laden 
with 4-wheel-drive  light ambulances and 
blood mobiles; and such other disaster-
relief paraphernalia as tarpaulin canvas 
sheets, bundles of clean used clothing, 
more crates of canned food, medicine and 
even fresh diapers for the young and old.
 
Right there and then, the Cable News 
Network (CNN)  was quick to broadcast 
the  jeremiad (woe list) of the Honorable 
Carmen Yulin Cruz, the outspoken lady 
mayor of the capital city of San Juan. The 
discontented chief executive criticized the 
“flailing” efforts of FEMA in handling 
the disaster aid. Speaking passionately in 

mixed English and Spanish  expressions,  
her bottom line went something like this: 
“ Mas vale tarde que nunca pero faltarle un 
turnillo”. [The aid came late.  ( “It is better 
late than never but  a screw was missing”) 
but it was not all there].    

D-Day plus 13 - With his group of  White 
House advisers and some Republican poli-
ticians, President  Trump visited Puerto 
Rico, as promised on Oct. 3, 2017. On 
hand to meet him at the San Juan Inter-
national Airport was Gov. Rosello and 
selected political leaders. “You’ve thrown  
our budget a little bit  out of whack “, 
Trump interjected. He saw for himself first 
hand,  the extent of Maria’s devastation.  
He witnessed  the miserable situation of 
all the disaster victims still struggling to 
survive a near empty scenario, deprived 
of the most important desideratum of all 
– electric power, to run their machinery 
like water pumps and food mills, etc. (In 
between, he reproved  City Mayor Cruz in 
particular: “Such poor leadership!” Some  
Puerto Rican officials, he chastised: “They 
want everything to be done for them, such  
politically motivated ingrates!”) Still, he 
was very much impressed by the hercu-
lean efforts of  the groups  of Feds, NGOs  
and  religious sects working together side 
by side to comfort  and save lives of the  
victims, one way or another. In the end, he 
promised to erase the nation’s $73 billion 
debt. 

“We are  going to wipe that out”, he pledged 
(TIME, 10-16-2017.) However,  his advis-
ers disavowed the promise because of some 
legal inconsequences. Instead, a Disaster 
Aid Package was quickly drafted and for-
warded to the Republican Congress for im-
mediate funding.  TIME  (02-26-2018) re-
cently reports that President Trump signed 
a sweeping budget deal on Feb. 9, 2018,  
that includes $ 2 billion to fix the electric 
grid in Puerto Rico and additional funding 
for other  infrastructure improvements.

(Part III – Lessons from the Hurricane Di-
saster will be continued) 

Hurricane Maria made landfall on Puerto Rico on September 21, bisecting the island like a buzz 
saw and knocking out power for the entire island, home to 3.5 million people. Before that, it top-
pled trees and flooded streets on the tiny islands of Martinique and Guadeloupe. A humanitarian 
disaster may unfold as the islands runs short on food, fuel, and access to clean water and com-
munications remain limited.
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On Saturday, 7 Apr 2018, 
there will be a ceremony 
to award the Congres-

sional Gold Medal (CGM) to 
surviving Filipino WWII Vet-
erans and families of deceased 
Veterans at the Presidio in San 
Francisco.  The event will start 
at 9AM at the San Francisco 
National Cemetery (1 Lincoln 
Blvd) beginning with a proces-
sion by San Francisco High 
School JROTC cadets, the 191st 
U.S. Army Band, the Pacific 
Division/84th Training Com-
mand, the 91st Division and 
Faleo (Filipino American Law 
Enforcement Officers) Color 
Guards.  This will be followed 
by a wreath laying ceremony 
and a 21-gun rifle salute by the 
Pacific Division/84th Training 
Command.  The Outdoor Cere-
mony will be open to the public.
At 10:30AM, the indoor ceremony (by 
invitation only) will take place at the 
Golden Gate Club (135 Fisher Loop at 
the Presidio) adjacent to the San Fran-
cisco National Cemetery.  The CGM cer-
emony coincides with the 76th Anniver-
sary of the Bataan Death March.  

Teofilo R. Corpuz (deceased) will be 
awarded the CGM.  His daughter, Rose 
Delacruz, from Elk Grove, CA, will be 
attending the ceremony to receive the 
award in behalf of her father.
    
Mr. Corpuz was a member of the Unit-
ed States Army Forces of the Far East 
(USAFFE), “H” Company First Infan-
try, First Regiment from 1 Apr 1938 
through 31 Dec 1941.  He was also part 
of “A” Company, 2nd Anti-Tank Bat-
talion, Bataan, Philippines from 1 Jan 
1942 through Apr 1942.  He became one 

Congressional Gold Medal of Honor Recipient

of the Prisoners of War (POWs) at Camp 
O’Donnell, Capas, Tarlac, Philippines.  In 
July 1942, he was released from the Con-
centration Camp.  Veteran Teofilo R. Cor-
puz was one of the Bataan Death March 
Survivors.

Rose Delacruz is very honored and proud 
to stand in for her father to receive his 
award.  Rose will be accompanied by four 
members of her family (the indoor cer-
emony set a limit of 5 (1 Awardee and 4 
guests per family).  Accompanying Rose 
will be her sister, Lolita Dela Cruz and 
Lolita’s son Mark, both from Dallas, Tex-
as.  Rose’s children:  Jasmine and Justin 
Delacruz will also attend the ceremony.

Rose’s husband, Pete Delacruz will attend 

the outdoor ceremony but due to the lim-
ited indoor seating, he will not be in the 
indoor ceremony.  Pete and Rose Dela-
cruz are active members of the Sacra-
mento Filipino American Community by 
their memberships with several organiza-
tions including The Filipino-American 
Veterans Association, Inc.  (FAVA), The 
American Legion Magellan Post 604, The 
American Legion Auxiliary Magellan 
Unit 604, The Bayanihan of Sacramento, 
The Filipino Community of Sacramento 
and Vicinity, and University of the Philip-
pines Alumni Association of Sacramento 
and Vicinity (UPAASV).

Rose Delacruz extends her appreciation 
to Cecilia I. Gaerlan, Executive Director, 
Bataan Legacy Historical Society.   She 

always a celebration.

also wishes to express her gratitude to 
United States Army General Taguba and 
his group who lobbied the United States 
Congress to recognize the services and 
contributions of the Filipinos who fought 
on the American side in the Philippines 
during WWII.  In addition, Rose is thank-
ful to the Veterans Equity Center of San 
Francisco as well.

PF News congratulates the family of Rose 
Delacruz.  We thank Rose for bringing 
this newsworthy event to our attention.  
We also acknowledge that there may be 
countless Fil-Am WWII veterans in our 
community and in the country, who de-
serve this kind of recognition.  
   From a veteran to all my fellow veter-
ans, I salute you. 

