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ZAMBOANGA CITY, 
Philippines — The Abu 
Sayyaf yesterday re-
leased a video showing 
the beheading of Ger-
man captive Juergen 
Gustav Kantner.

The brief video, circu-
lated on the internet by 
the SITE Intelligence 
Group that monitors ji-
hadi websites, was the 
first sign that the mili-
tants proceeded with 
their threat to kill Kant-
ner.
   On Feb. 14, the Abu 
Sayyaf threatened to 
execute Kantner if P30 
million in ransom was 
not paid by 3 p.m. of Feb. 26.
   The video showed the 70-year-
old Kantner sitting in a grassy 

The brief video, circulated on the internet by 
the SITE Intelligence Group that monitors jihadi 
websites, was the first sign that the militants 
proceeded with their threat to kill Kantner. SITE 
Intel Group via AP

President Duterte 
yesterday denied 
forming a task force 

to kill criminals, even as 
he admitted that hundreds 
of them died while he was 
mayor of Davao City.
Duterte said he does not play fa-
vorites with the security forces 
and that he relays his directives to 
police chiefs.
   “There is no task force. You can 
see that I give the orders to the 
chief, to Bato (nickname of Philip-
pine National Police chief Direc-
tor General Ronald dela Rosa). 
Wala akong bata-bata na ganoon (I 
don’t play favorites). Even in the 
military,” the President said.
   “Didn’t I say it? Every now and 
then, do not create a cult or rido 
(clash). I do not need it. I said, I 
do not need it, I do not like it,” he President Rodrigo Duterte yesterday denied forming a task force to kill 

criminals, even as he admitted that hundreds of them died while he was 
mayor of Davao City. 

By Alexis Romero

Duterte admits hundreds 
killed while he was mayor

Photo by Edd Gumban

The arrest of Senator Leila de 
Lima is an indication that the Du-
terte administration is winning the 
war on drugs, Philippine National 
Police (PNP) chief Director Gen-
eral Ronald “Bato” Dela Rosa 
said, echoing fellow presidential 
ally Speaker Pantaleon Alvarez.

“She was charged with drug of-
fenses. That’s criminal. So mean-
ing nagtagumpay tayo (we are 

Senator Leila de Lima

By Julliane Love De Jesus
De Lima’s arrest shows gov’t winning vs drugs – Bato

Sayyaf uploads video of 
German’s beheading
By Roel Pareño and Michael Punongbayan

clearing and saying, “Now he 
kills me,” shortly before a masked 

MANILA, Philippines – The 
Volunteers Against Crime and 

VACC to file contempt charges vs 
Robredo, LP senators

By Lian Buan

The group’s lawyer says Vice President Leni Robredo, Senator Francis Pang-
ilinan, and Senator Franklin Drilon have been making statements that disre-
spect the court Corruption (VACC) will file con-

tempt of court charges against Vice 
President Leni Robredo as well as 

winning),” Dela Rosa said 
in a press conference at 
Camp Crame on Monday.
   Alvarez said the arrest of 
De Lima was a “victory of 
the war against drugs.” “It 
shows justice is working 
in our beloved nation,” the 
Speaker added.
   Dela Rosa, meanwhile, 
insinuated that had the gov-
ernment failed to prosecute 
De Lima, the “drug em-



to him on the phone telling him that he was 
doing the “right thing” in his war on drugs.
   As an expression of goodwill towards 
Trump, Duterte sent his Communications 
Secretary Martin Andanar and National Se-
curity Adviser Gen. Hermogenes Esperon 
to attend Trump’s inaugural last January 20. 
Although there were no news reports of the 
two attending the inaugural ball and having 
a seat at the VIP section at the inauguration, 
they were at the pre-inaugural reception at 
the Philippine Embassy, which was mostly 
attended by Filipino-Americans.

Change in Duterte
Something must have happened since then 

because Duterte 
seemed to have 
a change in his 
attitude towards 
Uncle Sam.
   Recently, it was 
reported in the 
news that Du-
terte had given 
Defense Secre-
tary Gen. Delfin 

Lorenzana the go-ahead for the U.S. mili-
tary to build barracks and fuel depots in 
designated Philippine bases where Ameri-
can forces are allowed to temporarily sta-
tion under the Enhanced Defense Coopera-
tion Agreement (EDCA). This is a far cry 
from last month when Duterte threatened 
to terminate EDCA. He said then that he 
didn’t want his country to get entangled if 
a Sino-American war erupted. Lorenzana 
identified three bases where the U.S. is sup-
posedly bringing weapons, including Pala-
wan, which is just within 100-200 miles 
from the militarized artificial islands in the 
Spratly archipelago in the SCS.

Realignment
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One of the most quoted maxims in 
politics is: “There are no perma-
nent friends, no permanent enemies, 

only permanent interests.” But regardless 
of whether you’re dealing with a friend or 
an enemy, the one that could earn dividends 
is the mantra: “Don’t burn your bridges be-
cause you’ll never know when you would 
need them.” American presidents since the 
beginning of the 19th century were good 
at following this mantra. Not only did they 
not burn bridges, they built bridges for their 
former enemies. Yes, indeed. Look at post-
World War II Germany and Japan.

At the end of World War II, the U.S. initi-
ated the Marshall Plan – officially the Eu-
ropean Recovery Program – to aid Western 
Europe from the ravages of war. More than 
$12 billion (approximately $120 billion 
in current dollar value) were given in the 
1950s and 1960s. The reunification of West 
Germany and the former communist state 
of East Germany in 1990 created Europe’s 
biggest economic power. Today, the U.S. 
continues to maintain a strong military force 
to protect Germany and 25 other European 
countries – collectively the North Atlantic 
Treaty Organization (NATO) — from the 
threat of Russian aggression.
   In the case of Japan, the American occupa-
tion of Japan provided a smooth transition 
to economic recovery. With the presence of 
American bases and troops, Japan allocated 
only one percent of her Gross Domestic 
Product (GDP) for her self-defense force; 
thus, giving her more to spend on economic 
recovery. By the 1960s, Japan became the 
world’s second largest economy after the 
U.S.
   Today, Germany and Japan join the ranks 
of America’s most dependable allies. Ger-
many, together with her World War II ad-
versaries — United Kingdom and France 
— form the bulwark of NATO while Japan 
partners with the U.S. and South Korea in 
keeping China and North Korea at bay.

Rise of China
China-riseWith the rise of China as the 
world’s second largest economy after the 
U.S. – displacing Japan who moved down 
to third place — there is a great deal of 
anxiety among her Asian neighbors who 
are fearful of China’s imperialistic design 
in the South and East China Seas. Thus far, 
Vietnam and the Philippines have lost terri-
tories to China. In 1974, China grabbed the 

Uncle Sam or Xi Dada: 
A question of trust

Paracel Islands after engaging Vietnam in a 
fierce naval battle. In 1994, China occupied 
the Mischief Reef, which is within the Phil-
ippines’ exclusive economic zone (EEZ), 
and built permanent fortifications on it.
   Scarborough-Shoal-aerial-view.2In 2012, 
China took possession of the Philippines’ 
Scarborough Shoal after four months of 
standoff between Chinese and Philippine 
coast guards. To break the impasse, the 
U.S. mediated for both parties to withdraw 
their vessels from the shoal. Both countries 
agreed. Well, the Philippines withdrew her 
ships but China didn’t. Since then, China 
cordoned the only opening to the shoal’s 
lagoon; thus, preventing Philippine ships 
and fishing vessels 
from entering what 
was once Philip-
pine territory.
   In 2013, China 
started building 
artificial islands 
on seven reefs in 
the Spratly archi-
pelago in the South 
China Sea (SCS). 
When the U.S. confronted China about 
those artificial islands, China said she had 
no intention of militarizing them. However, 
satellite photos show runways, harbors, and 
structures that appear to be missile emplace-
ments. When asked again, China said that 
she has the right to build and install defense 
equipment on her sovereign territory.

Can China be trusted?
The representations that China made when 
she was building the artificial islands were 
different from what she’s saying now; she’s 
fortifying these islands to defend them from 
external forces. It manifests China’s pro-
pensity to lie. In other words, China can’t 
be trusted.
   In a survey conducted by Social Weather 
Stations (SWS) in the Philippines last Sep-
tember, 76% of the respondents had “much 
trust” in the U.S. compared to 22% about 
China. What is interesting is that the survey 
was conducted at a time when Digong was 
vociferously expressing his anti-American 
tirades.
   Duterte continued his verbal assaults on 
the U.S., particularly against then-Presi-
dent Barack Obama whom he called “son 
of a whore” and told him to “go to hell.” 
But Duterte seemed to be attracted to then 
President-elect Donald Trump who talked 

Obviously, Duterte is realigning with the 
U.S., just a few months after he announced 
during his state visit to China that he will 
“separate” from the U.S. His 180-degree 
about-face surprised the Duterte watchers.
   Last February 5, Duterte announced that 
he had terminated the peace talks with lead-
ers of the Communist Party of the Philip-
pines (CPP) and the National Democratic 
Front (NDF). He also lifted the “ceasefire” 
with the New People’s Army (NPA). In a 
media conference, Duterte said that the 
CPP-NDF-NPA triumvirate was making 
unreasonable demands including freeing 
hundreds of prisoners whom NPA claims 
to be “political prisoners.” Duterte had ini-
tially released 18 prisoners but their num-
ber was increased to 23 upon the insistence. 
After releasing them, the rebels demanded 
the release of another 400 prisoners. It was 
then that Duterte ordered the arrest of jailed 
leftist leaders who were allowed to join the 
peace talks.
   Duterte then branded the CPP-NDF-NPA 
as a terrorist group, which didn’t dwell too 
well with Chinese President Xi Jinping. It’s 
a big blow to Xi whom the Chinese people 
affectionately call Uncle Xi or Xi Dada. Xi 
had expected Duterte to turn the Philippines 
into a vassal of China and terminate EDCA 
including the Mutual Defense Treaty (MDT) 
and Visiting Forces Agreement (VFA). And 
with a navy without warships and an air 
force without warplanes, the Philippines 
would helplessly be at the mercy of a mili-
tant China. What a shame!
   At the end of the day, the defensive um-
brella that Uncle Sam provides over the 
Philippines would ensure that the country 
remains sovereign and independent. Un-
like Xi Dada, Uncle Sam has no imperial-
istic design in the Philippines. However, 
America has vast national security interests 
in the Indo-Asia-Pacific region and thus 
has to remain a power in the region to keep 
the strategic shipping lanes in the SCS and 
other bodies of international water open to 
all nations.
   Ultimately, it all comes down to a ques-
tion of trust. Whom can Duterte trust: Uncle 
Sam or Xi Dada?
(PerryDiaz@gmail.com)

PerryScope
By Perry Diaz

pire” inside the New Bilibid Prison would 
continue to thrive.
   “Kung hindi naaksyunan ‘yung problema 
sa droga, lalong lumaki ‘yan ngayon. So-
brang laki na kung hindi natin giniba ‘yung 
drug empire sa loob ng Bilibid. Napakalaki 
na ng empire na ‘yan,” he said.
   (If the drug problem has not been ad-
dressed, this could be a big  problem today. 
)
   De Lima, who staunchly opposed the kill-
ings in the Duterte administration’s drug 
war, is facing illegal drug charges for alleg-

De Lima’s arrest shows gov’t winning vs drugs – Bato
edly profiting from the drug business in-
side the national penitentiary when she was 
Justice secretary.
   The senator is currently detained at the 
PNP Custodial Center located inside Camp 
Crame in Quezon City.
   Dela Rosa, however, appealed to the 
President to bring back the war on drugs 
because dealers and users are resuming 
their illegal activities.
   Duterte’s bloody campaign against drugs 
has claimed lives of over 7,000 individu-
als, at least 2,000 died in legitimate police 
operation.

It’s March already!  We finally have a break from the heavy rains 
that flooded most areas in Sacramento and around. Although nothing 
has stopped our Fil-Am community from having all the usual gather-
ings, celebrations, and parties, especially published in this issue of 
PF News.

First and foremost, as parents of Dane with his partner Amanda, we 
are grateful to those who have made their presence to support Rize All’s first fund-
raising.  Beginning this first week  is their free dance classes, with a grand open-
ing celebration on March 4.  Please stop by if you haven’t visited yet and see what 
fun dance classes they are offering for our community of all ages and dance levels. 
Rize All is a non-profit organization, established to promote the physical well being 
through dance.  Besides, it’s a fun way to learn and have fun at the same time.  If any-
one is interested, individual or by couples, to attend the Wednesday ballroom lessons 
at 7:30 PM, please let us know. 

There are upcoming events for this month but we would like to especially highlight 
the Philippines Consular on Wheels event, that is scheduled for March 18, at the 
Magellan Hall in Sacramento.  It can be a lengthy process and there are specific re-
quirements. It’s better to plan ahead.  Please call the Bayanihan Club of Sacramento 
for more information. 

Politics aside both in the Philippines and here in America, may we all find happiness 
and peace in our heart.  Let’s spend the most precious time with our families and 
friends around. 

With all of you in celebrations,
Dinnah San Pedro



businessman Jee Ick Joo whom 
members of the PNP’s Anti-Kid-
napping Group (AKG) “arrested” 
supposedly for being a drug sus-
pect.
   Jee was strangled to death on 
the same day of his abduction last 
Oct. 18, 2016 right inside the PNP 
headquarters in Camp Crame. 
Business groups, particularly the 
Korean Chamber of Commerce 
Philippines condemned the brutal 
killing.
   Gatchalian said there is no doubt 
the Duterte administration’s in-
tensive war on drugs was effec-
tive even though his program 
of change, particularly his fight 
against illegal drugs, “raised a lot 
of eyebrows.”
   The senator said it is essential 
that the government finds an ef-
fective strategy and the right bal-
ance to counter the illegal drug 
trade, which he noticed is also 
slowly seeping back in unsuspect-
ing communities.

