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MANILA, Philippines – The 
Abu Sayyaf had hatched 
plots to kidnap boxing 
champion Manny Pacquiao 
and celebrity presidential 
sister Kris Aquino as part 
of the bandit group’s effort 
to gain favor with the ex-
tremist Islamic State (IS), 
President Aquino revealed 
yesterday.

One of the bandit leaders, 
Isnilon Hapilon, through his 
cohorts in prison, tried to 
convert other inmates in the 
national penitentiary to their 
cause and establish ties with 
remnants of the Rajah Su-
layman Movement, purport-
edly in an attempt to embark 
on a bombing campaign in 
Metro Manila, Aquino said.
   He stressed he has to put 
an end to the Abu Sayyaf, 

“They allegedly even hatched plots to kidnap Manny Pacquiao or 
one of his children, as well as my sister Kris or one of her children, 
with the plan to use them in bargaining for the release of their 
cohorts. Threats against my own life have been investigated,” 
President Aquino said.

Abus plotted to take 
Pacquiao, Kris - Noy

which has been seeking to 
align itself with the IS.
   “They allegedly even 
hatched plots to kidnap 
Manny Pacquiao or one of 
his children, as well as my 
sister Kris or one of her 
children, with the plan to 
use them in bargaining for 
the release of their cohorts. 
Threats against my own life 
have been investigated,” 
Aquino said.
   The President said no im-
provised explosive device 
(IEDs) attributable to the 
group of Hapilon had been 
found.
   “We have monitored their 
activities, unraveled their 
network and arrested key 
players, while some of the 
minor players already on the 
run are being hunted down. 
I credit our security services 

By Aurea Calica
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The Rize All Premiere show was 
a spectacle for all to enjoy.  From 
popcorn and cotton candy to the 
performances by local high school 
dance groups, the event was an 
amazing debut for the Rize All non-
profit organization’s offerings in the 
community. The purchase of a ticket 
funded a student to attend dance 
class for a week in Rize All’s Rize 
& Dance Afterschool arts program.

By Dinnah San Pedro

Rize All

Continued on page 11

By Dale Esperante

The early eve-
ning of 27 
April 2016 

started off with a roar 
when the skies above 
Elk Grove darkened, 
thundered, and lit up 
with lightning fol-
lowed by a torrential 
rain.  The walls next 
to the main entrance 
of the Falls Event 
Center supported 
an array of drippy 
umbrellas left there 
to dry by guests who 
have arrived.

When the program start-
ed, Mona Pasquil intro-
duced this writer to lead 
the Pledge of Allegiance.  
Donned with our Ameri-

The Pasquil Family Foundation Inaugural Gala

Leni Robredo: May the best woman 
win - Page 7

Amanda Newsum and Dane San Pedro with their dazzling segment from 
their Dance Magical Show that was filled with technical dance steps and 
impossible magic tricks. 

Photo by Dave San Pedro

Photo by Dave San Pedro

The recipients of Pasquil Foundation’s Bayani Award, apl.de.ap (L) and Cynthia Bonta (R).
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Leni Robredo’s candidacy 
as vice president of the Phil-
ippines started as the Impos-
sible Dream. It  has now  be-
come a national  crusade not 
just a political campaign. To 
a growing number of Fili-
pino voters, she has restored  
faith in the democratic pro-
cess.  She is proving that a 
person of  integrity, humility 
and simplicity can still run 
and win a national position 
in this country.

Her late husband, Jesse Ro-
bredo, once said in a speech: 
“Our country is in dire need 
of servant leaders whose 
sense of compassion and ser-
vice are truly awakened. We 
cannot bring the Philippines 
to lasting greatness without 
leaders of this calibre work-
ing in government.” Those 
prophetic words are how 
people are now describing 
his widow.
   These emotions are best 
shown in the words that dif-
ferent people have used to 
explain why they are voting 
for Leni. For some people, it 
is because they believe that 
she shares a common cause 
like a group of alternative 
lawyers, legal advocates and 
human rights defender who 
recently expressed their sup-
port in a public statement.
   Among the many reasons 
they stated were the follow-
ing: “We enjoin voters to 
choose Leni for her com-
mitment to transparency and 
reform ... Our endorsement 
for a true public servant like 
Leni is equal to our con-
tinuing commitment  to the 
advocacy for programs and 
policies that  empower com-
munities through equal ac-
cess to education, employ-
ment, food, land, and other 
resources and justice. Let us 
not simply vote for person-