Rose Delacruz’s family from left to right: Rose Delacruz, Jasmin Delacruz, Diego Edra-
lin, Rocco Edralin, Angelo S. Edralin [father], Angelo D Edralin [son] and Pete Dela-
cruz.

Teofilo R. Corpuz (Deceased) will be receiving a Congres-
sional Gold Medal on April 7, 2018. His daughter, Rose 
Delacruz of Elk Grove will honorably and proudly receive 
the award in his behalf.

2018 Emperatriz Sta. Elena & Emperador Constantino
Coronation and Ball

Saturday, May 19, 2018  
6:00 p.m. - 10:30

Semi Formal     Donation $20.00
St. Paul Catholic Church Hall

8720 Florin Rd. Sacramento, CA 95828

Santa Cruzan
Sunday, May 20, 2018 

 2pm Procession - 3pm Mass
FOR ADDITIONAL INFORMATION OR TICKETS CALL:

  Rose Basos (916) 381-3845 
 Mercy Guerrero (916) 681-6631

 Aida Azurin – (916) 616-1040

The Filipino Family Fraternity cordially invites you

BY DALE ESPERANTE
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Photos by Dale Esperante

It was a bright St. Patrick’s 
Day (17 Mar 2018) on our 
drive to Rizal Community 

Center to attend the Filipino 
Community of Sacramento and 
Vicinity’s (FCSV) Spring Fash-
ion Show.  As we walked inside 
the huge venue, we were greeted 
by the lovely members of the 
FCSV committees.  The com-
mittees consist of the following:  
Overall Chairman Mercy Guer-
rero, Event Chair Mina Guerra, 
Co-Chairs Remy Solomon & 
Leila Pereira, Music MC Parad-
ela & Michele Devel, Decoration 
by Alex & Ling Avera- Estela 
Rabara-Cleo Sabarre Ner- Luvy 
Prieto-Luz Daclan-Mina Guerra-
Remy Solomon-Leila Pereira-
Rose Basos-Norman & Vicky 
Johnson, Reception Desk by Luz 
Daclan-Rose Basos-Maria Ba-
horic, Food by Melchor & Carol 
Munar, Receptionists:  Aida Azu-
rin-Edna de los Reyes-Lourdes 
Belasco-Linda Gibson-Sarah 
Enloe-Erlinda Aglubat, Peace 
Officers:  Joe Rivera-Steve Colo-
ma-Narde Pena-Richard Sexton-
Melchor Munar, Stage Managers 
Cleo Sabarre-Ner & Rose dela 
Cruz, Stage Ushers Dick Mazon 
& Alex Avera.  And many more 
others…

The invocation before dinner was given 
by Ms. Aida Azurin.  The feast was pre-
pared by Carol Munar. President Mercy 
Guerrero delivered her welcoming ad-
dress and thanked all who came to sup-
port this fundraiser for the scholarship 
program.  Next, Event Chair Mina Guer-
ra explained the guidelines for the fash-
ion show and thanked the ladies for their 
participation. 

After dinner, songs were played and 
sung by MC Paradela and Michelle De-
vel to afford the guests time to move and 
enjoy the spacious dance floor.  When it 
was time for the fashion show to begin, 
emcees Remy and Leila announced the 
models’ names.  There were seventeen 
models.  Each model received some time 
alone to appear on stage, descend the 
stairs ushered by Dick Mazon and Alex 
Avera to the main floor, walk the length 
of the room, turn around and walk to exit.  
After the first presentation, the models 
prepared to model a different gown for 

FCSV 2018 Spring Fashion Show

the second go round.  

During the fashion break, dancers Alvin 
Sisayan & Christine Jones presented a 
rhythmic and electrifying number.  They 
demonstrated lifts, rocks, rolls, and acro-
batic moves.  For their five to ten minutes 
of dancing, I probably took a thousand 
photos.  To describe their dynamic dance 

presentation will be difficult, thus I let 
my Canon camera do the work.  There is 
a saying that “a photo is worth a thousand 
words.”  I hope you can see for yourself.

After Alvin & Christine, the guests had a 
few minutes to display their own moves 
on the dance floor, thanks to MC Paradela 
and three female vocalists who belted out 

some Latin dance songs. 

It came time again for the fashion show.  
One by one the contestants showed up 
modeling a different gown.  The models 
sure kept the judges busy.  The official 
judges were:  Amy Svistoonoff, Beth Es-
ternon, Noel Rominque, Zenny Yagen, 
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Hui o Hawaii of Sacramento, Inc.

Photos by Dale Esperante

Hawaiian
Luau

Saturday, April 28, 2018

present our annual

From page 11

Ben Ali Shrine
3262 Marysville Blvd., 

Sacramento, CA 95815
Open 4:00 pm / Dinner  5:30 pm

Show 6:30 pm
Donation $40        No video / cameras

tutus@surewest.net   or  (916) 996-6602

and Sarah Enloe.

After much careful deliberation, 
it was time for the judges to re-
veal the Five Finalists.  Emcees 
Remy and Leila announced the 
results:  CAROL MUNAR – 4th 
Runner Up; FE ALVAREZ – 
3rd Runner Up; ANNABELLE 
PIMENTEL– 2nd Runner Up; 
MILDRED MABITAD GO – 
1st Runner Up.

And the Title of FCSV Miss 2018 
SPRING FASHION SHOW 
goes to LENA MORELLI, who 
received the Title, the Sash, and 
the Grand Prize Money.  Ms. 
Lena Morelli generously donat-
ed her Grand Prize Money back 
to FCSV to add to the funds of 
their scholarship program.

Congratulations to all the la-
dies who participated as models 
for the FCSV Fashion Show. 
Seventeen beautiful ladies par-
ticipated as fashion models but 
unfortunately only one can hold 
the title of Miss 2018 Spring 
Fashion Show.  We consider 
every model a winner because 
everyone contributed to the suc-
cess of the evening’s program as 
well as to the success of FCSV’s 
Scholarship Program.

When driving home after 10PM, 
the night sky was starless, and 
I wondered why.  Perhaps the 
stars couldn’t compete with the 
ladies who brightened the con-
fines of the Rizal Community 
Center this evening?  Congratu-
lations to another successful and 
fun event organized by the Fili-
pino Community of Sacramento 
and Vicinity!  Thank you to the 
leadership and membership of 
FCSV for a lovely show this 

FCSV 2018 Spring Fashion Show

spring!  What could we expect for summer!  It’s a sure bet 
a lot of folks are eager to find out.  

April 2018 Philippine Fiesta
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Saturday, April 14, 2018 

Sacramento 
Filipino American 
WWII Veterans  
Congressional 
Gold Medal 
Registration 
Clinic 

Dane San Pedro and his fiancee Amanda Newsum, own-
er and dance instructors of a non-profit dance arts center 
Rize All celebrated their one year anniversary on March 
18, 2018 at their studio in Elk Grove, CA.
  Celebrating with 200 plus students and how much 
they’ve all grown in just one year and tripled enroll-
ment means a bigger family to share and support success 
through the arts. 
  “Its a way to express yourself without anyone saying 
you can’t. You’re are not only learning about dance, 
you’re learning about life,” said Dane, who is preparing 
next week for their dance team’s first competition at the 
Hilton Double Tree Hotel in Sacramento.