DUTERTE’S FOLLOWERS
Thousands of pro-Duterte groups 
from Metro Manila and nearby 
provinces converged at the Quirino 
Grandstand at Rizal Park to show 
support for the president’s war on 
drugs, poverty, and corruption as 
the nation commemorated the 31st 
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The President said 
there was “no turn-
ing back” in his 

anti-drug efforts, adding 
that human rights and 
due process could not be 
used as an excuse to allow 
drug traffickers and their 
protectors in high places 
to destroy the country.
“Do not rely on due process and 
human rights. It won’t pass, we 
will still see each other in hell,” 
Duterte said during the recent 
turnover of a drug rehabilitation 
facility n Davao del Norte.
   He even warned that he will show 
no mercy to drug pushers and their 
protectors as the government con-
tinues its campaign against the 
narcotics trade.
   “You think that those two basic 
principles can protect you. Well 
I’ll tell you, I’m sorry. It cannot,” 
he added.

The President said he is deter-
mined to “catch” the drug pushers 
and “preserve” the Filipino nation 
from the enormous drug problem 
without resorting to the declara-
tion of martial law.
   “Martial law? Mine is to preserve 
the Filipino nation. I don’t think I 
need to impose Habeas Corpus, 
suspension, martial law. It is given 
that I will protect and defend the 
Constitution of the Philippines 
and protect the Filipino people,” 
he said.
   “There’s no turning back be-
cause it is my job. When I took my 
oath of office, I have to protect the 
Filipino people,” he said.
   Duterte also said he was ready 
to die, go to prison or be removed 
from office amid the government’s 
deadly campaign against the nar-
cotics trade.

No turning back from war on drugs
By Genalyn D. Kabiling    He also reaffirmed his vow to 

protect law enforcers preforming 
their duty, saying he will take full 
responsibility if they are forced to 
kill criminals to defend their lives.

“Do not scare me because I am not 
scared to go to prison or face the 
firing squad. It actually feels good 
to die knowing that you have pro-
tected the nation,” he said.
   “I am willing to be assassinated 
for whatever reason or you sabo-
tage the plane I am than die while 
using illegal drugs. I will be glad 
to die for my country,” he added.
The government has drawn criti-
cisms for the soaring death toll 
linked to its deadly war on illegal 
drugs. Some groups have deplored 
the alleged human rights violations 
from the spate of killings since the 
administration started.
   But the government has repeat-
edly argued that it was not behind 
the alleged extrajudicial killings in 
the country.
  Duterte, in the same Davao 
speech, took another swipe at 
some members of the clergy criti-
cal of his anti-drug campaign. He 
said they should contribute to the 
campaign by going to communi-
ties and convincing people to stay 
away from illegal drugs.
   He said the country’s drug prob-
lem has become enormous with 
the suspected involvement of gov-
ernment officials and lawmen.
He said 6,000 police and 32 mu-
nicipal mayors were allegedly in-
volved in illegal drug trade while 
40 percent of the country’s baran-
gay captains are into the drugs.

RELAUNCH PNP’S ‘TOKHANG’
At Saturday’s pro-Duterte rally 
at the Quirino Grandstand in Ma-
nila, Senator Alan Peter Cayetano 
urged the Duterte administration 
and the Philippine National Police 
(PNP) to relaunch their anti-drug 
campaign that came to be known 
as “Oplan Tokhang.”

   “Ako’y nakikiusap sa ating Pan-
gulo at sa PNP na-irelaunch ninyo 
ang inyong (I am urging the Presi-
dent and the PNP to relaunch the) 
anti-drug drive. Simula sa araw 
na ito February 25, araw ng re-
bolusyon at pagbabago, hindi na 
ito (Beginning this day of Febru-
ary 25, the day of revolution and 
change, this is no longer just) Du-
terte’s war on drugs, it will be the 
people’s war on drugs dahil po 
kasama tayo sa paglaban sa droga 
(because we are part of the fight 
against drugs),” Cayetano said.
   The senator said that for 31 years 
since the EDSA Revolution, peo-
ple go out and clamor for change 
and cited how the Duterte adminis-
tration’s war on drugs has brought 
change in the communities.
   “Hindi pa tapos ang pagbabago, 
pero mas safe na ba ngayon sa in-
yong mga lugar? Kahit papaano, 
ang mga pusher sa inyong lugar ay 
may takot na rin (Change is not yet 
complete, but aren’t your commu-
nities safer? Drug pushers in your 
communities now have fear),” 
Cayetano said as he addressed the 
crowd.
   The senator pointed out how il-
legal drugs play a factor in 60 per-
cent of the crimes committed in 
the country.

WIN BACKS ‘TOKHANG’
For his part, Senator Sherwin 
Gatchalian said yesterday he has 
no qualms over the proposal for 
President Duterte to re-launch his 
intensive war on drugs, but that 
rogue cops within the PNP should 
first be taken out.
   “I’ve served in the local govern-
ment for a long time and I know 
what really needs to be done by 
our police and this administra-
tion is to cleanse the ranks of the 
PNP. That should be the priority,” 
Gatchalian said in an interview 
over Radio DZBB.
   Duterte suspended his drug cam-
paign after the killing of Korean 

People Power Anni-
versary.
   At 10 p.m. Sat-
urday, the National 
Capital Regional 
Police Office (NCR-
PO) announced a 
crowd estimate of 
215,000.
   
Sultan Yusoph Im-
pal Guinto of the 
Muslim Center in 
San Miguel, Ma-
nila, who came to 
the event together 
with 500 others, 
said they came be-

cause they are willing to sacrifice 
their life for Duterte.
   “Handa kaming itaya ang buhay 
namin para sa pagsuporta namin 
kay President Duterte,” he said. 
“Wag nating harangan ang pama-
malakad niya sa Pilipinas, kundi 
dapat ay suportahan natin siya.”
   He said that the Muslim Center 
has become more peaceful since 
Duterte started the war on drugs.

“Sa amin sa Muslim Center, ngay-
on ay tahimik na. Nawala na ‘yung 
mga drug lord,” he said. 

President Rodrigo Duterte
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militant beheaded him with 
a curved knife.
   A few gunmen muttered 
“Allahu Akbar,” or God is 
great.
The executioner placed the 
head beside the body after 
the beheading that occurred 
in an undisclosed area be-
lieved to be in Sulu.
  Intelligence reports that 
circulated on Sunday said 
the militants led by Muamar 
Askali alias Abu Rami ex-
ecuted Kantner in Sitio Tali-
bang, Barangay Buanza af-
ter the deadline for ransom 
payment lapsed. Presidential 
peace process adviser Jesus 
Dureza confirmed that the 
bandit group had beheaded 
Kantner. Dureza said the 
bandits’ barbaric activities 
must be stopped, notingter-
rorism has no place in the 
country.
   He said he had always 
been in contact with the 
German government in an 
effort to save Kantner.
   Philippine National Police 
chief Ronald dela Rosa also 
confirmed the beheading, 
but the Armed Forces of the 
Philippines (AFP) refused to 

Sayyaf uploads video of German’s beheading

senators Francis Pangilinan 
and Franklin Drilon.
   VACC’s lawyer Ferdinand 
Topacio told Rappler that 
they are now preparing a 
complaint against Robredo, 
Pangilinan, and Drilon, who 
have been vocal in oppos-
ing the arrest of their fellow 
Liberal Party (LP) mem-
ber, Senator Leila de Lima.   
Topacio said De Lima’s al-
lies continue to make state-
ments that disrespect the 
court.
   He said that Robredo, for 
instance, issued this state-
ment: “These efforts to 
smear Senator De Lima are 
a strong indication that the 
charges against her arise 
from a political agenda and 
are not the result of an in-
dependent, unbiased legal 
process.”

VACC to file contempt charges vs Robredo, LP senators
From  page 1

do so. The military said the 
video is not enough proof, 
as it insisted on finding the 
victim’s body to confirm the 
execution.
   AFP spokesman Brig. 
Gen. Restituto Padilla said 
he would not dignify the 
video by watching it. Col. 
Cirilito Sobejana, chief of 
the Joint Task Force Sulu, 
said his men were search-
ing for Kantner’s head and 
body.
   AFP chief Gen. Eduardo 
Año said they were still ver-
ifying the report and have 
yet to receive confirmation 
on the ground. Año said 
there should be proof such 
as the identifiable remains 
of the victim, body parts 
that can be subjected to 
DNA and confirmatory test-
ing or a reliable eyewitness 
account. Defense Secretary 
Delfin Lorenzana issued a 
similar statement, saying: 
“We cannot confirm unless 
we see the body.”   

Operations continue
Capt. Jo Ann Petinglay, 
spokesperson for the West-
ern Mindanao Command, 
said reports of Kantner’s 

beheading have not slowed 
down the military operations 
to crush the Abu Sayyaf and 
rescue all remaining hos-
tages.
   The military fired mor-
tar rounds on Abu lairs in 
the mountains of Al-Barka 
yesterday morning. Troops 
from the Joint Task Force 
Basilan bombarded the 
hideout of Abu Sayyaf lead-
er Nurhassan Jamiri in Ba-
rangay Makalang at around 
3 a.m., Petinglay said.
  Reports from ground forces 
said several mortar rounds 
hit the bandits’ camp, where 
about 70 Abu Sayyaf fol-
lowers led by Jamiri were 
reportedly encamped.
  Al-Barka Mayor Darus 
Lajid confirmed the bom-
bardment, saying residents 
from nearby villages fled 
their homes for fear for 
their lives. At least 14 bat-
talions of soldiers are pursu-
ing the militants who have 
been holding captive seven 
Filipinos and 20 foreigners, 
excluding six Vietnamese 
seized in a recent Tawi-Tawi 
pirate attack.

   Pangilinan and Drilon have 
also labeled De Lima’s ar-
rest over drug charges as po-
litical persecution. (READ: 
De Lima’s fate: Karma or 
political persecution?)
   They echoed the arguments 
of De Lima’s camp, say-
ing the issuance of an arrest 
warrant was rushed because 
the Muntinlupa Regional 
Trial Court (RTC) has yet to 
hear the senator’s motions 
to quash. (READ: Who is 
the judge who ordered De 
Lima’s arrest?)
   “They are insinuating 
that the court is biased even 
without grounds. That’s im-
proper conduct. Of course 
you can always criticize the 
court, but not in a disrespect-
ful way,” Topacio told Rap-
pler in a phone interview.
   The lawyer said they will 
file charges for violation of 

Section 3(d) of Rule 71 of 
the Rules of Civil Proce-
dure which penalizes “any 
improper conduct tending, 
directly or indirectly, to im-
pede, obstruct, or degrade 
the administration of jus-
tice.”
   Topacio added that De 
Lima may have committed 
forum shopping when she 
filed separate petitions be-
fore the Court of Appeals 
and the Supreme Court. 
Forum shopping refers to 
the multiple filing of peti-
tions or motions to increase 
the odds of a court ruling in 
one’s favor.
   If one is found guilty of 
forum shopping, it would 
constitute direct contempt 
of court and the multiple pe-
titions or motions could be 
dismissed.

MANILA, Philippines 
-  The move to expel Lib-
eral Party members from 
the super majority in the 
Senate was inevitable and 
done out of sheer com-
mon sense, according to 
the lawmaker who hosted 
the meeting during which 
the move against the LP 
was planned.

Sen. Manny Pacquiao said 
that 15 to 16 senators met 
last Monday night at his 
Forbes Park home where 
they discussed the move 
against the LP senators, 
among other things.
   Led by Senate President 
Aquilino Pimentel III, 
members of the majority 
bloc, except for the LP 
stalwarts and Sen. Risa 
Hontiveros, were present 
during the meeting.
   Pacquiao said there was 
an agreement among all 
of them to oust the LP 
senators from the major-
ity bloc.
   “We cannot do our work 
here. The President has 
nothing to do with this. We 
cannot do our jobs here at 
the Senate if we don’t do 
this,” Pacquiao said.
   Even before the meet-
ing, a number of senators 
belonging to the majority 
bloc had been airing their 
displeasure over how the 
LP senators were voting 
as a bloc against some is-
sues important to the ad-
ministration.
   Pacquiao, who initi-
ated the move to remove 
the committee chairman-
ships of the LP senators, 
said that there was general 
agreement among mem-
bers of the Senate major-
ity that there was a need to 
draw the line.
   
They also were unhappy 
over how the LP senators 

Ouster planned in Pacman’s house

(Sen. Manny Pacquiao said that 15 to 16 senators met last 
Monday night at his Forbes Park home where they discussed the 
move against the LP senators, among other things.

By Marvin Sy

were holding some major 
committee chairmanships as 
members of the majority but 
at the same time were criti-
cal of the administration.
   Sen. Cynthia Villar said 
that the majority bloc 
reached a consensus on the 
matter some time ago and 
felt they’d had enough of 
the same petty issues.
   Villar said that there was 
always some confusion 
among the majority bloc be-
fore when some of its mem-
bers could not seem to agree 
on a number of issues.
   In a statement issued Mon-
day night, Pimentel said “the 
work in the Senate has been 
hampered by the blurring of 
lines between the majority 
and the minority to the det-
riment of public interest.”
   LP president Sen. Francis 
Pangilinan, in a statement 
issued yesterday, refuted the 
claim of Pimentel, noting 
that almost 70 percent of the 
bills on its way to being ap-
proved were shepherded by 
LP senators.
   “It is simply untrue that 
LP senators hampered the 
legislative agenda. How is 
this possible when two out 
of the administration’s three 
priorities – death penalty 
and the lowering of criminal 
age of responsibility – are 
with the justice committee 
and not our committees?” 
Pangilinan said.