By Elfren S. Cruz

Leni Robredo: The impossible dream

alities with tainted political 
histories and short sighted 
promises.
   We want a transparent 
leader who will espouse and 
enable our own engagement 
and participation in good 
governance, and we believe 
vice presidential aspirant 
Leni Robredo has exempli-
fied these features through-
out her career as an alterna-
tive lawyer, development 
worker and legislator. “
   Then there are those who 
believe voting for her is a 
strong, symbolic gesture. 
Roel Cruz said, in a recent 
facebook post, that a vote 
for Leni Robredo is a vote: 
“Against forgetting. Against 
historical revisionists hail-
ing our country’s most ty-
rannical President a hero and 
glorifying his immeasurably 
wide scale oppressive re-
gime. Against entertaining, 
popcorn demagoguery and 
misplaced gutter tough-
ness trying to pass itself as 
a concrete national vision. 
Against traditional visions 
out to maintain the status 
quo of institutionalized cor-
ruption. Against pseudo-in-
tellectualism, cynicism and 
the politics of fear.”
   But it was not just her 
words but her sincerity and 

It is not often that we have a 
real live hero in our midst.  

The hero I am speaking of is 
only the second Philippine-
born U.S. citizen to be pro-
moted to the officer rank of 
“General” in the U.S. Army. 
He received numerous mili-
tary awards, including the 
Army Distinguished Ser-
vice Medal (2 awards), the 
Legion of Merit (4 awards), 
the Bronze Star Medal, 
Meritorious Service Medal 
(6 awards), the Office of the 
Secretary of Defense Iden-
tification Badge, and the 
Army Staff Identification 
Badge. He retired in 2007 
having served 34 years on 
active duty as a decorated 
officer with the rank of 
“Major General” and an ad-
vocate for breaking down 
racial and ethnic barriers in 
the military.  
   But what to me is the most 
heroic deed of all was the 
investigation he led of the 
Abu Graib war prisons in 
Iraq which exposed human 
rights violations too heinous 
to repeat at this time.  His 
findings implicated high 
ranking leadership and to 
report the truth as he saw 
it could mean the end of 
his military career.  With 
eyes wide open to the con-
sequences, our hero told all 
with the deepest commit-
ment to integrity.
   Yes, when someone like 
Major General Antonio 
Taguba comes to Sacra-
mento, he is also invited to 
the Capitol to be introduced 
to the California Assembly.  
We thank Assemblymember 
Rob Bonta for inviting Gen-
eral Taguba to be introduced 
to the California Assembly 
and to provide a time for 
colleagues and staff to meet 
the General at a reception. 
   The Sacramento Filipino 
community and their friends 

credibility that has won her 
many new followers. There  
was a  statement she made 
that would be considered 
a motherhood statement if 
said by other candidates. 
When she compared herself 
to a mother who will sacri-
fice everything for the sake 
of her children, one could 
see she really meant what 
she said: “Ang isa pong 
mabuting ina ay naaasa-
han sa kahit anong panahon, 
hindi umaatras sa hamon, 
sumisikap sa bawat araw 
na maging mabuting exam-
ple sa kaniyang mga anak, 
binibigay ang lahat walang 
tinitira sa sarili.”
   There are still those who 
believe Leni lacks the nec-
essary experience because 
they are not aware of her 
record as a public servant. 
This is how she introduced 
herself in speech during a 
Vice President Forum:
   “ I may be new in politics, 
but I am a veteran in public 
service. I have dedicated my 
professional life as an alter-
native lawyer, working with 
and serving farmers, fisher 
folk , abused women, labor-
ers, and others in the mar-
gins of society. My work 
has allowed me to walk 
closely with sectors of our 
society that are hungering 
for justice and a better life 
such as the Sumilao farmers 
in 2007 as they marched in 
protest to get the land that is 
rightfully theirs.
   “This brand of leader-
ship – one that listens to the 
people, gives voice to the 
margins and inspires people 
participation  – is what I 
strove to continue during 
my term as representative 
of the Third District of Ca-
marines Sur.”
   There is one story about 
Leni that has endeared her 
to those who have heard 

A HERO ON CARING FOR OUR HEROES

in the broader community 
were  very previleged, in-
deed, to have our hero, 
Major General Taguba visit 
Sacramento as AARP’s 
Ambassador on April 18th, 
Monday, at a Town Hall 
Meeting to draw us into a 
conversation about caring 
for our heroes, our veterans, 
our family members, our el-
derly parents. Sacramento 
was his fourth and last step 
of town meetings to engage 
the community to band to-
gether and bond together 
in facing this task that need 
not be as difficult as it often 
is when families do not shy 
away from such topics as 
getting old and caring for 
our elders.
   Yes, when General Taguba 
talks about caring for our 
heroes, he means caring for 
our elderly parents when 
they get sick, when they 
can no longer take care of 
themselves, when senility 
sets in, may be even demen-
tia or Alzheimer’s disease. 
It can also mean caring for 
any member of the family. 
Are we prepared for when 
the time comes? Who will 
care for our aging parents? 
We, their children?  Who 
can be hired that is trained 
and trustworthy?  How will 
the care be paid for?  What 
community resources are 
there to seek help from when 
we are at our rope’s end? Is 