April 2018

Amanda and Dane with the City of Elk Grove 
Vice Mayor Darren Suen.

RIZE ALL
YEAR ONE

ANNIVERSARY

arts center

Asian Resources Inc.
5100 El Paraiso Ave., Sacramento, California 95824

9 AM - 3 PM
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Having a Special Celebration 
or a Company Party?

Call 916-690-4513

Heavenly Food Creations
 “A Full Catering Service”

 heavenlyfoodcreations1@hotmail.com

Rhuena Buentipo
Owner/Operator

License No. 12-00010606

JUNE 3, 2018 (SUN.)
FILIPINO FIESTA of
SACRAMENTO
10AM - 5PM
Jose Rizal Community Center
7230 Florin Mall Dr. Sacramento
FREE Admission

APRIL 28, 2018 (SAT.)
HAWAIIAN LUAU
Hui o Hawaii of Sacramento, Inc.
Dinner 5:30pm / Show 6:30PM
Ben Ali Shrine
3262 Marysville Blvd. Sac 95815

TESS SANTOS with Dinnah & Levy
APRIL 27

MAY 19, 2018 (SAT.)
Dinner and Dance and
Coronation of Santa Elena & 
Emperador Constantino
Time:  6/pm/11/pm
Donation:$20,00
May 20,2018 (SUN.)
Santa Cruzan
Procession and mass
2/pm. Procession
3/pm.  Mass
Place : St. Paul Catholic church

JOHN & LENNOX ABAYA
APRIL 1

LIZA VALENTINE and mom Faina
APRIL 6

AYDEN SALGADO
MARCH 25

With family and friends around him, BEN SAN PEDRO celebrated his birth-
day on March 10, 2018 in San Leandro, California. (L-R) Brother Dante 
and Johnny, Nita, Aida and Pennet.

FILIPINO FIESTA 
of SACRAMENTO

tutus@surewest.net  (916) 996-6602

April 2018

On March 30. 2018, FELY SALGADO will celebrate her 80th birthday. 
Photos taken in Elk Grove, CA on March 18 at Ruben and Edna’s resi-
dence with Fely’s husband Ceasar and best friend Adele Madariaga.

Birthdays

BEN ABAYA
APRIL 1

RICK RAFANAN
APRIL 3

GERRY LOBO
APRIL 1

FRANK AYRAN
APRIL 16

EDNA DELOS REYES
APRIL 18

AIDA GARRUCHO
APRIL 18
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PF
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Screenprinting and Design 

Pinay

Five Ds Arts

916.835.1450 / 916.708.3462          

April 2018

In 2016, Boracay 
headed the maga-
zine’s list of “Top 

10 Destinations to 
Watch.”  By 2018, 
Boracay is about to 
be closed.  What hap-
pened?
Today, Boracay is facing a 
multitude of environmen-
tal issues – overcrowding, 
garbage, and water pollu-
tion -- and there are no easy 
solutions to fix them. The 
worsening conditions had 
prompted President Rodrigo 
Duterte to threaten to close 
the popular resort island, 
which he described as a 
“cesspool.”  He instructed 
Environment and Natural 
Resources (DENR) Secre-
tary Roy Cimatu to resolve 
the problems in six months. 
Poor Cimatu.  This reminds 
me when Duterte promised 
during the campaign that 
he would eradicate the drug 
problem within three to six 
months.   
   Last month, officials of 
the municipality of Malay, 
which has jurisdiction over 
the resort island, served 
closure order at the contro-
versial Boracay West Cove 
resort for continuously op-
erating without a business 
and other permits.  Cimatu 
also visited the resort and 
ordered the demolition of 
illegal structures, including 
those erected on top of rock 
formations.  The DENR 
also canceled a 25-year For-
est Land Use Agreement for 
Tourism Purposes (FLAgT) 
issued to the resort covering 
998 square meters.  But the 
resort owner, Crisostomo 
Aquino, appealed the ruling 
at the Office of the President 
where it remains pending.
   Meanwhile, the DENR 

Paradise Lost
Boracay: 

From page 1
also issued a cease and de-
sist order (CDO) against 
a two-story multipurpose 
government building on Bo-
racay for violating shoreline 
easement rules.  In this case, 
local government of Malay 
was building the structure 
within 30 meters from the 
waterline.  However, Malay 
officials said that the build-
ing is necessary and there is 
no other place to build it.   
   One of the problems is the 
non-enforcement of an or-
dinance requiring residents 
and business establishments 
to connect to the island’s 
sewerage system.  This is 
the number one problem.  
DENR has given companies 
not connected to the sewer 
lines one month to link up 
or face sanctions. 
   What we’re talking about 
here is just the tip of the 
iceberg.  With the number 
of visitors increasing 14% 
every year, it’s projected to 
hit 2.2 million in 2018.  But 
the environment may have 
reached a point of no re-
turn where it would take 25 
years or more to rehabilitate 
and restore it to its pristine 
condition.  But that’s easier 
said than done.  The prob-
lem is that nobody seems 
to be interested in fixing 
the damage to the environ-
ment.  They just want to 
deal with “beautifying” the 
landscape.  

New Boracay
And that’s what the “plan-
ners” are thinking: Develop 
a “new Boracay.” Can it be 
done?   Tourism Assistant 
Secretary Frederick Alegre 
said the new Boracay would 
have features at par with 
global standards like bike 
lanes, pedestrian walkways, 
two-way streets for tourists 
and small vehicles, and an 
expanded road network for 
trucks.

   “Imagine when you go 
to Boracay and walk in the 
streets, we have a world-
class destination with infe-
rior services. We have to de-
molish illegal structures in 
the streets. We have to take 
it out if within the limits,” 
Alegre said.
   A task force has been 
formed, which is composed 
of secretaries of the Depart-
ment of the Interior and Lo-
cal Government (DILG), 
Department of Tourism, De-
partment of Justice, Depart-
ment of Public Works and 
Highways, and DENR. “We 
already know the extent of 
the problem; it has to be re-
solved. We know what has 
to be done,” Alegre said.  
   The task force is proposing 
the “declaration of a state of 
calamity” for six months, 
and its closure for two 
months, starting on April 26, 
to address the sewerage and 
environmental concerns.  
“For public health, public 
interest and general welfare, 
I recommend to the Presi-
dent the closure of Boracay 
Island as a tourist destina-
tion for a maximum of one 
year, effective one month 
after the declaration,” Ci-
matu said.
   Cimatu added this period 

of closure would give the 
national government “am-
ple time for the undisrupted 
implementation” of several 
measures that will help re-
store and sustain the island 
as a major destination.  He 
said the water in Bulabog 
Beach, where kite surfing 
and other water activities are 
held, was too contaminated 
and the job of constructing 
the needed sewerage system 
is so massive that there was 
a need to close down the 
island as soon as possible. 
[Source: Business Mirror]