   The justice committee is 
headed by Sen. Richard 
Gordon.
   Pangilinan pointed out 
that the senators who voted 
against the 2017 national 
budget, namely Sens. Pan-
filo Lacson and Sherwin 
Gatchalian, are not members 
of the LP.
   The 17th Congress has 
so far passed only one law, 
which was the postponement 
of the October 2016 Sang-
guniang Kabataan elections, 
and this was secondarily re-
ferred to the committee on 
electoral reforms and peo-
ple’s participation chaired 
by Sen. Leila de Lima.
   “The only instances we 
were divided in the major-
ity were on the issues of the 
Marcos burial in the Lib-
ingan ng mga Bayani, the 
extrajudicial killings, the 
investigation of corruption 
in the Bureau of Immigra-
tion and the Lascañas testi-
mony,” Pangilinan said.
   “In these instances, the LP 
asserted the independence of 
the Senate and it was in these 
instances that senators allied 
with Malacañang opposed 
our efforts,” he added.

Pangilinan said that it was 
“inaccurate and factually er-
roneous” for any senator to 
say that the reorganization 
was due to hampered work.
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Senator Leila de Lima, ar-
rested Friday on drug traf-
ficking charges, has waged 
a decade-long crusade to 
expose President Rodrigo 
Duterte as the leader of death 
squads that have killed thou-
sands of people.
   She insists Duterte’s gov-
ernment has manufactured 
the charges to silence her 
investigations into the kill-
ings allegedly orchestrated 
by Duterte during his time 
as mayor of Davao city, then 
for the past eight months as 
president.

Here are key moments in the 
battle between De Lima and 
Duterte:
March 2009
De Lima, then head of the 
government’s Commission 
on Human Rights, flies to 
Davao and begins a public 
inquiry into the alleged death 
squads.
   “I am bothered by state-
ments attributed to him 
(Duterte)… which tend to 
condone this phenomenon 
of illegal or vigilante-style 
killings,” De Lima says at the 
inquiry.
   Duterte responds: “If there 
is an iota of evidence that we 
are involved in the killings, I 
will submit to you, at the end 
of the day, my resignation as 
city mayor.”

June 2012
The commission, after De 
Lima has stepped down to 
become justice secretary, 

Timeline: Duterte, De Lima’s duel over 
drugs, deaths

President Rodrigo Duterte and Senator Leila de Lima

Agence France-Presse

finds that “there was a sys-
tematic practice of extraju-
dicial killings” in Davao.
   De Lima orders the Na-
tional Bureau of Investi-
gation, which is part of 
her justice department, to 
launch a probe into the al-
leged death squads.

May 2016
Duterte is elected president 
after pledging during the 
campaign to kill 100,000 
criminals. De Lima sepa-
rately wins a seat in the 
Senate.
   Days after the election, the 
justice ministry announces 
it has closed its investiga-
tion into the death squads 
because the last witness 
had fled a safe house run 
by the ministry’s witness 
protection program.

August 2016
Duterte accuses De Lima 
of running a drug traffick-
ing ring with criminals 
inside the nation’s biggest 
prison to help fund her 
Senate election campaign.
   De Lima, as head of the 
Senate justice and human 
rights committee, launch-
es public hearings on al-
leged extrajudicial killings 
in Duterte’s drug war. A 

self-declared Davao Death 
Squad assassin testifies 
that he and others killed 
about 1,000 people from 
1998-2013 on Duterte’s 
orders. Duterte allies in the 
Senate depose De Lima as 
committee head days later.

September 2016
Several gang leaders at the 
country’s main prison tes-
tify at the House of Rep-
resentatives and repeat 
Duterte’s allegations that 
De Lima and her driver-
bodyguard engaged in 
drugs trafficking.

December 2016
The Senate drug war in-
quiry, now chaired by a 
Duterte ally, concludes the 
president and the state are 
not responsible for extraju-
dicial killings.

February 17, 2017
The justice department 
files drug trafficking 
charges against De Lima. 
Four days later she brands 
Duterte a “serial killer” and 
calls for people to show 
courage and oppose him.

February 24, 2017
De Lima is arrested./rga

From page 1

Who is the most likely 
candidate for President 
Duterte’s Prime Minister 
and successor under the 
parliamentary-federal gov-
ernment being hatched by 
his administration?

It is former Sen. Ferdinand 
“Bongbong” Marcos Jr., 
according to veteran jour-
nalist Raissa Robles.
   Speaking at a forum at 
the University of the Phil-
ippines School of Econom-
ics, Robles, a correspon-
dent for the South China 
Morning Post and author of 
the book “Marcos Martial 
Law: Never Again,” said 
the son of the late dictator 
Ferdinand Marcos was the 
likely choice of Duterte, a 
“Marcos loyalist and ad-
mirer of the strongman.”
   “Who do you think Du-
terte’s Prime Minister and 
successor is likely to be? 
Most probably Ferdinand 
‘Bongbong’ Marcos,” she 
said on Friday.
  Robles cited a remark 
made by Marcos during the 
vice presidential debate in 
April last year, in which he 
disclosed something that 
he said Duterte had told 
him.

“Mayor Digong said, if 
the problem of crime is 
not solved in three to six 
months, he will give the 
presidency to Bongbong. 
He didn’t say he will give 
it to Senator Alan (Cay-
etano),” Marcos said. Cay-

‘Bongbong likely pick for prime 
minister in Duterte’s federalism 
By DJ Yap

Veteran journalist draws parallels between Duterte, Ferdinand Marcos

etano was then Duterte’s 
running mate.
   Marcos, who lost to Vice 
President Leni Robredo but 
is contesting her electoral 
victory, was the running 
mate of the late Sen. Miriam 
Defensor-Santiago.
   Robles drew parallels be-
tween Duterte’s and Mar-
cos’ brand of leadership, 
noting how the President 
seemed keen to undermine 
the legacy of the 1987 Peo-
ple Power Revolution that 
toppled the Marcos dicta-
torship.
   “Why does the Duterte 
administration look at Edsa 
that way? Perhaps because 
Edsa is all about making ab-
horrent leaders accountable 
and booting them out if they 
abuse their power. Perhaps 
because President Duterte 
is a Marcos loyalist, and an 
admirer of the strongman,” 
she said.
   It seems the President’s 
dream is “to bring back var-
ious aspects of the Marcos 
rule,” she added.
   Under the planned parlia-

mentary-federal model that 
was presented recently to 
Congress leaders, the gov-
ernment would have a “dual 
executive,” Robles said, 
quoting University of Santo 
Tomas assistant professor 
Edmund Tayao.
   This means the President 
would be directly elected by 
the people for a five-year 
term and be able to run for 
reelection for another five-
year term.
   “At the same time, there 
would be a Prime Minister 
who is a member of Parlia-
ment who will serve as head 
of government. He will be 
elected by fellow members 
of Parliament. He will run 
the day-to-day operations of 
government,” Robles said.
   She said such a setup was 
a copy of the Marcos-Cesar 
Virata tandem, “where Mar-
cos was a strong president 
and Virata was the work-
horse Prime Minister who 
ran the government.”
   “Under such a setup, what 
you will have is a very strong 
President without checks 
and balances,” she said.
   Under the Duterte admin-
istration’s plan, there will be 
no Vice President, Robles 
said.

“Marcos was allergic to Vice 
Presidents, having quarreled 
with his Vice President, 
Fernando Lopez, whom he 
accused of plotting against 
him,” she said. “Sounds fa-
miliar?” 

“Bongbong” Marcos Jr.

Duterte admits hundreds killed while he was mayor
added. “I do not believe 
in favoritism. Whatever I 
give to other units, I also 
give to the rest.”
   
Earlier, retired policeman 
Arthur Lascañas accused 
Duterte of operating the so-
called Davao death squad 
and ordering the execution 
of criminals while he was 
still mayor of Davao City.
   Lascañas’ claim was a 
departure from his previ-
ous statement last October 
that the death squad did not 
exist.  
   Asked to react to the self-
confessed hit man’s deci-
sion to recant his previous 
statement, Duterte said: 
“Oh, well … There might 
be another one coming af-
ter recant of the recant. I’m 

sure.”
   “I did not deny that hun-
dreds of criminals died in 
Davao City. In my 23 years? 
Eh talagang naubos (They 
were really eliminated). 
But, you know, I’m an em-
ployee of the government, I 
built a city and I will build a 
nation,” he added.
   Asked if he knows Lasca-
ñas, Duterte replied: “Well, 
as a policeman, yes. I saw 
him once, twice a year.”
   Duterte said his directives 
to law enforcers as mayor of 
Davao City and as president 
did not change.
   “(My orders were) just the 
same. Do not destroy my 
country, do not deprive us 
of our young people. You 
will die. They’re the same 
orders that I’m giving here,” 

the President said.
Duterte lamented that some 
policemen pocketed the 
money given to them to buy 
illegal drugs for their sting 
operations.
   
“It so happened that, some 
policemen f****d up, be-
cause you know you have 
to give the police money, 
because if they go out and 
hunt for trafficking of drugs, 
there must be a selling and a 
buying, otherwise there is 
no trafficking,” he said.
   Malacañang has dismissed 
Lascañas’ statements as “vi-
cious politics,” orchestrated 
by sectors affected by re-
forms made by the Duterte 
administration.
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Congratulations to Executive Director, Nilda Valmores, in being awarded RAM | Russian Ameri-
can Media “Women Empowerment Recognition” Award! 

Thanks Mayor Daryl Steinberg for stopping by #MySistersCafe for our 
private event to thank our gracious donors. With Nilda Valmores, Jenny 
Vo, Erin Maurie, Rosie Paz Dauz and Jasmeen Kairam.

My Sister’s House is honored to have such an empowering person lead the way in empowering 
women while fighting to end domestic violence, sexual assault, and human trafficking. — with 
Rosie Paz Dauz, Darrel Woo, Nilda Valmores, Erin Maurie, Mark S. Allen, Yen Marshall and Jinky 
Hacinas Dolar.

My Sister’s House
NEW YORK  — Presi-
dent Donald Trump was on 
people’s minds — if not on 
everyone’s lips — at the Os-
cars on Sunday night.

He was the subject of a pro-
test non-appearance by an 
Academy Award-winning 
director, an oblique intro-
duction by last year’s sup-
porting actor winner and 
several of host Jimmy Kim-
mel’s jokes. But the presi-
dent’s name was kept out of 
most of references.
   Iranian filmmaker Asghar 
Farhadi, winner of the Oscar 
for best foreign film, boy-
cotted Sunday’s ceremony, 
citing Trump’s travel ban of 
several predominantly Mus-
lim countries, including his 
own. He sent Iranian astro-
naut Anousheh Ansari to 
read a statement for him.
   “Dividing the world into 
the ‘us and our enemies’ cat-
egories creates fear,” Ansari 
said, adding it’s “a deceitful 
justification for aggression 
and war.”
   All six directors nomi-
nated in the category issued 
a statement two days before 
the ceremony criticizing the 
“climate of fascism” in the 
U.S.
   Kimmel referred to Trump 
specifically in a joke that 
brought in the Academy 
Awards’ past controversy 
over a lack of diversity in 
nominees. “Remember last 
year when people were say-
ing the Oscars were racist?” 
he said.

Trump on the mind at the Oscars in jokes, protest
By David Bauder    He made an elaborate 

show of talking about the 
“overrated” Meryl Streep, 
who was given that tag by 
the president in a tweet af-
ter she criticized him in a 
speech at the Golden Globes 
last month. Kimmel joked 
about her dress, saying “by 
the way, is that an Ivanka?”
   And Kimmel also alluded 
to White House Press Sec-
retary Sean Spicer’s ban-
ning of some reporters from 
a briefing on Friday, saying 
that reporters from CNN, 
the New York Times, the 
Los Angeles Times and oth-
ers needed to leave.

“We have no tolerance for 
fake news,” he said.
   As he introduced the 
nominees for the best sup-
porting actress award, last 
year’s supporting actor win-
ner Mark Rylance said there 
should be an award for peo-
ple who can oppose things 
without hatred. Trump 
wasn’t named, but the con-
text seemed clear.
   Kimmel said about audi-
ence members, “some of you 
will get to come up on stage 
here and give a speech that 
the president of the United 
States will tweet about in all 
caps during his 5 a.m. bowel 
movement.”
   Marlon Brando’s decision 
to send American Indian 
Sacheen Littlefeather to ac-
cept his best actor award in 
1973 essentially began the 
modern marriage of Oscar 
and politics. But it was still 
so unusual that when docu-

mentary producer Bert Sch-
neider talked about the Viet-
nam War two years later, 
Frank Sinatra later read an 
apology on-air.
   Since then an Oscars po-
dium has been used several 
times for political causes: 
Vanessa Redgrave on be-
half of Palestinians in 1978, 
Michael Moore to denounce 
President George W. Bush 
in 2003, Sean Penn to boost 
gay marriage in 2009, Pa-
tricia Arquette to advocate 
for equal pay for women 
in 2015 and Leonardo Di-
Caprio to talk about climate 
change last year.
   If Trump is watching, only 
Twitter may tell. Asked last 
week whether the presi-
dent plans to tune in, White 
House Press Secretary Sean 
Spicer said he didn’t know. 
But since there’s a gover-
nor’s ball on Sunday, “I have 
a feeling that’s where the 
president and the first lady 
are going to be focused on 
on Sunday night,” he said.

Something that did draw 
Trump’s attention was the 
announcement that The 
New York Times would run 
an advertisement during the 
ceremony. The president 
tweeted Sunday that the 
Times was trying to “save 
its failing reputation.” He 
encouraged the Times to 
“try reporting accurately & 
fairly” in a tweet that had 
its own inaccuracy: it’s not 
the first time, as Trump had 
tweeted, that the Times has 
advertised its wares.
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The news that President 
Trump ordered an ag-
gressive crackdown on 
11 million undocument-
ed people sent a chill 
through immigrant com-
munities. California busi-
nesses that employ lots of 
immigrants are shivering 
too.
Two memos released by Home-
land Security Secretary John F. 
Kelly on Tuesday directed im-
migration officers to broaden 
the scope of their enforcement, 
conduct more raids of immigrant 
communities, and detain people 
living here illegally regardless of 
whether they had a criminal re-
cord. 
   Those marching orders could hit 
the California economy particu-
larly hard. Many of the industries 
that depend heavily on immi-
grants already were experiencing 
a labor shortage.
   Undocumented workers make 
up 10% of the labor force in Cali-
fornia, USC researchers have esti-
mated, and form a large chunk of 
the employment that drives mas-
sive industries such as agriculture 
and construction.
   Undocumented people account 
for 45% of agriculture employ-
ment in California and 21% of 
construction workers, according 
to the USC Center for the Study 
of Immigrant Integration. Small-
er but significant portions of the 
workforce in food service, manu-
facturing, hospitality and enter-
tainment are undocumented. 