Political issue
What is strange is that the 
“closure” of Boracay has be-
come a political issue.  Some 
politicians are lobbying for 
a shorter closure time while 
some have agreed to the six-
month timeline imposed by 
Duterte.  Cimatu, however, 
believes that a one-year clo-
sure would suffice.   
   But the senators have dif-
ferent views on the reha-
bilitation plan.  Sen. Nancy 
S. Binay seems to be more 
interested in preventing job 
losses over an extended 
period.  She opposed the 
one-year closure that Ci-
matu suggested.  Another 
one, Sen. Sherwin T. Gat-

chialian, offered alternative 
measures to solve the en-
vironmental problems.  He 
said the government could 
consider shutting down err-
ing business establishments 
only and filing administra-
tive cases against negligent 
local officials.  He said that 
a complete shutdown would 
displace 30,000 low-skilled 
workers, and that poverty 
and hunger would also 
worsen if unemployment 
rises.
   Another senator, Emmanu-
el J. Villanueva warned that 
a full closure might cripple 
the tourism industry.  He 
urged the national govern-
ment to “simply ensure the 
compliance of business es-
tablishments with environ-
mental laws, such as the 
Clean Air Act, Clean Water 
Act and Solid Waste Man-
agement Act.”
   It is interesting to note that 
Sen. Cynthia Villar, chair of 
the Senate Committee on 
Environment and Natural 
Resources, is conducting 
a probe on Boracay.  Last 
week, she announced that 
along with other senators, 
they would ask Duterte not 
to shut down the entire re-
sort island for two months.  
She said they were recom-

mending that only the non-
compliant establishments be 
shut down.  However, she 
did not disclose during the 
probe that the conglomerate 
of her family owns a hotel in 
Boracay and is now selling 
high-end condos under the 
brand name Costa de la Vis-
ta.  She also did not disclose 
that her family conglomer-
ate Vista Land, which owns 
the 54-room Boracay Sands, 
was bought for P157 million 
in 2016.
   Sad to say, the senators 
don’t seem to know that 
the problem is not about 
jobs.  Jobs are created and 
maintained when the busi-
ness industry is operating 
healthily. The business in-
dustry grows healthily when 
more tourists come to the 
resort island.  And the tour-
ists would continue coming 
back if there were no envi-
ronmental problems.  Vil-
lanueva had hit the nail on 
the head.  However, that’s 
only a small part of the so-
lution.  The biggest prob-
lem is infrastructure.  How 
would the businesses deal 
with garbage and human ex-
creta?  From what I heard, 
a lot of the businesses dump 
their waste and sewage into 
the sea.  This results in the 
high presence of algae in the 
waters around the island.  
The politicians should real-
ize now that Boracay is no 
longer the gem of the coun-
try; it is “Paradise Lost” and 
will remain so for as long as 
the government ignores the 
gravity of the deteriorating 
environment.  If the govern-
ment fails to rehabilitate the 
island, it won’t be long be-
fore tourists will stop com-
ing.
      
Whatever the politicians 
have decided how long 
the closure should be, they 
should – nay, must -- give 
the task force the support it 
needs to accomplish what 
it’s mandated to do.  It is not 
too late to regain Boracay to 
what it was before: God’s 
gift to the Filipino people.
(PerryDiaz@gmail.com) 

Boracay was known for its white beach, which was acclaimed as the best in the world.
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An early 
pageant 
favorite, 

Catriona Elisa 
Gray, wins as 
the Philip-
pines’ official 
representative 
to the 2018 
Miss Universe 
pageant.
Gray has been 
crowned Bb. 
Pilipinas Universe 
2018 at the corona-
tion night held in 
Araneta Coliseum, 
Cubao, Quezon 
City on March 18.
   
From the moment Catriona 
was named as the first win-
ner of the first-ever Pitoy 
Moreno National Costume 
Award, fans of the 24-year-
old TV host, model and 
singer already had a good 
feeling that she is going 
home with the topmost title 
by the end of the night.
   
From winning Best in Na-
tional Costume in a Mind-
anao-inspired Jason Dema-
vivas ensemble, Catriona 
went on to win five of the 
11 minor and major special 
awards given, including Jag 
Denim Queen, Miss Ever 
Bilena, Best in Swimsuit, 
and Best in Long Gown.

Bb. Pilipinas Universe 2017 Rachel Peters crowns her successor, Bb. Pilipinas 
Universe 2018 Catriona Gray.

April 2018

BY DENI ROSE AFINIDAD-BERNARDO

Shades of Gray: Catriona sweeps Binibining Pilipinas awards

Initially, Gray was pitted 
against volleyball star Mi-
chele Gumabao, who later 
on went to win as Bb. Pilipi-
nas-Globe 2018.
   
In the much-awaited Ques-
tion and Answer portion, 
Gray was the last of the con-
testants called via draw lots. 
One of the judges, H.E. US 
Ambassador to the Philip-
pines Sung Yong Kim, asked 
her: “After the devastating 
war, Marawi is now on its 
way to recovery. What is 
your message to the young 
women of Marawi?”

She nailed the title when she 
flawlessly answered:
 “Thank you for that ques-
tion. My answer and my 

message to the women is to 
be strong. As women, we’re 
the head of the household 
and we have amazing influ-
ence not only in our fami-
lies, as mothers, sisters and 
friends, but also in our com-
munity. If we could get the 
women to stay strong and 
be that image of strength for 
the children and the people 
around them, then once the 
rebuilding is complete and is 
underway, the morale of the 
community will stay strong 
and high. Thank you.”

As the new Binibining 
Pilipinas Universe 2018, 
Catriona wins:
One year ambassadorship 
contract with Cream Silk
P500,000 worth of man-

agement contract from Bb. 
Pilipinas Charities, Inc.
P500,000 worth of Dairy 
Queen endorsement con-
tract that includes a TV 
commercial
Complete set of wardrobe 
from BPCI
Full scholarship training 
from Dale Carnegie
18 months of salon services 
and gym membership
Personal accident insurance
P25,000 cash and P25,000 
worth of Ever Bilena 
products
 P500,000 Pizza Hut en-
dorsement contract, includ-
ing a TV feature

Born in Queensland, Austra-
lia, Catriona has an Austra-
lian father, Ian Gray, while 

her mom, Normita Ragas 
Magnayon, is from Albay, 
which is why she repre-
sented Albay in Binibining 
Pilipinas.
   Catriona was named after 
her paternal grandmother, 
accomplished painter Cath-
erine Gray nee Ross from 
Scotland.
A taekwondo black belter, 
Catriona earned a Masters 
Certificate in Music Theory 
from the Berklee College of 
Music in Boston, USA. She 
also have a Certificate in 
Outdoor Recreation.
   Apart from being the lead 
singer of her school’s jazz 
band, she starred in local 
“Miss Saigon” productions. 
After taking up high school 
in Australia, she moved to 

Manila, where she became a 
top model at the age of 18.
   In 2016, Gray was hailed 
as Miss World Philippines 
and she competed at the 
Miss World 2016 pageant, 
where she landed in the Top 
5. She also received special 
awards such as the Multi-
media Award, 2nd place in 
Talent, and Top 5 finalist 
for Beauty with a Purpose 
project.

If victorious, Gray will 
become the Philippines’ 
fourth Miss Universe title-
holder, following Gloria 
Diaz (1969), Margie Moran 
(1973) and Pia Wurtzbach 
(2015), who hosted the 2018 
Bb. Pilipinas pageant along-
side Richard Gutierrez.

Bb. Pilipinas Universe 2018 at the coronation night held in Araneta Coliseum.
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On August 29, 2017, 
President Rodrigo Du-
terte said that members 

of the Marcos family were 
“willing to open” and “return” 
to the government the question-
able wealth, including a “few 
gold bars.” “The Marcoses, I 
will not name the spokesman, 
sabi nila (they said), ‘we’ll 
open everything and hopefully 
return yung mga nakita na ta-
laga (those that had been dis-
covered),” he added. 

Recently, rumor was circulat-
ing in the news that the Marcos 
family and the Philippine gov-
ernment had agreed on a com-
promise agreement – which 
would include immunity from 
prosecution -- for the return of 
a “portion” of their allegedly 
ill-gotten wealth. But former 
Senator Ferdinand “Bong-
bong” Marcos and President 
Duterte debunked the rumor 
and said that no agreement had 
been reached. However, Chief 
Presidential Legal Counsel 
Salvador Panelo had confirmed 
that lawyer Oliver Lozano, a 
supporter of the Marcos fam-
ily had submitted to Malacañang 
a draft proposal for the return of 
a part of the Marcoses’ wealth to 
the government. 
   According to Lozano, his pro-
posal was based on the April 9, 
1973 notes of then president Fer-
dinand E. Marcos “bequeathing 
his earthly goods to the Marcos 
foundation for the benefit of the 
people.” Duterte should then is-
sue an executive order lifting the 
freeze so that the government 
would have a share although Lo-
zano did not say by how much. 
   It’s interesting to 
note that Lozano’s 
proposal did not 
say how much the 
Marcoses were will-
ing to return. If he 
was referring to 
what the Presiden-
tial Commission on 
Good Government 
(PCGG) – created by 
then president Cory 
Aquino after Mar-
cos was ousted from 
power in 1986 – had 
estimated to be $10 
billion, of which $4 
billion the PCGG had recovered, 
that it can be presumed that the 
remaining “wealth” in question is 
only $6 billion. And what would 
be the “portion” of that wealth the 
Marcoses were willing to return?    
   What Lozano did not take into 
consideration was the amount of 
loot that Marcos recovered from 
Japanese treasure sites all over 
the Philippines during his dic-
tatorship. The recovered gold is 
now referred to as the “Marcos 
Loot.”

In my column “Brouhaha over the 
Marcos Loot” (January 11, 2013), 
I wrote: “The hunt for the fabled 

Where is the Marcos Loot hidden?
‘Marcos Loot’ is beginning to look 
like an Indiana Jones sequel. The 
only difference is that this one is 
for real with real life characters, 
tons of real gold bullions, and a 
2,000-pound solid gold Buddha 
filled with real diamonds, emer-
alds, and other precious stones 
that would make the Queen of 
England look like a pauper.  
   “And after three decades of 
hunting for the Marcos Loot that 
began the day the late President 
Cory Aquino kicked the Marcoses 

out of power, the hunt is finally 
coming to an end during the pres-
idency of her only son, Benigno 
Aquino III. Not that the Marcos 
Loot has been recovered but that 
the government had seemingly 
lost the will to continue the hunt.  
“Soon after Cory took over power 
and established a revolutionary 
government in 1986, she formed 
the Presidential Commission on 
Good Government (PCGG) and 
mandated it to hunt for the Marcos 
Loot. Twenty-six years later, the 
PCGG claimed that it had recov-

ered $5 billion of 
the estimated $10 
billion loot in 
the form of hard 
cash, artwork, 
jewelry, secret 
bank deposits, 
and corporate as-
sets. But where 
is the gold? 
   “But nobody re-
ally knows how 
much the Marcos 
Loot is valued at. 
Some experts 
estimate it to be 
more than $60 

billion. Some say at least $100 
billion. But here is the stinger: 
Imelda Marcos showed evidence 
that her husband deposited a very 
large sum in a bank in Brussels, 
Belgium that would make the loot 
PCGG was trying to recover look 
like loose change. 
“In February 2009, a BBC re-
porter interviewed Imelda Mar-
cos.  Imelda showed the British 
reporter several paintings by mas-
ters hanging on her living room 
walls. When the reporter asked 
where she got her wealth, she said 
that her husband was a very rich 
lawyer who worked for gold min-
ing companies and also traded in 

gold. She then showed the 
reporter a piece of paper, 
which the reporter read. It 
was a Treasury Certificate for 
a deposit made by Ferdinand 
E. Marcos in a bank in Brus-
sels, Belgium for the amount 
of… are you ready for this? 
Nine Hundred Eighty Seven 
Billion United States Dollars. 
That’s the equivalent of 41.5 
trillion Philippine Pesos!  

“In his 2003 book, Gold Warrior, 
Sterling Seagrave told the story 
of the hunt for Yamashita’s Gold, 
which began when Gen. Douglas 
MacArthur returned to the Phil-
ippines in October 1944. A team 
of men, whom he personally se-
lected, wasted no time searching 
for the treasure sites. They found 
several treasure sites. MacArthur 
used the recovered gold to estab-
lish a trust fund for Emperor Hi-
rohito after Japan surrendered in 
August 1945. Known as Showa 
Trust, the fund’s trustees were 
Hirohito and MacArthur himself. 
Nobody knows the exact amount 
of Showa Trust but by 1982 it was 
paying nearly $1-billion interest 
per year! MacArthur also set up 
the M-Fund to back up the newly 
formed Liberal Democratic Party 
(LDP), which became the domi-
nant political force in Japan to 
this day.