California is particularly depen-
dent on immigrants and on un-
documented workers not only 
because of its southern border 
but also because the state is such 
an expensive place to live and do 
business in, economists say.
   “In the urban, rich economies 
of California, the high-end jobs 
are for U.S. born [workers] and 
the service, low-end jobs are for 
immigrants. Immigrants have ad-
justed to the high-cost environ-
ment, and that’s a way for them to 
absorb this cost,” said Giovanni 
Peri, an economist at UC Irvine.  
   Immigrants tend to live in tight 
quarters and move around a lot in 
order to cushion the blow of ex-
pensive real estate in California’s 
biggest cities, something that na-
tive-born Americans may be less 
willing to do, Peri said.

“Americans won’t live three peo-
ple to a room in San Diego,” Peri 
added.
   There are an estimated 2.7 mil-
lion undocumented immigrants 
living in the state, according to the 
Public Policy Institute of Califor-
nia. Kicking them all out would 
“decimate” California farms, 

Trump’s promise to ramp up deportations 
spreads fear — among California businesses

Hundreds of 
people have 
gathered in 
India for the 
funeral of a 
man killed in 
the US in a 
possible hate 
crime.
Grieving family 
and friends cried 
as the body of 
Srinivas Kuchib-
hotla was cre-
mated in the southern city of 
Hyderabad, where he was from.
   He and another Indian man 
were drinking in a bar in Kansas 
when they were shot by a man 
who reportedly yelled “get out of 
my country” as he fired at them.
   Authorities are investigating 
if the attack was racially moti-
vated.
   The man’s uncle, PL Naraya-
na, described his family’s agony 
upon learning about the violent 
attack.
   “It is so cruel. He was such a 
kind soul, very friendly.
   “He was so excited that he and 
his wife were going to start a 
family soon. Now this has hap-
pened,” Mr Narayana said.
   The body of Kuchibohotla, an 
engineer who worked for GPS-
maker Garmin in Kansas City, 
arrived in India on Monday.

His widow, Sunaina Dumala and 
his brother, Sai Kiran, who stud-
ied in the US, both returned to 
India for the funeral.
   Nearly 200 people came to the 
the cremation, which was also 
attended by Bandaru Dattatreya, 
the union minister of state for la-
bour.
   Hours after his arrival, his 
flower-laden body was carried 
from his family home in the 
state of Telangana to a cremato-
rium where he was burned on a 
wooden pyre, in accordance with 

Kuchibhotla’s mother hopes her other son, who studies 
in the US, will now return to India

Kansas shooting: Hundreds 
attend funeral in India

Hindu tradition.
   Kuchibhotla’s mother wailed as 
the body was taken for cremation.
   “I had asked him to return to 
India if he was feeling insecure 
there. But he used to say he was 
safe and secure,” she said through 
tears.
   “Now I want my younger son 
Sai Kiran and his family to come 
back for good. I will not allow 
them to go back.
   “My son had gone there in search 
of a better future. What crime did 
he commit?”
 
Kuchibhotla and his friend, Alok 
Madasani, were both shot at Aus-
tin’s Bar and Grill in Olathe, a 
Kansas City suburb, last Wednes-
day evening.
   Mr Madasani told the BBC that 
the gunman had demanded to 
know if they were in the country 
legally.

The suspected attacker, Adam 
Purinton, 51, was arraigned in 
court on Monday on charges 
of first-degree murder and two 
counts of attempted first-degree 
murder.
   He fled the scene after the shoot-
ing, and later told a bartender that 
he had “shot two Iranians”.
   The suspect, a US Navy veteran, 
is being held in the Johnson Coun-
ty Jail on a bond of $2m (£1.6m).
   His next court appearance is on 
9 March.

construction sites and hospitality 
businesses, Peri said. He estimat-
ed that could reduce California’s 
economic output by 9%. 
   Jesse Sandoval, a labor con-
tractor based in Stockton who 
supplies nearly 500 workers to 
farmers in the Central Valley, said 
Trump’s policies are already put-
ting growers on edge. California 
growers have been dealing with a 
persistent lack of qualified labor-
ers for years, he said, partly be-
cause of President Obama’s tough 
immigration policies and the re-
cession of 2008, which appears to 
have prompted a wave of Mexi-
cans to return home for good.
   There’s also a dwindling sup-
ply of field hands in Mexico. The 
birth rate has dropped to just over 
two children per mother — about 
the same rate as in the U.S., and 
about a third of Mexico’s rate in 
1970. A recent study found that 
the country produced 150,000 
fewer farmworkers every year 
from 1980 through 2010.  
   “We aren’t getting the influx of 
people like we have in the past. 
Now, on top of that, it’s going to 
get even smaller,” Sandoval said.
   Sandoval, who insisted that all of 
his employees have shown proper 
documentation, said agriculture 
workers are generally terrified 
about Trump’s new approach.
   “People won’t even go out. 
They want to work and get back 
and stay home. People are afraid 
to be out in the streets,” Sandoval 
said. “One day into this and they 
are already changing their lives.”
People are afraid to be out in the 
streets. One day into this and they 
are already changing their lives.” 
— Jesse Sandoval, Stockton-
based labor contractor
   There’s also a lot of confusion 
among immigrants, Sandoval 
said. People have begun to as-
sume that any police checkpoint 
is a Customs and Border Protec-
tion checkpoint designed to de-
tain undocumented workers. Oth-
ers have begun carrying around 
their tax documents to “prove that 
they are working and being pro-
ductive,” Sandoval said.
   Under federal law, employers are 
required to ask people they have 
hired to present identification that 
shows they are authorized to work 
in the United States, including a 
passport, green card or Social Se-
curity card. After that identifica-
tion is presented, the employer 
only has to verify to the federal 
government that they believe the 
documents are legitimate.
   “If it’s a really good fake green 
card, it’s a really good fake green 
card,” said Richard Green, a 
partner at Carothers DiSante & 
Freudenberger in Orange County. 
“Employers aren’t immigration 
officers.”
   Sandoval, the contractor, pre-
dicted that growers are going to 
face an even tighter labor market 

because some immigrant workers 
will voluntarily head for home.
   “People just aren’t going to want 
to deal with it, and are going to 
want to go back to Mexico,” he 
said.
   Restaurants in Southern Califor-
nia also are grappling with a labor 
shortage, and owners say the new 
immigration policies may make 
things even tighter.
   George Abou-Daoud, who owns 
seven restaurants in Los Angeles, 
including Farida and Bowery Bun-
galow, said that about every month 
since the start of 2016 one of his 
line cooks has gotten a new job of-
fer. He has had to either raise their 
pay to keep them or scramble to 
find a replacement, he said.
   That’s good for the chefs of Los 
Angeles, but it is putting a lot of 
pressure on their bosses.
   “There is a massive shortage of 
talent from immigrant communi-
ties in the Los Angeles restaurant 
industry,” he said. “People are 
competing…. Ask anyone in Los 
Angeles, and they will tell you 
it’s more difficult to find a good 
cook.”
   The restaurant industry depends 
on Latino workers to fill open po-
sitions, and the new deportation 
rules could make it “more chal-
lenging” to find qualified em-
ployees, said Selwyn Yosslowitz, 
co-founder of Marmalade Café, 
which operates seven restaurants 
in the Southland and an outlet at 
LAX.
   “We rely on the Hispanic employ-
ment force, and we are definitely a 
huge employer,” Yosslowitz said. 
The rules have “created a sense of 
fear in the economy, which is not 
really healthy.”
   Madelyn Alfano, president of 
Maria’s Italian Kitchen, which 
operates nine restaurants and 
employs 400 workers, said anxi-
ety about deportation had spread 
throughout her workforce.
   Alfano, who emphasized that she 
hired documented workers, said 
her employees still worry about 
family members who are in the 
country illegally.
   People wonder “‘what’s going 
to happen if my wife or my child 
or someone else in my family is 
taken away?’” Alfano said.
   Alfano supports a road to legal-
ization for immigrants already in 
the country, including a route for 
people to get work visas. She said 
she helped many of her workers 
obtain proper documents during 
the 1980s, after President Reagan 
passed a sweeping immigration 
reform bill that made immigrants 
who came to the U.S. before 1982 
eligible for amnesty.
   “The system should allow for 
people to get documented and 
document everyone in their family 
so that they can continue to live 
and work legitimately,” she said.
-Natalie Kitroeff
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It is said that when the 
bully in the neigh-
borhood is harassing 

you, you seek the aid of a 
bigger bully.  And that’s 
precisely what Japan did 
who is being harassed by 
China over the Senkaku 
Islands, an unpopulated 
group of islets in the East 
China Sea.  Both coun-
tries claim ownership of 
the Senkakus but Japan 
has administrative control 
over them. 
In November 2013, China de-
clared an Air Defense Identifica-
tion zone (ADIZ) covering most 
of the East China Sea, which 
restricts air traffic over the area.  
Japan refused to recognize the 
ADIZ and continued to fly over 
the islands.  With Chinese war-
ships sailing around and aircraft 
flying by the islands, Japan was 
constantly on guard, scrambling 
her fighter jets each time Chinese 
aircraft approach the islands.
   In April 2015, the 
U.S. and Japan finalized 
a new set of defense 
guidelines for bilateral 
defense cooperation 
and envisioning a more 
global role for their al-
liance.  As reported in 
the Defense News, “The 
new guidelines take into 
consideration Japan’s re-
vised defense posture, 
including the Abe government’s 
decision to reinterpret a constitu-
tional provision to allow for Japa-
nese participation in collective 
self-defense.”  “The changes re-
flect Japan’s worries over China’s 
rise and enduring concerns over 
North Korea’s nuclear program,” 
the report said.

Security partnership
Recently, the U.S. and Japan have 
increased the amount of real-

US-Japan powerhouse in the Pacific

world operations 
conducted together 
to further strength-
en their partner-
ship.  This includes 
developing an inte-
grated air and mis-
sile defense net-
work to deal with 
the growing threat 
of hostile ballistic 
missile activity in 
the region.  
   As the two nations conduct joint 
operations more frequently, China 
is put on notice that a newly re-
vised U.S.-Japan defense pact is 
ready to face China if China at-
tempts to change the status quo in 
the East and South China Seas. 
   But as both the U.S. and Japan 
know it, China’s ultimate goal is 
to break out into the Western Pa-
cific by way of the Miyako Strait 
(between Japan and Taiwan) or 
Bashi Channel (between Taiwan 
and Batanes island).  These two 
waterways are the weakest points 
in the First Island Chain that links 
Japan, Taiwan, the Philippines, 
Borneo, Malaysia, and Vietnam.  
If China penetrates these water-
ways, she’d be able to project 
naval power in the Western Pa-

cific.  However, without a forward 
operating base in the Philippine 
Sea, China would have difficulty 
in providing logistical support to 
maintain permanent presence in 
the Western Pacific.  
   But once China breaks out into 
the Philippine Sea, she would be 
able to deploy her growing fleet of 
ballistic missile submarines within 
striking distance of American ter-
ritory, including the full length of 
the U.S. West Coast, from Alaska 
down to California.  The specter of 

Chinese missiles raining down on 
the West Coast is making Ameri-
ca’s defense planners nervous.

Interceptors
Right now, the only defense the 
U.S. has against missile attacks 
on the West Coast is the Ground-
Based Midcourse Defense 
(GMD).  It is a major component 
of America’s missile defense 
strategy to counter incoming bal-
listic missiles.  Known as “inter-
ceptors,” 40 of these missiles are 
based at Fort Greely, Alaska and 
another four at Vandenberg Air 
Force Base, California. 
   Formidable as it might seem, the 
GMD is the “last line” of defense 
to protect America from missile 
attacks.  However, any defense 
planner would conclude that this 
“last line” of defense should never 
come to use; the incoming enemy 
missiles should be stopped at the 
First Island Chain, which is much 
closer to China.   And this is where 
the Terminal High Altitude Area 
Defense (THAAD) system comes 
into play.  THAAD provides the 
critical capability to defend 
against short and medium 
ranged ballistic missiles.  In 
other words, THAAD could 
defend America and her Asia-
Pacific allies by installing it 
as close as possible to poten-
tial adversaries, particularly 
China and North Korea. 
   With THAAD already in-
stalled and operational in 
Guam, it would soon be in-
stalled in South Korea before 
the end of 2017.  Japan is 
also considering purchasing 
THAAD and so does Taiwan.  For 
this reason, China is building bal-
listic missile submarines round 
the clock.  She’s also building two 
or more aircraft carriers in addi-
tion to the one that is already de-
ployed to the East China Sea. 
   With the ultimate goal of pro-
jecting blue water naval power 
in the Western Pacific, China’s 
problem is how to provide logis-
tical support to her naval assets.  
Wouldn’t it be ideal for China to 
take control of the undefended 
Bashi Channel and establish lo-
gistical support bases on the west 

side of Lu-
zon facing 
the Philip-
pine Sea? 

Flirting with 
China
Indeed, the 
p r o s p e c t 
of having 
Chinese na-
val bases 

in western Luzon must be in the 
Chinese military planners’ minds.  
And this begs the question:  What 
does it take for China to bring the 
Philippines to her side?  Sad to 
say, with the current President Ro-
drigo Duterte flirting with China 
and threatening to terminate the 
Philippines’ defense agreements 
with the U.S., China might not 
even have to fire a shot to turn the 
country into a vassal state… or 
territory.
   Just a few weeks ago, Duterte 
threatened to declare martial law 
and form a revolutionary govern-
ment, presumably with the aid of 
the local communist movement 
that includes the Communist Party 
of the Philippines (CPP), National 
Democratic Front (NDF), and 
New People’s Army (NPA). 