“So, what happened to the rest 
of Yamashita’s 
Gold?  
   “First of all, 
Gen. Tomoyuki 
Yamashita had 
nothing to do with 
the loot. He was 
wrongly linked to 
the loot because 
he happened to 
be the top Japa-
nese commander 
in the Philippines 
during the waning 
days of the war. 
   “The real person 
who was respon-
sible for looting Asia was Prince 
Yasuhito Chichibu, younger 
brother of Emperor Hirohito. As 
head of the ‘Golden Lily’ cam-
paign, Chichibu oversaw the 
plunder of conquered territories. 
   His first cousin, Prince 
Tsuneyoshi Takeda, was in 
charge of hiding the loot at 175 
secret vaults scattered around the 
Philippines. Takeda had a young 
Filipino valet named Ben Val-
mores. When Takeda sneaked out 
of northern Philippine when the 
Americans were closing in, he 
gave a copy of the maps to Val-
mores for safekeeping and to be 
given back to him upon his re-
turn. He never came back.  
   “But some of the treasure maps 
found their way to then President 
Ferdinand E. Marcos. In 1968, 
he sent a team of military offi-
cers to Japan to make a deal for 
joint recovery of ‘Yamashita’s 
gold. They met with a prince, a 
cousin of the Emperor, who told 

them that Japan hid over $100 bil-
lion worth of loot in the Philip-
pines that would take ‘more than 
a century’ to recover it all. It’s not 
known if an agreement had been 
reached. However, Marcos pro-
ceeded with the hunt. 
   “In January 1971, Rogelio 
Roxas, a Filipino locksmith and 
amateur treasure hunter found 
a tunnel behind the Baguio gen-
eral hospital and crawled inside. 
He found a 28-inch tall solid gold 
Buddha that weighed one ton, and 
thousands of gold bars! This was 
the first treasure site discovered 
since the end of the war. Roxas, 
with the aid of 10 men, took the 
golden Buddha home. 
   “President Ferdinand E. Mar-
cos heard about the discovery 
and sent his men to confiscate the 
golden Buddha. When Roxas pro-
tested, he was arrested and alleg-
edly tortured. 
“It is said that by the time Marcos 
was deposed from power during 
the EDSA People Power Revolu-

tion of 1986, his 
men had recovered 
tons of gold and 
precious stones 
from 12 treasure 
sites. Where did 
Marcos hide his 
loot? 
“In 2004, an il-
legitimate daugh-
ter of Marcos by 
a German-born 
mother of Hungar-
ian descent, Evelin 
Hegyesi, surfaced 
in the news in Aus-
tralia. Her name is 

Analisa Josefa Hegyesi. Josefa is 
the name of Marcos’ mother.
   “Investigations by The Sun-Her-
ald revealed that Evelin’s Austra-
lian companies have financial 
links to Marcos’ secret accounts 
in Switzerland and Liechtenstein. 
The Sun-Herald provided a dos-
sier of the Australian link to the 
Marcos loot to the PCGG. But the 
trail went cold.
“In 2011, Analisa was in the news. 
Now 40 years old and an interior 
designer, Analisa was reported 
by The Daily Telegraph that she 
was fired from a TV reality show 
‘Renovators’ after she revealed to 
her producers that she was Mar-
cos’ daughter.
   “PCGG Chairman Andres Bau-
tista heard about it when his staff 
showed him The Daily Telegraph 
news account. ‘We will look at 
the money trail and see if the 
amount to be recovered would be 
worth the lawyers’ fees we would 
be spending for it,’ Bautista told 

the media.
‘Recently, it was reported in the 
news that PCGG would be abol-
ished. However, Bautista said 
that the hunt for the Marcos Loot 
would not end; the job will be 
continued by the Department of 
Justice. He said that the reason 
for closing the 200-man agency is 
that it is no longer cost effective 
to hunt for the $5-billion leftover 
from the Marcos Loot.
   “But who says there is only $5 

billion left in the loot? The origi-
nal estimate was made 26 years 
ago, at which time the extent of 
the loot was not fully accounted 
for. And it may never be account-
ed for. But like an iceberg, what 
you see is only the tip of the ice-
berg… until you submerge into 
the water. It’s the same with trea-

sure hunt; you never see the loot 
until you dig it. 

“In September 2009, then presi-
dential candidate Benigno Aqui-
no III, made his first campaign 
promise: ‘I will recover the Mar-
cos Loot.’” 
With the news that the Marcoses 
had offered to return the “loot” 
to the Philippine government, the 
question remains: Where is the 
Marcos Loot hidden?
(PerryDiaz@gmail.com)

This photo taken on May 5, 2013 shows 
Philippine former first lady  Imelda Marcos 
standing next to a bust of her late husband 
and Philippine  president Ferdinand Mar-
cos in Batac town, Ilocos Norte. AFP file 

Imelda shows a Treasury Certificate for a deposit made by Ferdinand E. Marcos in 
a bank in Brussels, Belgium for the amount of Nine Hundred Eighty Seven Billion 
United States Dollars.  

Rogelio Roxas and the gold buddha.

Evelin Hegyesi, illegitimate daughter 
of Marcos by a German-born mother 
of Hungarian descent.

Prince Yasuhito Chichibu, young-
er brother of Emperor Hirohito. 

Prince Tsuneyoshi Takeda, first 
cousin of Prince Chichibu.

BY PERRY DIAZ
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honor. The gold rings the 
warriors wear around their 
necks are known as “idzila” 
and come from the Ndebele 
tribe of South Africa, Fran-
cisco said. The deep red 
color of their armor draws 
from Maasai warriors from 

southern Kenya and north-
ern Tanzania.
   Francisco noted that Japa-
nese and Native American 
elements also informed his 
process, as well as symbols 
from the Catholic Church 
and his Filipino upbring-
ing.
 Anthony Francisco Rodney 
Fuentebella
   During his creative pro-
cess, Francisco thought 
about the textures he ex-
perienced growing up in 
the Philippines, like the 
weave chairs that his fam-
ily owned, he said. He also 
drew on a table runner in his 
aunt’s home that he used as 
a costume as a child as well 
as clothing from the Igorot 
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Buhay Pinoy by Dave San Pedro
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When Anthony 
Francisco received 
the assignment to 
design costumes for 
“Black Panther,” 
he knew the project 
was going to be big.
A senior visual designer at 
Marvel Studios, Francisco 
and his team (headed by 
Marvel Studios visual 
development head Ryan 
Meinerding), have worked 
on more than a dozen su-
per hero movies, but none 
as iconic as “Black Pan-
ther.”
   They thought I grew up 
in a hut! But yes, we do 
have technology.
   “We knew it was going 
to be big and important be-
fore it came out,” Francis-
co said. “We put out heart 
and soul into every movie, 
but this was special.”
    Before the script had 
even arrived, Francisco’s 
team began visually de-
signing the costumes and 
environments, making 
sure they were as loyal 
as possible to the Marvel 
Comics vision. They were 
also guided by director 
Ryan Coogler’s ”Wakanda 
bible,” which outlined the 
vision of a futuristic Afri-
can society that Coogler 
had.
   Francisco’s task was to 
visually design the cos-
tumes worn by the “Dora 
Milaje” — the all-female 
personal guard of the ruler 
of the fictional African 
country of Wakanda — 
which were then created 
by costume designer Ruth 
Carter.
   He wanted to make 
sure the costumes were 
iconic and communicated 
strength and modernity.
  “I hate it when women 
are put down,” Francisco 
said. “That was the main 
drive for me when I de-
signed this. Aside from the 
cultural representation, the 
#MeToo movement was 
happening while I was 
working on this. It was 
important for me to do a 
really good job.”
   The Dora Milaje cos-
tumes draw heavily from 
Pan-African roots, which 
Francisco made sure to 

Komiks

“Saving a life, you’re 
a hero. Saving hun-
dreds of lives, you’re 
a nurse.” - CNA
It was 2230 in my cell 
phone when I overhead an-
nouncement was made from 
PR105 flight paging medi-
cal personnel on board to 
approach flight attendants. 
I was just starting to sleep 
when I heard the page. I 
approached the flight at-
tendant introducing myself 
and she brought me to the 
location of a distressed pas-
senger. I assessed the pa-
tient and perform actions to 
save his life.
   Mr. X is a 73 years old 
male from Urdaneta City, 
Pangasinan. He was on 
severe fatigue when I saw 
him sitting on chair. He 
was very pale and unre-
sponsive. His eyes starting 
to close as if he was about 
to sleep. Pulses were weak 
and thready. Vital signs are 
the following: BP=61/38, 
HR=46, RR=32.
   He was situated at the 
middle section of the plane 
so I decided to move him to 
the hallway by lifting him 
up with the help of another 
passenger.  Oxygen was 
placed via simple plastic 
mask.
   His vital signs deterio-
rated. Pulses were no lon-
ger appreciated. I decided 
to perform CPR and asked 
for AED. I gave 2 cycles of 
CPR and another responder 
performed a cycle of CPR. 
His pulses came back.
   Another passenger told us 
there are empty seats in the 
business section. I suggest-
ed to the flight attendant to 
move the patient to busi-
ness class. The whole crew 
of PAL flight PR 105 were 

Another 
Life Saved

all support-
ive and as-
sisted us to 
move Mr. X 
via aircraft 
wheelchair. 
Again, I 
used my 
muscles to 
lift him up from the hallway 
to the wheelchair. Then we 
placed him on a much better 
location with more space to 
maneuver.
    I rechecked his vitals and 
these were my readings: 
BP=91/57, PR=61, RR=21. 
His skin color was much 
better and he can make one 
sentence statements.
   The pilot thru the lead 
flight attendant asked me if 
we need to make an emer-
gency landing either in 
South Korea or in Japan. I 
told the attendant Mr. X is 
stable. There is no need to 
make an emergency land-
ing. The lead flight atten-
dant the advised the pilot.
   Mr. X has history of pul-
monary embolism, thora-
centesis, deep vein throm-
bosis has IVC filter, and 
chronic respiratory failure. 
Mr. X’s niece told me 2 
liters of fluid was remove 
from his chest last week.
   Medical Evacuation 
team called to give aspirin 
320 mg. I helped the crew 
opened their orange color 
emergency kit to look for 
aspirin. Aspirin 80 mg/tab x 
4 tabs given. 
   Mr. X was accompanied 
by his wife and His niece 
in this flight. I asked the 
crew if we can call his wife 
and niece to come and stay 
with him to for company. 
Without hesitation the crew 
asked his boss and the later 
agreed to allow Mr. X’s 
family to stay with him not 
only for the moment but for 

the whole 
flight. 

I went back 
to my as-
signed seat 
to take a 
rest.
   About 

an hour after I left Mr. 
X and his family I was 
called again by a flight at-
tendant saying the patient 
was having chest pain. I 
immediately went back 
to see the patient. Vitals 
were taken. BP=87/46, 
HR=55, RR=33. Another 
RN suggested to give ni-
trol sublingual for chest 
pain. I suggested to halt it 
for now and instead to give 
Tylenol only for the reason 
that the BP was low. And 
the vitals were unstable. 
The cause of his chest pain 
might be the compression 
I gave him. We agreed to 
give tylenol.  Tylenol 500 
mg given orally.
   The flight attendant told 
us we are three (3) hours 
away before landing. I 
made a deep breath and 
s“t to myself, “thank you 
Lord, we are close to the 
Philippines.”
   Mr. X’s chest pain sub-
sided and he looks more 
comfortable. I told the 
family and the flight atten-
dants that I will go back to 
my chair. I advised them to 
call me if the need arises.

At around 0600 we finally 
landed in Manila after 14 
hours of non-stop flight 
without further medical 
problem. Mr. X was en-
dorsed to ground medical 
team who came up the 
plane to receive Mr. X. 
Another precious life was 
saved. Thanks be to God 
almighty.

To design costumes for ‘Black Panther,’ this 
artist drew on his Filipino upbringing
BY RUBY VERIDIANO

Anthony Francisco, a visual 
designer who worked on the 
“Dora Milaje” costumes in 
“Black Panther,” drew on Af-
rican and Asian cultures for 
inspiration.

Art of “Dora Milaje” warriors from Marvel Studios’ “Black 
Panther.”Photo Courtesy of Marvel Studios

es helped me problem solve 
during my design process.”
   The artist also feels a 
personal connection to the 
film’s message of cultural 
pride and representation, 
as he said that mainstream 
media depictions of Africa 
have historically been limit-
ed by what he calls a “third-
world” narrative.
   He could relate: When he 
first moved to Los Ange-
les from the Philippines as 
a teenager, his new friends 
didn’t think he grew up 
with electricity, much less a 
television set.
   “They thought I grew up 
in a hut! But yes, we do 
have technology,” he said. 
“That’s why this movie was 
close to me. It was impor-
tant to me as a fellow mi-
nority to be a part of chang-
ing the narrative.”
   Francisco also identifies 
slightly with the film’s an-
tagonist and witnessed first-
hand the type of violence 
and tension the character 
experienced while a teen-
ager, he said.
   With the success of “Black 
Panther,” Francisco unex-
pectedly finds himself in 
the public eye.
 An illustration of the Hulk 
by Anthony Francisco. 
Courtesy of Marvel Studios
   “I never thought I could 
be a voice for the Asian-
American community. Even 
my old classmates in the 
Philippines saw my name in 
the news, and I didn’t know 
that it made it that far,” he 
said.
   Eventually, Francisco may 
work on an Asian-American 
super hero, he noted, refer-
encing Marvel Comics’ cur-
rent “The Hulk,” who is a 
Korean-American character 
named Amadeus Cho.
   “Comic books are more 
forward thinking than Hol-
lywood!” he said. “And it’s 
still taking so long for Hol-
lywood to catch up to it. But 
things are definitely chang-
ing.”

ethnic group in 
the Philippines.
 “As a kid, I 
would take those 
table runners and 
put them over my 
shoulder or my 
waist as a belt,” 
Francisco said. 
“Those referenc-
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Derek Ramsay in Mendoza’s Amo

The latest from Nadine Lus-
tre and James Reid comes 
from the waters off the coast 
of Zambales.