Abe-Duterte understanding
But something happened that 
changed the dynamics. Last Janu-
ary 12-13, Japanese Prime Minis-
ter Shinzo Abe visited the Philip-
pines at a time when Duterte was 
contemplating an alliance with 

China and Russia.  But Abe’s visit 
changed all that.  The two lead-
ers signed various memoranda 
of agreement on economic and 
defense assistance including agri-
culture, transportation, small and 
medium enterprise, infrastruc-
ture, counter-terrorism, drug-re-
habilitation projects, and security 
cooperation.  Abe also promised 
to give the Philippines $8.66 bil-
lion (1 trillion yen) in aid, which 
would be spread over five years.  
However, Abe emphasized the 
significance of enhancing coop-
eration between Japan, the U.S., 

and the Philippines.  Duterte then 
acknowledged the importance of 
the Philippines’ alliance with the 
U.S. He also assured Abe that he 
did not enter into a military alli-
ance with China and that he would 
insist on the rule of law in the 
South China Sea.  Abe agreed that 
the role of the U.S. remains vital 
for stability in the region and that 
the territorial disputes in the South 
China Sea should be resolved un-
der the rule of law.
   Recently, newly inaugurated 
U.S. President Donald Trump said 
“it might not be such a bad thing 
if South Korea and Japan were to 
develop their own nuclear weap-

ons in self-defense.”  Japan might 
just take on Trump’s suggestion.  
After all, she has the capability to 
produce nuclear weapons on her 
own.
   In an editorial I wrote on Janu-
ary12, 2016, I said: “What is in-
teresting to note is that Japan, who 
doesn’t possess nuclear weapons 
at this time, could produce them 
if she wanted to. She has 47 met-
ric tons of weapons-usable pluto-
nium, which is enough to make 
nearly 6,000 warheads like the 
one the U.S. dropped on Naga-
saki. This huge cache was the 
by-product from reprocessing of 
spent uranium and plutonium used 
in Japan’s nuclear plants, which 
makes one wonder: Would Japan 
make nuclear warheads and use 
them if she were threatened with 
nuclear extinction by North Korea 
[or China]?”  

In the final analysis, what we’re 
seeing today is a seamless fusion 
of the most potent security partner-
ship between the U.S. and Japan.  
Seeing the two former World War 
II enemies forge a unified force to 
maintain the status quo in the re-
gion goes far beyond the wildest 
expectations of the geopolitical 
crystal-ballers.  Yes, the U.S. and 
Japan will be the powerhouse in 
the Pacific for years to come.
(PerryDiaz@gmail.com)

U.S. and Japanese troops march together.

President Rodrigo Duterte meets Chi-
nese President Xi Jinping in Beijing 
during Duterte’s state visit.

Duterte meets Japanese Prime Minister 
Shinzo Abe during Abe’s state visit to the 
Philippines.

Japanese Prime Minister Shinzo Abe and U.S. President Donald Trump
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Opposition 
forces led 
by former 

President Beni-
gno Aquino III and 
Vice President Leni 
Robredo gathered 
on Saturday at the 
site of the historic 
1986 Edsa People 
Power Revolution in 
a show of resistance 
against the Duterte 
administration over 
what they described 
as threats to democ-
racy, among them 
the brutal war on 
drugs and the Friday 
arrest of staunch Du-
terte critic Sen. Leila 
de Lima.
Although he did not address 
the crowd, Aquino said the 
Edsa celebration this year 
should go beyond “mere 
remembrance.”
   “Perhaps this is a remind-
er to all of us that the fight 
is not over,” Aquino said, 
adding that “those who for-
get the past are doomed to 
repeat it.”
   Robredo, who also did not 
address the crowd, said in 
an interview that celebrat-
ing the Edsa event should 
remind the people of the 
power they wield.
   “We should not forget that 
power is with the people. 
Whatever we want to fight 
for, we can do it if we stand 
united,” she said.

Solidarity
Wearing black to show soli-
darity with some 6,000 pro-
testors at the People Power 

Protest rallies mark Edsa celebration
Show of resistance against threats to democracy, among them the brutal war on drugs and the arrest of staunch Duterte critic Sen. Leila de Lima

By DJ Yap, Jaymee T. Gamil, Jhesset O. Enano 

Monument in Quezon City, 
Aquino also rejected alle-
gations by Duterte spokes-
persons that supporters of 
the previous administration 
were part of destabilization 
moves.
   “How can we be causing 
destabilization when we are 
actually offering to help?” 
Aquino asked.
But the former President 
denounced the govern-
ment’s shabby treatment of 
De Lima, a staunch critic 
of the drug war, who was 
arrested on Friday on drug 
charges based on testimo-
nies by drug convicts.
   De Lima, Aquino’s for-
mer justice secretary, said 
the arrest was an act of “po-
litical persecution” and re-
venge for her decade-long 
efforts to expose Mr. Du-
terte as head of the Davao 
Death Squad during his 
term as city mayor.
   On Saturday morning, 
some 1,000 demonstrators 
trooped to Camp Aguinaldo 
to warn that the  crackdown 
on drugs could foreshadow 
a repeat of the Marcos dic-
tatorship that was toppled in 
a bloodless “people power” 
revolt 31 years ago.
   “We are taking the matter 
seriously. We are warning 
our people about the threat 
of rising fascism,” said pro-
test leader Bonifacio Ilagan 
of the Campaign Against 
the Return of the Marcoses 
in Malacañang.
   Ilagan, a playwright who 
was tortured for over two 
years in a police prison un-
der Marcos’ martial rule in 
the 1970s, cited the “culture 
of impunity” arising from 
the extrajudicial killings 
because of Mr. Duterte’s 
total war on drugs.
   Mr. Duterte, 71, won 

the presidential election 
last year on the campaign 
promise to eradicate ille-
gal drugs by killing tens of 
thousands of people.  Some 
7,000 drug suspects have 
been killed in police opera-
tions and under murky cir-
cumstances, sources said.
   Across the city on Sat-
urday, hundreds of Duterte 
supporters began gathering 
at Rizal Park in Manila for 
a planned overnight vigil to 
demonstrate public back-
ing for the President’s drug 
crackdown.
   One of the banners at the 
site identified its owners 
as “Friends of Bongbong 
Marcos,” the dictator’s son 
and namesake whom Mr. 
Duterte had introduced as 
“possibly the country’s 
next Vice President” during 
his China visit last year.
   The younger Marcos had 
lodged an election protest 
against Robredo, claiming 
fraud in the computerized 
vote.
Genuine change
Thousands of left-wing ac-
tivists meanwhile marched 
on the main highway in 
Manila to demand “genuine 
change” promised by the 
President, calling for the 

resumption of peace talks 
with Maoist-led rebels and 
release of more than 400 
political prisoners.
   Former President Fidel 
Ramos and former Sen. 
Juan Ponce Enrile, hailed 
as the heroes of the 1986 
revolution, attended a Mass 
at the main army base in 
Manila to mark the anni-
versary, which Mr. Duterte 
skipped.
   Earlier on Saturday, riot 
police had hosed down a 
group of at least 100 people 
protesting the drug killings 
at the US Embassy in Ma-
nila, though no one was se-
riously injured.
   At  La Salle Green Hills 
chapel in Mandaluyong 
City on Saturday after-
noon, an ecumenical Mass 
on Saturday to mark the 
Edsa revolution’s 31st year 
ended with the “Oratio Im-
perata” (obligatory prayer) 
to end extrajudicial kill-
ings.  The prayer is usually 
invoked for calamities.
   The Mass, celebrated by 
Fr. Jose Ramon Villarin, 
was attended by the laity 
and members of civil soci-
ety groups who later pro-
ceeded to the People Power 
Monument.
   “Let us express our op-
position against violent 

ways which do not recog-
nize our human rights. At 
every turn, let us protest all 
forms of authoritarianism. 
Let us make a stand for the 
return of people power, of 
our faith in our ability to 
change and better our coun-
try through peaceful and 
humane means,” the De La 
Salle Philippines president, 
Brother Jose Mari Jimenez, 
said during the homily.

Blues, greens, yellows
A group of nuns led by Sr. 
Regina Kuizon of the As-
sociation of Major Reli-
gious Superiors of Women 
in the Philippines also read 
a statement calling for po-
litical unity: “Today, there 
are blues, there are greens, 
there are yellows, and God 
gave us a multitude of col-
ors to celebrate … a God 
who tells us to love your 
enemies and pray for those 
who persecute you.”
   Several opposition politi-
cal figures affiliated with 
the Liberal Party also at-
tended the Mass, among 
them Robredo and Senators 
Bam Aquino, Franklin Dri-
lon, Francis Pangilinan and 
Risa Hontiveros.

Civic ignorance
Meanwhile on Friday, con-
stitutional expert Christian 
Monsod warned students 
at a forum at the University 
of the Philippines School of 
Economics against “civic 
ignorance” that breeds ty-
rants.
   “[If] we do not do any-
thing about it and prefer to 
live with our frustrations 
about who is accountable 
for things that go wrong, 
someone will eventually 
come and say, ‘I will solve 
all your problems if you 
give me total power,’” the 
former Commission on 
Elections chair said.
   “And we will give it to 

him. That’s when democ-
racy dies,” Monsod said, 
paraphrasing the words of 
former US Supreme Court 
Justice David Souter five 
years before US President 
Donald Trump and Mr. Du-
terte came into power.
   “We are told by the pres-
ent government that the 
problem of our country is 
imperial Manila, hence the 
need to shift to federalism,” 
he added
   But Monsod acknowl-
edged: “I submit that we 
have failed in development 
not because of the Consti-
tution, but because we have 
not fully implemented it, 
especially its provisions on 
social justice and on local 
autonomy. The Constitu-
tion is not the problem, it is 
part of the solution.”
   Monsod described Mr. 
Duterte as an enigma be-
cause of “inconsistent mes-
sages and behavior, lan-
guage that the civil society 
does not accept, inability to 
dialogue because he is not a 
good listener and muddled 
governance because of ad 
hoc or case-to-case deci-
sions.”
   Even so, he said he was 
convinced that the Presi-
dent’s heart “is with the 
poor.”
“His propoor agenda is 
correct, but the means he 
wants to use are wrong,”  
Monsod said, referring to 
drug-related killings.
   For all the promise of a 
new social order that the 
1986 Edsa revolution rep-
resented, Monsod said it 
ended in failure.  “[As] we 
went our separate ways with 
our separate causes, we lost 
something of the dream of a 
nation and the significance 
of interconnected lives,” he 
said.
   “You may ask—have we 
failed Edsa? My answer is 
yes,” Monsod said.

March 11, 2017
5:00 - 11:00    Semi Formal

$25 Donation

Spring Fling
Dinner & Dance

If interested, please contact 
Call 916.606.7179 / 916.612.4246

Jose Rizal Community Center
7320 Florin Mall Road

Sacramento, CA 95828

Music By
 D’Zound Conneczion 3.0

To benefit “The Project”
A Sacramento County Youth Dance Company

Special Participation by 
“The Project”
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Philippine
Consulate On Wheels

(Consular Outreach)

*Passport Application and Renewal
*Dual Citizenship
*Legal Documentations - SPAs, Affidavits, 
  Civil Registry, Reports of Births & Marriages, etc.

March 18, 2017, Saturday
9:00 am to 4:00 pm

Filipino American Veterans Hall
8831 Gerber Road, Sacramento, CA 95828

Strictly an appointment only
To set an appointment contact

Dr. Antonio Solomon at 916.682.3382
remidi50@aol.com

Sponsored by
Bayanihan Club of Sacramento, USA
American Legion Magellan Post 604

Filipino Community of Sacramento & Vicinity
United Naguilian, La Union Circle of America, Inc.

Cabalen Club Sacramento
Maharlika Lions Club

PF News (Philippine Fiesta)

Lesbian, Gay, Bisexual, 
Trans, Queer, Intersex and 
Asexual (LGBTQIA) -iden-

tified Filipinx[1] Americans and 
their allies gathered for a discus-
sion hosted by the Asian Pacific 
Islander Queer Sacramento Co-
alition (APIQSC) on February 
19, held at 916 Ink’s Imaginar-
ium in South City Farms.  The 
event was designated as a safe 
space, which allowed for those 
who don’t normally feel safe to 
talk about their experiences and 
identities in the outside world to 
know that what they said would 
be held in confidence by the at-
tendees.  
Nikki Abeleda, one of the event’s organiz-
ers and a local of Sacramento County, felt 
that it was crucial to provide a space for 
queer and trans Filipinxs in the area. “The 
event was important because it was an 
initial step into providing a safe space in 
uplifting the identities of the Filipinx LG-
BTQIA community in Sacramento,” said 
Abeleda. “Growing up in Sacramento, as 
a Queer Filipinx, I had no resources to turn 
to and it was difficult to express my identi-
ty. This is where my vision for the Filipinx 
LGBTQIA group for the Sacramento Com-
munity stemmed from.” After partaking in 
potluck items brought by attendees and 
introductions, Abeleda and others shared 
their stories of isolation, struggle and per-
severance.  Attendees commented on how 
the environment made it comfortable for 
them to talk about issues of being queer or 
trans in the Filipinx community.

While the discussion rightfully elevated 
the voices of queer and trans Filipinx peo-
ple, straight and non-Filipinx allies also 
spoke in a show of support and solidar-
ity.  Two allies explained how generational 
and cultural differences with family elders 

Community members gather 
for LGBTQIA discussion

By Daniel Domaguin

showed that identifying as queer or trans is 
still seen as negative among many mem-
bers of the Filipinx community.  Continued 
discussion noted that traditionally, identi-
ties that would now be considered part of 
the LGBTQIA umbrella were considered 
venerated and revered before the arrival of 
the Spanish to the archipelago.

APIQSC, the main organizers of the event, 
have been supporting the visibility and 

growth of queer and trans people in the vast 
“Asian/Pacific Islander” communities, in-
cluding the Sacramento Hmong LGBTQIA 
organization, which served as an inspira-
tion for the organizers of the Filipinx event.  
Other sponsors included Barkada Sacra-
mento, Philippine National Day Associa-
tion, APINxt, PF News and the APIs Rise 
Fund.