Lustre shared with fans a 
couple of photos on her 
Instagram page showing 
JaDine playing around in 
the water at Nagsasa Cove 
in Pundaquit, Zambales. 
She wrote, “Choose to be 
happy.”
    The actress also shared 
a some sexy solo shots from 

Like his fun-loving mom 
Karla Estrada, Daniel Pa-
dilla enjoys wearing classic 
and comfortable clothes that 
send up Tinseltown’s trendy 
stars of yesteryears.

When asked to explain his 
fashion preference, he said, 
“I prefer the retro or vintage 
look, because I’m really an 
old soul. I don’t even mind 
being garbed in ukay-ukay 
clothes (laughs). Nakuha 
ko sa ermat ko ang fashion 
sense ko. For the most part, 
she lets me choose what I 
want to wear, but there are 
things she truly dislikes—
like, she doesn’t want to 
see me wearing white shoes 

The world’s leading inter-
net-television network Net-
flix has announced partner-
ship with TV 5 Incorporated 
to stream its first Philippine-
produced series ‘Amo’.

Cannes-winning filmmaker 
Brillante Ma. Mendoza’s 
‘Amo’ is a 12-part action 
series on the prevailing con-
troversies of Philippines’ 
war on drugs.
   ‘Amo’ will be the first 
ever mini-series from the 
Philippines to be avail-
able on Netflix, and will be 
made available globally to 
viewers worldwide starting 
April 9.
   Vice president of content 
acquisition at Netflix Robert 
Roy said in a statement: “We 
are always seeking to work 
with passionate, talented 
storytellers like Mendoza, 
to bring premium content to 
Netflix’s 117 million mem-
bers around the world.”
   He also tagged ‘Amo’ as a 
“bold and suspenseful show 
that has the potential of cap-
turing thrill-seeking viewers 
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Netflix partners with TV 5; will stream 
Mendoza’s ‘Amo’

worldwide.”
   Amo focuses on the lives 
of individuals caught in 
the crossfire of the govern-
ment’s campaign against il-
legal drug trade in the coun-
try.
   Vince Rillon portrays a 
high-school student who 
started out as a small-time 
shabu peddler and eventu-
ally got involved with drug 
lords and corrupt govern-
ment officials, while Derek 
Ramsay plays a policeman 
who’s running after drug 
pushers.
   Also featured in the se-
ries are Allen Dizon, Felix 

Roco, Apollo Abraham, 
Archie Adamos, and Baron 
Geisler.
   Meanwhile, TV5 presi-
dent and chief executive 
officer Vincent (Chot) 
Reyes lauded Mendoza for 
making “a beautiful job in 
bringing paper to life”.
   He added that TV5 is 
open to the idea of produc-
ing more entertainment 
content on top of its high-
rating sports content.
   Mendoza is best known 
for his Cannes-winning 
masterpieces “Ma’ Rosa,” 
“Thy Womb” and “Kina-
tay.”

Kathryn Bernardo nixes tight pants for Daniel Padilla
BY RITO P. ASILO

with white shirt, kasi nag-
mumukha daw akong si Sir 

(mentions a character ac-
tor’s name) (laughs).”
   What about his constant 
screen partner, Kathryn 
Bernardo?
   “Kathryn also doesn’t 
want me wearing very 
tight pants, kasi alam mo 
na… (laughs)!” he add-
ed. “Magaling manamit 
si Kath, as you can see. 
So, she doesn’t need my 
opinion in that regard. I 
just don’t like it when she 
wears overly revealing out-
fits—that’s where I put my 
foot down.”
   Such disarming candor 
sets Daniel apart from oth-
er bland and boring inter-
viewees in show biz.

BY ALFRED BAYLE

Nadine Lustre ‘chooses to be happy’ (and sexy) 
with James Reid

the same venue 
for a watch ad.
Photographer 
Andrei Suleik 
uploaded simi-
lar photos and 
a few other 
fashion shots.
   Lustre and 
Reid will be 
staring in a 
new movie 
titled “Never 
Not Love You” 
which will pre-
miere on Mar. 
31

It was a special 
moment for 
famed actor 

Sharon Cuneta to 
have dined with 
President Ro-
drigo Duterte on 
Tuesday, March 
20, at the Mala-
cañang Palace.
Sharon is known to 
be a fan of the Presi-
dent, whom she said 
is a close friend of her 
late father, Pablo Cun-
eta. Of course, Sharon 
did not miss the chance 
to take selfies with the 
President.
   “Ito po ang mga kiniku-
wento ko kay Kiko kanina 
pa. Kumain ng sardines 
si Tatay Digong kanina, 
nagcrave tuloy ako. Mag-
sasardinas din kami ni 
Kiko bago ako matulog,” 
Sharon said as she posted 
their group photos on In-
stagram.
   She also brought her 
brother Chet along with 
her. While Sharon’s hus-
band Kiko is from the 
Liberal Party, this doesn’t 
affect Sharon’s admira-
tion for President Duterte. 
She previously said that 
Kiko understands her po-
litical stand.

“My beloved only brother 
with the exact same DNA 
as mine, Chet, @chetdc9 
finally met his idol and 
hero tonight. My Daddy 
was a good friend of the 
President’s. Kuya and I 

Daniel Padilla

James Reid and Nadine Lustre

Sharon Cuneta dines with 
President Duterte

Sharon Cuneta with President Rodrigo Duterte

always find ways to make 
each other happy. Tonight, 
I was not only happy and 
honored to have dinner with 
Pres. Duterte, but also to 
make my Kuya the happiest 
I’ve ever been able to make 
him. Hope you’re happy, 
Daddy! I love you so much, 
Kuya ko,” she said, posting 
a photo of Duterte and her 
brother.

The last part of her message 
reads her support and prayer 
for Duterte’s endeavors.

“And thank you, Mr. Presi-
dent. We pray that God’s 
hand be upon you so that 
you may steer our country 
where He knows it will be 
best! May God bless you, 
sir. (Miss you, Mayor In-
day!)(Thanks so much for 
everything, @bernsrp Ber-
na! Luv u!),” she added.
   Sharon also posted a photo 
of the Presidential Gift they 

received. “My Kuya is so 
happy that he might go back 
later to swim in the river 
around Malacanang. Haha-
ha!,” she said.
   Special Assistant to the 
President Bong Go also 
shared on Facebook photos 
from the dinner. “Dinner 
with PRRD and Sharon Cu-
neta, Sarap ng sardinas,” he 
said.

Sharon has always been a 
self-confessed fan of Du-
terte. Last month, Sharon 
posted a video message of 
Duterte dedicated to her.

“Maam Sharon thank you 
for remembering me, I am 
your good friend and my 
daughter Sarah ay talagang 
ina-idolize ka. She has been 
an avid admirer. Among the 
many things you have done 
for my family, I am grate-
ful,” Duterte said on the 
video
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