The organizers hope that the conversation 
will serve as momentum to continue a safe 
space for LGBTQIA-identified community 
members.  “I am so glad that I connected 
with APIQSC because they strengthened 
the courage and passion I had to advocate 
for [the community],” said Abeleda. “This 
event started off with my vision that did 
not seem attainable, but it is because of 
APIQSC that it is coming to life. Without 
the support of APIQSC, none of this would 
be possible.”

Nikki Abeleda

PF News
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Promising entrepre-
neurs, Dane San Pedro 
and Amanda Newsum, 

hosted an elegant soiree at-
tended by supportive friends 
to celebrate the opening of 
their very own Rize All Arts 
Center (dance and arts).  The 
linen covered tables and 
chairs, ceiling adorned with 
beautiful sheer fabrics in 
red, mirrors lining the wall, 
and flooring befitting its pur-
pose caught the theme of the 
evening—the celebration of 
dance.

To start the festivities, a dance in-
structor named Josh invited the 
guests to stand up and join him for a 
sampling of ballroom dance moves.  
Happy to oblige, a majority rose to the 
occasion.  The tall and upright Josh 
immediately earned the confidence of 
the ballroom enthusiasts.  His courtly 
manners gained him the undivided 
attention of dance followers.  The fol-
lowers enjoyed the entertaining man-
ner Josh led the group to introductory 
steps of waltz, rumba, salsa, swing, 

Rize All’s Inaugural Ball
By Dale Esperante

and other dance genres.      
   For dinner, guests enjoyed a deli-
cious serving of salad and lasagna 
dinner prepared by a former Mikuni-
class chef, Ryan Rivac, and as as-
sisted by Irene Rosales.  Dane San Pe-
dro took this time to welcome all and 

introduced Amanda Newsum and the 
instructors of Rize All.  When someone 
asked about the arts center’s many 
programs, Dane gladly shared the 
availability of various dance and art 
programs.  He also invited all to follow 
Rize All’s website online.  

   More dancing followed dinner with 
Josh leading again.  Couples soon 
enthusiastically exhibited their best 
ballroom dance moves interposed 
with some line dancing enjoyed fully 
by everyone.  Rize All’s smooth new 
flooring is indeed made for dancing.      

   The studio is located at 2745 Elk 
Grove Blvd #270, Elk Grove, CA, in an 
eclectic business zone.  Anyone wish-
ing to “Rize & Dance,” either visit the 
Rize All Arts Center or check out their 
website online.  Rize All is a nonprofit 
organization. 
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Most of us 
have wit-
nessed or 

even attended many 
memorable events in 
our lifetime such as 
customary Filipino 
tradition like mar-
riage, baptismal and 
birthday celebrations. 
However, among 
such events, there 
is always one cel-
ebration that always 
linger in our memory, 
because the occasion 
has been celebrated 
so remarkably excep-
tional that it can stand 
and endure the test of 
time.
 
The almost 200 invited 
guests, closest of friends and 
relatives of Edna Villanueva 
who celebrated her 60th-
birthday on February 5, 2017 
at the Grand Ballroom of the 
Double Tree Hotel by Hilton 
on Arden Way, Sacramento 
will agree without any iota 
of doubt and mental reser-
vation that the occasion was 
so magnificently celebrated 
and, indeed, a night that will 
always be remembered for 
those who have attended.
    The birthday celebration of Edna Vil-
lanueva was transformed into a masquerade 
ball, a form of costumed festivity which 
was popularized in Europe in the early 13th 
century to celebrate important events for 
the elite and royal families.
    As expected, most of those who attended 
the celebration brought their own masks or 
provided by the celebrant at the entrance 
of the Ballroom where they were allowed 
to choose the color and design of the mask 
that fits their personal taste.
 
The Grand Ballroom of the hotel was ma-
jestically and luxurious decorated with mul-
ticolored sequences of reflecting miniature 
beads placed as a back and front drops of 
the presidential table where the family and 
relatives of the celebrant were seated.
    Few feet from the main entrance of the 
Ballroom at the right side wall was a hand-
made illuminating red and silver cascading 
like curtain with oversized mask where the 
celebrant will stand with her guests for pic-
ture taking. All the tables and chairs were 
covered with colorful gold and black linen 
cloth and as a center piece for each table is 
an elongated crystal vase containing artisti-
cally crafted paper like multicolored flow-
ers. Well placed spotlights and a revolving 
crystal ball emitting colorful lights added to 
the fabulous setting.
   When the ballroom was filled up to ca-
pacity, Estela Rabara acting as the Emcee 
of the evening announced the arrival of 

Edna Fabriga Villanueva
Glorious Birthday Celebration

By Faina E. Abaya

the celebrant who was imme-
diately greeted with sustain-
ing enthusiastic applause as 
everyone stood up. Undoubt-
edly, Edna Villanueva, has 
the innate strong personality 
projecting the image of grace 
and elegance as she walked 
around escorted by her son Michael to greet 
her admiring guests. Indeed, the celebrant, 
so stunningly beautiful as she exudes con-
fidence on herself with her silver queenly 
crown and matching earrings to comple-
ment her red floor length evening gown 
with intricate well designed sparkling up-
per part.
   
At this juncture, community leader Anne 
Viernes delivered the invocation implor-
ing the blessings of the Devine Providence 
for the well beings of all the attendees as 
she wishes the celebrant a happy and more 
birthdays to come.
   Just immediately after a sumptuous din-
ner, the enthusiasm and celebratory spirit of 
everyone heightened as the blare of music 
both the old classic and the new craze were 
played by DJ Rolly Wagas showcasing the 
gracefulness and virtuosity in dance of the 
diversified visitors of the celebrant. Favor-
ite group dancing such as line and circle 
dances were joyfully performed by both the 
young and those gracefully aging.
 
In between of continues dancing, enter-
tainments were also performed by the D’ 
Dream Girls with their colorful outfit and 

well-choreographed dance number which 
received thunderous applause especially 
when the celebrant joined them in their 
graceful movements. And to the tune of 
“Girls on fire” Estela Rabara, Fe Alvarez 
and Janet Tabora regaled their audience 
with their colorful attire and synchronized 
dancing while the celebrant wearing beau-
tiful blue evening gown was seated in the 
middle isle of the ballroom.
     A dancing group dubbed as 30 roses 
which was participated in by the celebrant 
with 30 gentlemen holding freshly cut roses 
composed of community leaders, clos-
est friends, relatives and the celebrant son 
alternately danced with her to the tune of 
such classical songs as “Tennessee Waltz” 
and “Close to You”. Indeed, such number 
received deafening applause with their el-
egant movements as the celebrant danced 
with them gracefully receiving each flower 
one at a time. Accordingly, the entertain-
ment part of the gathering was well man-
aged by Fe Alvarez, the best friend of the 
celebrant.
   The 30 Roses dancers were: Michael 
Villanueva, Kelly Acacio, Mikee Gumas-
ing, Austin Acacio, Ivan Nguyen, Ryan 
Pa’u, Fred Favis, Dr. Tony Solomon, Dale 

Esperante, Eddie 
Aducayen, Segundo 
Azurin, Alex Avera, 
Gary Perry, Dave Pe-
vny, Edgar Almazan, 
Frank Reyes, Curtis 
Morelli, Eric Averia, 
Benjie Dario, Bebot 
de Vera, Ray Padlan, 
Dick Mason, Pete de 
la Cruz, Fernando 
Rigonan, Maxi Tavo-
ra, Jeff Alvarez, Car-
los Cordero, Bong 
Palomares, Dave 
Soriano and Melchor 
Munar.
    Other dances pre-
sented were the “Bai-
lando Sway dance” 
performed by Edna 
Villanueva, Alvin, 
Fe, Janet, Estela, 
Marinelli, Marian and 
Annabel followed by 
a special number per-
formed by the “Kapit-
bahay Dancers”, both 
performances capti-
vated the admiration 

of the audience receiving several 
applauses.
 
As the finale of the dance number 
participated in by the celebrant 
was the presentation of the Cotil-
lion by six well-dressed couples 
symbolizing the 60 happy years 
of Edna Villanueva’s life. Inci-
dentally, the cotillion dance has 
originated in France as a country 
dance and its popularity spread 
in Europe which was later on in-
troduced in America. However, 
this dance evolved in the passing 
of years and this can be danced 
from two couples to as many 
numbers depending on the oc-
casion being celebrated. And to 

the tune of “Can I have this Dance” all the 
dancers dazzled their audience with their 
elegant and graceful movements especial-
ly the celebrant who was wearing a white 
knee length dress simply mesmerized them 
all enhancing her beauty and charm. The 
cotillion dancers were Edna Villanueva and 
Alvin Sisayan, Janet and Maxi Tavora, Fe 
and Jeff Alvarez, Estela Rabara and Car-
los Cordero, Betty and Fernando Rigonan, 
Marian Kronemeyer and Dick Mason, Glo-
ria and Ray Padlan, Annabelle Pimentel 
and Marinell Carrido Soriano. The cotillion 
dance was credited to Alvin Sisayan who 
choreographed the dance.
    No one can dispute that the 60th birthday 
celebration of Edna Villanueva is a night to 
be always lingered in the memory of those 
who attended the gathering and it will take 
many other celebrations of the same kind to 
top it, if ever. Music and dancing continued 
without let out until closing time.
 
Edna F. Villanueva was born and raised 
in Manila by her late parents Alfredo and 
Amparo Villanueva. She spent her happy 
young life with her loving parents and two 
siblings, an older sister Tessie is now the 

Edna Fabriga Villanueva
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chief nurse at the 
Ilocos Sur Provin-
cial Hospital and 
youngest brother 
Gil is a retired US 
Navy who lives in 
San Diego, Cali-
fornia. She earned 
her Bachelor of 
Science degree in 
Psychology at the 
Far Eastern Uni-
versity, Manila, 
Philippines.
    
She is happily 
married to Stanley 
Villanueva, Jr. for 
39 years and 
the marriage 
is blessed with 
three children, 
Sherwin, Mi-
chael and Elo-
ise. Sherwin 
is married to 
Marilyn Cruz 
and have four 
kids (Garin, 
Gabriel, Gian 
and Gianah) 
and Michael 
is married 
to Bernalyn 
Reyes with two kids (Lulu and Hannah). 
The youngest Eloise is a graduate at Sacra-
mento State University with the degree of 
BS Psychology.
    The celebrant is also active and outstand-
ing in community activities, especially, to 
raise funds for the betterment of the Fili-
pino American community in Sacramento 
and beyond. She won the Mrs. Philippines 
contest of the Filipino Community of Sac-
ramento and Vicinity in 2010 and also Mrs. 
Valentine Day which contributed good 
causes for the community. 
 
Edna Villanueva expressed her profound 

Edna Fabriga Villanueva
Glorious Birthday Celebration

gratitude to all 
who attended 
and greeted her 
on her birthday 
especially for-
mer classmates 
at Ilocos Sur 
National High School Class 73 who came 
all the way from different places to enjoy 
the night with her, namely; Eric and Chita 
Averin, Ray and Gloria Padlan, Bebot de 
Vera, Teresa Racadio, Benjie Dario and 
Rollie and Marissa Light.

 
 

UPAASV- Valentine Celebration at Fats Asian Bistro & Dimsum Bar on Feb. 18, 2017

Mercedes Rodrigo Descargar birthday on February 28, 2017 with grandchildren.

UPAASV

Birthday
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Calendar of
Events

Birthdays

Having a Special Celebration 
or a Company Party?

Call 916-690-4513

Heavenly Food Creations
 “A Full Catering Service”

 heavenlyfoodcreations1@hotmail.com

Rhuena Buentipo
Owner/Operator

License No. 12-00010606

MARCH 4, 2017 (SATURDAY)
Rize All Grand Opening
10:30 am
2745 Elk Grove Blvd. Ste. #270
Elk Grove, CA 95758
916.538.3255
Dance@RizeAll.com
www.RizeAll.com

March 18, 2017 (SATURDAY)
TUNOG KALYE
Dekada ‘90 Concert
granite Spring Church
1170 E. Joyner Pkwy., Lincoln CA
Call/Text 916.468.2552 for tickets
Gen Adm - $25
After Party - $35

March 18, 2017 (SATURDAY)
COW - Consulate on Wheels
9:00am to 4:00pm
Filipino American Veterans Hall
8831 Gerber Rd. Sacramento, CA
Appointment only
916.682.3382
remidi50@aol.com

JOHN and AUDREY ABAYA
8th Wedding Anniversary, February 28

ALEX CHENG with Jennifer & Nikka
MARCH 4

KRYSTLE P. JONG
MARCH 26

Anniversary

RAY ONEIZA with wife Julie
MARCH 4BO APOSTOL and wife Sorcy

MARCH 5
MARIA A. ERESPE with mom Norma
MARCH 15

ESTELA RABARA
FEBRUARY 25

BOBBY ROY
MARCH 21

JOJO FRANCISCO and Family
FEBRUARY 27

NANIE A. SANTIAGUEL and husband Necie 
FEBRUARY 28
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The spirits of those 
who built Magel-
lan Hall must have 

been dancing on the stage 
as they witnessed the 
support garnered from 
the community on 18 Feb 
2017 for the Post-Valen-
tines Fundraising Dance.  
The simplicity leading 
to the occasion added to 
the remarkable turnout 
for the festivities.  No 
tickets were printed and 
distributed.  Invitations 
were extended via word 
of mouth, emails, and of 
course Facebook.  The 
post-valentines timing 
and the inviting $12 per 
person including food and 
beverage may have also 
contributed to the reward-
ing enterprise.
As promised, no official program 
dominated the evening, if any at 
all.  The party rolled along in an 
impromptu manner.  The result-
ing line up of the evening started 
with preparation by the Magellan 
folks, welcoming started at 6 p.m., 
Rumba basic fan moves practiced 
by the Kappa Psi Epsilon (KP-
siE) volunteers with a little nudge 
from the Post chaplain, reception 
desk started receiving steady flow 
of guests at 6:30 p.m., the chap-
lain said the invocation at about 7 
p.m., KPsiE delivered and served 
dinner to guests seated at their 
table, the chaplain and all KPsiE 
volunteers exhibited Rumba foot-
work for dinner entertainment 
(per chaplain’s request), danc-
ing ensued with short breaks for 
public service announcements, 
raffle drawing, games, birthday 
acknowledgements, dance, dance, 
conga dance, fun and more fun!!!
   
The chaplain became the emcee 
aka public service announcer.  Au-
rora Foresee, one of the birthday 
celebrants, became the Games 
Director, KPsiE sold raffle tick-
ets with KPsiE Janina leading the 
way, Rosie Sloan gifted us with a 
song, Lilia Rivera led a Todo line 
dance class, good times prevailed 
all evening long.
   The games must be explained.  
For the first game, Aurora asked 
for 9 couples to participate.  Each 
couple received a newspaper page 
to place underneath their feet.  

By Dale Esperante

Post-Valentines Party at Magellan Hall

They must do their dancing within 
the boundaries of the newspaper.  
Once their feet touched the floor 
beyond the newspaper, they were 
asked to drop out of the contest.  
At first, they danced on a full page.  
Then each couple had to fold the 
page in half.  Then the half had 
to be folded in half again.  Until 
the female partner had no choice 
but to stand on her partner’s feet 

to continue their dance.  The win-
ning couple ended up to be Carlos 
Cordero and Julie Vergara.  Julie 
received a premium set of bed 
sheets for her prize.  Gentleman 
Carlos escorted his partner back to 
her seat.
   For the second game, Aurora 
called for ten courageous men to 
play a game of “dropping a pota-
to.”  The strategy of the game was 

for each man to carry a potato, not 
by hand, but squeezed between 
their legs.  They must walk about 
ten feet to a waiting glass vase 
where they must drop the potato 
in.  The ten men who participated 
were:  Jorge Santana, Bill Tyson, 
Jim Foresee, a man in orange, Joe 
Rivera, Joe Gonzalez, Rey Ado, 
Carlos Cordero, Dick Mazon, a 
man in red.  Only four men out of 

Fil-Am Vets Activities

ten accomplished to walk and then 
drop the potato in the vase.  The 
four:  Rey Ado, Carlos Cordero, 
Joe Gonzalez, and Dick Mazon.  
The audience decided the grand 
winner was Carlos Cordero.  Car-
los received a $20 gift certificate 
courtesy of Ginelle’s Bakery at 
9015 Bruceville Road. Elk Grove, 
CA 95758, phone: (916) 627-
2993.  Enjoy the divine pastries 

from Ginelles’s, Carlos!
   
One of the highlights of the 
evening, the chaplain invited all 
February birthday celebrants to 
line up front and center.  Eleven 
celebrants came up:  Mercedes 
Descargar, Aurora Foresee, 
Luz Molina, Frank, Sherylley 
Lomboy, Remy Solomon, RJ 
Oineza, Elmer, and Ding De La 
Rosa (apologies to the unnamed 
celebrants).  The chaplain 
asked the name and the birth 
day of each celebrant.  Every-
one’s exact birthday fell in the 
month of February this year, 
except for one.  Luz’s birthday 
is February 29.  Luz along with 

all the other Feb-
ruary celebrants 
were serenaded 
by the festive 
well-wishers with 
a birthday song 
that resonated 
within the con-
fines of Magel-
lan Hall.  Games 
Director Aurora 
then led the birth-
day celebrants to 

a conga-line dance.  The eleven 
celebrants were immediately fol-
lowed by the well-wishers form-
ing an expanded circular line puls-
ing around the dance floor to the 
beat of the music. 
   
Magellan Post 604 wish to extend 
appreciation to all who came sup-
porting the Post Valentines Fund-
raising Event.  Special thanks to 
the members of the organizing 
team starting with Commander 
Tom Amaba, Chairwoman Ad-
jutant Luz Molina, Auxiliary 
members Aurora Foresee-Bella 
Nidoy-Malou Amper-Lerma Am-
aba- Linda Cordero, Jim Foresee, 
Joseph Ventura, Carlos Cordero, 
Marcos Evangelista, Fred Amper, 
the Chaplain, DJ’s Paul and Ed-
ward Cordero, the KPsiE sorority 
sisters, and all the unsung heroes 
and heroines who made this an 
event our predecessors would be 
very proud of!  

Maraming Salamat Po!
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By Dale Esperante

Magellan 
Hall is 
used for 

gatherings by the 
Filipino-Amer-
ican members 
of the American 
Legion in Sac-
ramento.  This 
branch of the 
American Le-
gion is officially 
called Magellan Post 604.  Ma-
gellan Hall and the acres around 
the building are properties 
owned by Magellan Post 604.
On 18 Feb 2017, Commander Tom Amaba 
invited Kappa Psi Epsilon (KPsiE) Com-
munity Action Co-Chairman Sherylley 
Lomboy to come forward to share infor-
mation with the veterans.  Sherylley came 
to the general membership meeting of the 
veterans to explain KPsiE’s plans to visit 
as a group along with Sac State’s fraternity 
Chi Rho Omicron (XPO) next month to in-
terview and video the veterans.  Sherylley 
asked the veteran attendees of the 18 Feb 
meeting to raise their hands if they were 
interested in participating in the planned 
interview.  The interview will give each 
veteran a chance to share a brief memo-
rable military or life experience for a set 
time while being videoed.  After which, 
a panel may ask the veteran some ques-
tions.  Approximately 19 veterans raised 
their hands.  Those who raised their hands 
included WWII Veteran Gilmore Perla and 
Korean War Veteran Pastor Engkabo.  The 
rest were veterans of Vietnam and later 
conflicts.

Guests of Magellan Post 604’s general membership meeting on 19 Feb 2017: First is Kappa Psi 
Epsilon community relations representative, Sherrylee Lombong who briefed the veterans on their 
upcoming visit next month to video veterans during a talk and interview session. Second is Veteran 
Gilmore Perla who has been a member for 49 continued years. Comrade Perla received a Certificate 
of Appreciation for his continued support of Magellan Post 604.

After KPsiE Sherylley’s presentation, 
Commander Tom asked the Sergeant-at-
Arms to escort WWII Veteran Gilmore 
Perla to centerstage for a special pre-
sentation.  Comrade Gilmore received 
an American Legion Certificate of Ap-
preciation from Magellan Post 604 for 
his 49 years of continuous service as a 
member of The American Legion.  In 
addition to his 49 years of American 
Legion service, Comrade Gilmore re-
cently contributed the most generous 
donation to Magellan Post 604 via Go-
FundMe for the preservation of Magel-
lan Hall.  
   The GoFundMe donation of Comrade 
Gilmore was made offline, meaning no 
service charges were deducted from 
the donation by GoFundMe.  Comrade 
Gilmore occasionally attends monthly 
meetings whenever possible, assisted 
by Post 604 Service Officer Howard 
Williams.  Being the Service Officer, 
Comrade Howard always takes it upon 
himself to keep in touch with veterans 
who may need special assistance, ful-
filling one of the promises by the Amer-
ican Legion’s Magellan Post 604 Filipi-
no-American Veterans—Camaraderie.  

Photos by Dale Esperante
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Many have 
observed 
that the 

Filipino has a dif-
ferent sense of time. 
There is a term for it 
— Filipino Time.
As far as I can see, there 
are four main dimensions 
to this unique sense of 
time:
   
Alacrity is “cheerful 
readiness” and everybody 
knows Filipinos are ever 
ready and come quickly.
   You invite people to a 
chibugan — a family gath-
ering, a party, or a wedding 
reception — and they come 
quickly. And they not only 
bring themselves but also 
their kamaganak.
   In contrast to alacrity, 
Filipinos are insensitive to 
duration. What do I mean? 
We love to dawdle. It 
seems to me that we have 
little sense of the precious 
passage of time. Unlike 
Westerners, we do not re-
spect the value of our time 
as well as that of others. 
We do not realize that time 
is money.
   Our casual attitude to 
time can be seen in the of-
fice, where we will chatter 
endlessly, only half paying 
attention to work. In Con-
gress, we will fritter away 
time in pointless hearings 
and pass just two bills in a 
six-months’ session. After 
coming quickly to a party, 
we tend to stay for a long 
time. A long time, basta 
happy. Not that we neces-
sarily overstay our wel-
come.
   Convivial gatherings are 
a hallmark of our society, 
from the tagay lizards at 
the carinderia, to the fam-
ily Noche Buena at Christ-
mas, and to the lengthy 
food celebrations come 
fiesta time. And after stay-
ing long, guests cannot be 
sent off empty handed; no, 
usually there is a pabaon, 
which in its way is a time-
saving tradition. It saves us 
time cooking when we get 
back home.
   With unpunctuality, we 
have overextended the art 
of being fashionably late 
to a dismal habit. You set 
a party for 6:00 p.m. and 
everybody understands 
you mean 8:00 p.m. You 
set a date with a girl for 
7:00 p.m. and she knows 
you won’t get mad at her 
for being 30 minutes late. 

By Gabriel Ortigoza, PhD

Becoming 
a teacher. 
While 

working at 
PMA Station 
Hospital as a 
military nurse 
I decided to go 
back to school 
to pursue post 
graduate stud-
ies. I enrolled 
at Management 
Science Division 
of the University of 
the Philippines in 
Baguio. At MSD I 
met military offi-
cers from PMA who 
were into post grad 
schooling. Some of 
them became my 
classmates. At grad 
school we do report-
ing (student present-
ing topic(s) of the 
day for the course). 
When it was my time to re-
port I did it for compliance. 
I have no plan of finishing 
the degree. It means I was 
not serious with my stud-
ies. I went back to school to 
ease my boredom at work. 
I finished my master in 
management in two years’ 
time. Back to reporting. My 
report went out well and 
interactive full of comedy 
which made my classmates 
and professors loved it. 
One of the students at UP 
in Baguio was a military 
instructor at PMA named 
Mario Lacurom (PMA 85). 
He was then a captain in the 
army now a brigadier gen-
eral in the AFP. Lacurom’s 
department was looking 
for a military instructor in 
management. I was invited 
to teach the cadets and I 
grabbed the opportunity.

Joining Corps of Professors, 
PMA. I had been teaching 
the Cadet Corps as guest in-
structor when I was offered 
to join the Corps of Profes-
sors. I filled up the form and 
submitted it to the academic 
group. There were four of 
us who faced the academic 
screening committee. The 
first one was then Major 
Casis (PMA 82), Captain 
Rommel Del Mundo (PMA 
91), Captain Hector Tagata 

Rare Privilege 
to Teach PMA 

Cadets

(DS), and myself. I was ac-
cepted and was assigned 
initially as administrative 
officer then deputy head 
of the Department of Lan-
guages. My department 
head that time was Colonel 
Carlos Canilao Prof. (Atty. 
Carlos Canilao is the cur-
rent city administrator of 
Baguio). 
   I was assigned at Dept of 
Languages but I was teach-
ing management courses 
(subjects) under Depart-
ment of Management. 
The courses I taught were 
Public Policy Making in a 
Republican State, Human 
Resources Management, 
Principles of Management, 
and Economics. When Col. 
Canilao assumed as execu-
tive officer of the academ-
ics group, I assumed his 
position at Department of 
Languages. I was later as-
signed another position as 
deputy head of Social Sci-
ence Department and was 
assigned to teach Interna-
tional Relations and Philip-
pine Constitution. Another 
position was added to me 
and that was administrative 
officer of PMA Research 
and Development Center. 

I thought it was the 
last job description 
assigned to me but 
another job enlarge-
ment was added to 
my already heavy 
load and that was 
ministerial aide of 
the dean of the Corps 
of Professors. 
   I loved the last job 
because I had the 
rare privileged, that 
many others don’t 
have, to ride that 2nd 
military topdown ve-
hicle used in military 
honors in trooping 
the line of the Cadet 
Corps AFP.

Contribution to PMA. 
Aside from quality educa-
tion imparted to the cadets 
in which I was given 96% 
approval ratings on my 
teaching performance as 
evaluated by the cadets, I 
was able to write, finished, 
and donate copies of my 
dissertation to PMA. Some 
of my book copies are at 
PMA library.
   Concluding military 
career. On 18 September 
2003, after 8 years and 4 
months at PMA, I resigned 
my regular commission 
in the Armed Forces of 
the Philippines to join my 
family in Sacramento, Cal-
ifornia. I got fulfillment at 
teaching knowing I was in-
fluencing the minds of the 
future leaders of the nation 
who are expected to do the 
right things for the Filipino 
people but I have to be with 
my wife to start a family. 
Presently, I am working as 
a registered nurse at Kaiser 
Permanente in Sacramento 
for 12 years now.
   
Looking back, I am glad 
and honored to serve PMA 
as military instructor, a 
rare privilege.

By Edgar Lores

The Filipino Sense of Time

Usually, the degree of tardi-
ness is in direct proportion 
to her appeal, her edibility.
   However, I have known 
other girls to be late just to 
test you. I mean me, to be 
exact. Of course, the girl 
was not testing my patience 
or the accuracy of my faux 
Swiss watch but the depth 
of my feelings for her.

Ahaha, the joke’s on her.
   Making me wait is not re-
ally a good test of my pa-
tience or sincerity because I 
am an introvert (an INTJ). 
For me waiting is not wait-
ing. I am never bored. I can 
happily sit still and occupy 
and entertain myself with 
a thousand thoughts — or 
none at all by simply ob-
serving the passing life. At 
any rate, this is how I used 
to justify my insecurity at 
some of my dates’ insecu-
rity.
   To overcome such tardi-
ness, I remember I used to 
set the time for dates at non-
5-minute intervals. I would 
tell my date, let’s meet at 
4:37 p.m. or 6:12 p.m. This 
quirkiness indicated to my 
date that I was cranky about 
punctuality and would not 
countenance tardiness. No, 
no, no. And surprisingly, 
each date made it and came 
on time — and even before 
time — with an amused 
smile.

(Or was that a smirk? And, 
yes, I am a Virgo. Why do 
you ask?)

In my work experience, 
unpunctuality is connected 
to other faults such as pro-
crastination, missing time 
targets, and cost overruns 
if not outright project fail-
ures.
We say, “Eh, bukas na 
yan.”

And, “Ma-extend naman 
yung deadline, ‘di ba?“

And, “Kahit lampas sa bud
get, maganda naman ang 
resulta, ‘di ba?”

And, “Minadali kasi, ‘di 
ba?“

“‘Di ba?” makes all of us 
divas — self-important 
people who are here to 
please themselves.

The last much-observed as-
pect of our sense of time is 
our foreshortened time ho-
rizon. Our collective tem-
poral orientation is to the 
present. We do not care for 
the past and for the future. 
To paraphrase a recent post 
here, where the Chinese 
think in terms of decades 
and Westerners in years, 
we Pinoys think in terms of 
months.
   One could say this fourth 
dimension of a short hori-
zon is the opposite of the 
third, which is a stretching 
of the time horizon.
   In economic theory, there 
are two concepts of “inter-
temporal choices” that, I 
think, are intertwined with 
our time orientation as it re-
lates to decision-making.
   
Temporal discounting (or 
time preference) refers 
to “our tendency to want 
things now rather than 
later.” We prefer “immedi-
ate but modest rewards” 
instead of “future but size-
able rewards.” Remember 
the Marshmallow Test? We 
would be absolute failures. 
Like we wanted the Change 
marshmallow — and, boy 
oh boy, did we get it.
   
Temporal myopia is “the in-
ability to consider the long-
term outcomes of an action 
when making a choice.” 
This myopia is most evi-
dent in our voting choices 
at election time. With rare 
exceptions, the Executive, 
Cabinet, and Congress 
would make a complete 
rogues’ gallery.
   In short, a short time ho-
rizon influences us to make 
short-sighted decisions. It 
is a huge factor in our judg-
mental disability.
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Green Valley Pets

By Roy Luarca 

Manny 
Pac-
quiao 

values what the 
fans want.
Giving in 
to his Twit-
ter followers’ 
clamor, the 
Fighting Sena-
tor announced 
Thursday that 
his team is 
negotiating 
with the camp 
of British fighter Amir Khan for 
his next fight set April 23 in the 
United Arab Emirates.
   
“My team and I are in negotiations with 
Amir Khan for our next fight,” Pacquiao 
said on his Twitter feed. “Further announce-
ment coming soon.”

The new development, which effectively 
quashed Australian Jeff Horn’s aspirations to 
tangle with the eight-division world champi-
on, was corroborated by Pacquiao’s adviser, 
Michael Koncz, and longtime promoter, Bob 
Arum.
   Koncz, who negotiated for Pacquiao’s 
next fight to be held in either Abu Dhabi or 
Dubai, was quoted as saying that both sides 
are closed to concluding negotiations and 
that he’s confident of getting the fight done.
   In a sudden turnaround from his earlier 
pronouncement that Pacquiao fighting Khan 
in the United Kingdom is absurd, the 85-
year-old Arum admitted that negotiations are 
indeed going on between the two parties.

As to the final outcome, the Arum sounded 
skeptical.
   “Whether it will happen or not, I just don’t 
know because they have to come up with a 

By Jason Jones

The Kings 
would love to 
run more and 
score in transi-
tion.
Their opponents 
know it, too.
   
In their first game 
since trading DeMar-
cus Cousins, Sacra-
mento came out run-
ning with 11 fast-break 
points in the first half 
Thursday against the 
Denver Nuggets. The 
Kings have three fast-
break points in the six 
quarters since.
   The Kings have 
struggled to score in 
transition all season. 
Entering Sunday, they 
were 26th in the NBA 
in fast-break points 
with 10.4 per game. 
Improving that mark 
will be difficult because opponents realize 
the Kings will try to run as much as possi-
ble while adjusting their halfcourt offense 
minus Cousins.
   We’ve got to to be a good halfcourt of-
fensive team. ... They know we want to 
run. They know guys who can try to get 
out in transition. (The Hornets) did a good 
job of getting back in transition, clogged 
the paint on us, so we’ve got to do a better 
job of trying to move the ball and having 
better spacing.  
   Injuries and new players make it difficult 
to reconfigure the halfcourt strategy.
“I know we have a lot more plays that 
coach wants to put in, but we’re still try-
ing to work the new guys in,” guard Darren 
Collison said. “Once we work that in, we 
can go into a variety of sets instead of just 
being simplified. It’s tough right now.”
   The Kings have plenty of wing players, 
with at least three more (Arron Afflalo, 
Garrett Temple and Malachi Richardson) 
due back from injuries at various times.
   Coach Dave Joerger must rely on younger 
players while asking everyone to assume a 
bigger role on offense.
   The Kings can expect opponents to mimic 
what the Charlotte Hornets did in beating 
the Kings on Saturday – get physical with 
the younger players and flood the lane with 
defenders to reduce easy scoring chances.
   10.4 Kings’ fast-break points per game, 

Pac ditches Horn for Khan

Manny Pacquiao and Amir Khan

large amount of money,” Arum told ESPN.
com. “Manny seems to believe they will 
come up with the money. I have some res-
ervations whether it will happen or not.”
   Pacquiao-Khan reportedly involves a deal 
worth $38 million, which dwarfs the under 
$10 million being offered by Duco Events 
to stage Pacquiao-Horn in Australia.
   “If it’s (UAE offer) real, we will assist 
putting on the event, but I am not holding 
my breath, and I’m not making plane res-
ervations,” Arum said.
   The 30-year-old Khan emerged out of the 
shadows after he topped the survey partici-
pated in by 44, 815 of Pacquiao’s Twitter 
followers as to who they want Pacquiao to 
fight next.

Khan, a former sparring of Pacquiao, gar-
nered 48 percent of the votes, followed by 
Kell Brook (24 percent), Terence Crawford 
(21 percent) and Horn (7 percent).
   
Although Khan was knocked out by Cane-
lo Alvarez in the sixth round in his foray 
to the middleweight division last May, the 
30-year-old is still popular in UAE, owing 
to his Pakistani descent and Muslim faith.

Kings’ Darren Collison drives to the basket while being defended 
by Charlotte’s Kemba Walker (15) and Michael Kidd-Gilchrist 
(14) on Saturday, Feb. 25, 2017, at Golden 1 Center in Sacra-
mento, Calif. Andrew Seng aseng@sacbee.com

Kings find easy points elusive

26th in the NBA
   Joerger said part of his job is to get 
players more comfortable with expand-
ed roles.
   “It’s harder to go the other way – from 
when you think you’re a feature guy 
to your coach saying you should dial 
it back here a little bit,” Joerger said. 
“Our job is to try to get better every 
day, and we saw some improvement ... 
We get back and watch some tape and 
see some of the things that (Marco) Be-
linelli and (Nicolas) Batum and those 
guys that have more experience that 
do certain things to our younger guys 
where you’re like, ‘OK, now I just 
need to try to keep getting better,’ and 
you keep trying to learn.”
   Collison said the Kings must create 
more transition points with their de-
fense. But teams will get back on de-
fense as quickly as possible to force 
the Kings to execute their halfcourt 
offense.
   “We’ve got to to be a good halfcourt 
offensive team,” Collison said. “ ... 
They know we want to run. They know 
guys who can try to get out in transi-
tion. (The Hornets) did a good job of 
getting back in transition, clogged the 
paint on us, so we’ve got to do a better 
job of trying to move the ball and hav-
ing better spacing.”
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LOS ANGELES — The 89th Acade-
my Awards lists many firsts, including 
perhaps, a first wrongfully announced 
Best Picture winner.

The first winner to be announced at 
the Academy Awards 2017 was Ma-
hershala Ali, who was awarded Best 
Supporting Actor for “Moonlight.” He 
is reportedly the first Muslim to win 
the award. It was also his first Oscar 
nomination.
   Likewise, Hong Kong superstar Jack-
ie Chan got his first Academy Award. 
He received a Lifetime Achievement 
Award for doing Hollywood and Hong 
Kong movies since the 1960s.
   Viola Davis, who won the Acad-
emy for Best Supporting Actress for 
“Fences,” is the first black woman to 
be nominated for three Oscars.
   Meanwhile, Achievement in Cos-
tume Design for “Fantastic Beasts 
and Where to Find Them” is the first 

Songs from 
the Stage” 
had all 

the key ingredi-
ents one would 
expect from a 
show by Lea 
Salonga: impec-
cable singing, 
engaging banter 
and an astute 
understanding 
of the material 
at hand. But as 
the night wore 
on, it became increasingly appar-
ent that the concert was more than 
a mere showcase of musician-
ship. Perhaps, more importantly, it 
turned out to be a celebration of a 
mother’s unconditional love.
“Of all the roles I have portrayed, my favorite 
right now is that of being a mother,” Lea said 
from the stage at the Philippine International 
Convention Center’s Plenary Hall, before in-
troducing her 10-year-old daughter, Nicole, 
whom the acclaimed singer-actor described 
as a curious child who loves drawing, danc-
ing and, yes, singing.
   “This will sound biased, but she’s really 
quite amazing,” she added. Nicole looked un-
derstandably anxious as she walked toward 
her mother—giggling, putting her hands over 
mouth and throwing her head back.
   Holding hands and looking into each oth-
er’s eyes, Lea and Nicole did a duet on the 
whimsical “Pure Imagination” (from “Willy 
Wonka and the Chocolate Factory”). But de-
spite the nerves, you could readily discern 
the sweet, pure tone coming out of the child’s 
mouth.
   By the time she delivered a solo perfor-
mance of “Ring of Keys” (from “Fun Home”), 
Nicole seemed to have fully settled in. She 
didn’t just sing—she performed. Every so of-
ten, she paused, to emphasize important mo-
ments in the song.
   Nicole’s eyes constantly wandered, as if 
gauging the crowd’s reception. Whenever 
everyone erupted into resounding cheers, her 
face would light up with excitement. And 
once the final note was sung, she promptly 
raised her fist in triumph, much to the audi-
ence’s delight.

From left: Gerard Salonga, Nicole Chien, Lea Salonga

By Allan Policarpio

Lea concert a celebration of mothers’ 
unconditional love

   “That was the best you have performed 
that song!” said Lea, who watched Nicole 
with keenness from a stool behind her. “My 
job requires me to be away a lot… But this 
one is quite the trouper!”

As she reveled in the precious moment, Lea 
was reminded of her own mother, Ligaya. 
Now that she has her own kid, she said, she 
has developed a deeper appreciation for the 
things her mom did in raising her and her 
brother, Gerard, who conducted the ABS-
CBN Philharmonic Orchestra.
   Lea saw her mother, who sat in the front 
row, as a “hero” and “survivor”; a “life-smart 
and self-made” woman, whose “instinct is 
such a divine gift.” “I would not be standing 
here before you today if it was not for her,” 
she said. “She is the most selfless woman. 
The devotion my mom has poured onto me 
and Gerard was more than I could ever give 
back in 10 lifetimes.”
   Then, in one of the program’s most mov-
ing portions, Lea paid tribute to her mother, 
with a song that was most apt for the occa-
sion: “Wind Beneath My Wings.”
   While her singing is never not emotion-
ally connected, Lea’s rendition of the Bette 
Midler classic was easily the night’s most 
impassioned. Behind her, a montage of old 
family photos flashed on the screen; before 
the singer, Ligaya could not help but shed 
tears.
   “She raised us as a single mother. She did 
it all. She just took care of everything. And 
while she would complain about things and 
other people from time to time, she never 
complained about us,” Lea recalled. “And 
that is still true today. A mother’s love is un-
conditional. She made sure we became the 
best versions of ourselves.”

Ebony and Ivory: Best Supporting Actor Mahershala Ali and Best Supporting Actress Viola 
Davis; Best Actor Casey Affleck and Best Actress Emma Stone Associated Press

Academy Awards 2017 
registers many firsts

By Deni Rose M. Afinidad-Bernardo

Academy Award ever won by a J. K. Rowl-
ing film.

“Manchester by the Sea” lead actor Casey 
Affleck got his first Academy Award for 
Best Actor. The flick also got him the Best 
Actor distinction from Golden Globe and 
BAFTA.

“La La Land,” which swept the Oscars with 
14 nominations, also has the most wins in 
Oscar history with seven awards. The musi-
cal movie also got the first Oscar nomina-
tion and win for its director, Damien Cha-
zelle. The movie also won Best Original 
Song for “City of Stars,” as well as Best 
Production Design, Cinematography, Best 
Original Score and Best Actress.

Best Actress winner Emma Stone bested 
veteran actresses Meryl Streep,  Isabelle 
Huppert and Natalie Portman. This is 
Stone’s first Oscar and second nomination.
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FILIPINOFIESTA
“Remembering and Commemorating the 75th Anniversary of the Bataan Death March”

Sunday, June 4, 2017
Jose Rizal Community Center

Sacramento, California
10 am to 5 pm

FREE Admission

PARADE, FOOD BOOTHS, ENTERTAINMENT,
INTERACTIVE ACTIVITIES, BBOY BATTLE, 
BALAGTASAN, ESKRIMA, CAR SHOW,
HEALTH FAIR, CAREER FAIR, GAMES
KARAOKE SINGING CONTEST, 
CHILDREN ACTIVITIES and more  Contact:  www.sacramentofiesta.org

Information: Lilia Rivera – 916.524.8008 
Information:  Mercy Guerrero – 916.266.1923
Vendors/Booth:  Joe Gonzalez- 916.396.7863

Sponsorship:  Jinky Dolar – 916.203.3707
Entertainment: Raeselle Lao – 956.204.0169

Note: If you have relatives who were in 
the Death March, please contact us so we 
can include them in our “Honor List”.  
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