there a support group for 
caregivers who can share 
problems and solutions?  If 
not, why not start one?
   Are you starting to ask 
these questions with your 
parents while they can 
participate and make their 
wishes known?  It is never 
too early.  And you will be 
glad to be prepared and to 
honor your parent’s wish-
es.  
   If you are a parent, start 
a conversation with your 
children about your care, 
so that it becomes a famil-
iar topic of conversation, 
not an awkward one.
   General Taguba told his 
story about caring for both 
his parents, his dad with 
dementia.He invited others 
present to share their story 
as well.  By hearing each 
other’s stories the commu-
nity can bond together on 
this issue and  realize that 
they are not alone.
   His story inspired lis-
teners to take their elderly 
care seriously, be it theirs 
or other member’s of their 
family.

Major General Antonio 
Taguba also visited Union 
City, Daly City, and Vallejo 
on, April 16 and 17, 2016.  
His trip was sponsored by 
AARP and Bataan Legacy 
Historical Society.  AARP’s 
purpose was to promote 
their caregiving program 
while Bataan Legacy His-
torical Society’s goal was 
to provide the accurate 
history as backdrop to his 
Congressional Gold Medal 
Project. We are happy to 
be partnering with these 
two organizations for the 
first time with the promise 
of more future collabora-
tions.
   General Taguba’s car-
ing for our heroes is not 

Continued on page 4

Cynthia Bonta with Major Gen.
Antonio Taguba
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Rodrigo Duterte

May God help us!” was how 
reelectionist Sen. Panfilo 
Lacson reacted on Wednes-
day to the looming possi-
bility of Davao City Mayor 
Rodrigo Duterte winning 
the presidential race and 
fulfilling his controversial 
campaign promises such as 
killing all corrupt officials 
in government.
  Lacson hoped that Duterte’s 
statements at the Makati Busi-
ness Club on Wednesday and 
his other equally controversial 
campaign promises were  “just 
sound bytes to get elected.”
   Lacson mentioned Duterte’s 
to-do things when he becomes 
president—to kill 100,000 crim-
inals in three to six months; to 
close and padlock Congress; 
to establish a revolutionary 
government; to ride a jet ski to 
Scarborough shoal and plant the 
Philippine flag and be shot by 
the Chinese, and now to shoot 
all corrupt officials and pardon 
all their assassins.

No to civil war
“I hope and pray that if elected, 
he (Duterte) won’t do what he 
mostly says and promises to do 
during this campaign  because if 

Ping Lacson on Duterte 
presidency: God help us
By Christine O. Avendaño

he does, may God help us,” Lac-
son said in a text message.
   Lacson said he did not want 
the country “plunged into a civil 
war.”

He also noted that Duterte was not 
the same person he knew for more 
than 20 years, saying he saw the 
mayor then as a “soft spoken, un-
assuming, never arrogant” person.
   “We were not really close friends 
but during my law enforcement 
days, even before my appointment 
as Chief of the Philippine Nation-
al Police, we mutually respected, 
even admired each other, at least 
that’s how I viewed it from my 
own perspective,” he said.

Lacson said he would “touch base 
with (Duterte) to catch up when-
ever I visited Davao City.”

MANILA, Philippines 
- The headless body of 
a man who looks like a 
Caucasian, believed to be 
Canadian John Ridsdel, 
has been turned over to the 
Canadian embassy.

Philippine National Police 
(PNP) chief Director Gen-
eral Ricardo Marquez said 
the headless body, which 
was found in Barangay 
Gata, Talipao in Sulu, was 
flown to Heritage Park in 
Taguig yesterday morn-
ing.
   Marquez said police Scene of the 
Crime Operatives (SOCO) con-
ducted the autopsy on the body at 
the Heritage Park.
   Ridsdel was one of four hostages 
held by the Abu Sayyaf since last 
September. 
   The kidnappers had issued a ran-
som deadline that lapsed Monday. 
His severed head was found in a 
plastic bag along a street in Jolo 
town.
   On Wednesday, a headless cadav-
er of a Caucasian male was found 
in Talipao but authorities have yet 
to confirm if it was Ridsdel’s.
   There was no indication that the 
victim was beheaded in the area 
where it was found “due to the ab-
sence of blood stains in the scene,” 
according to a police investigator.
   Ridsdel was among four hostages 
taken by the Abu Sayyaf in Samal 
Island last September.

The three remaining hostages – fel-
low Canadian Robert Hall, Norwe-
gian Kjartan Sikkengstad and Fil-
ipina Maritess Flor – are still being 
held by the bandit group, along 
with other foreigners, including 14 
crewmen of an Indonesian tugboat. 
Four Malaysian seamen are also 
being held.
   President Aquino has promised 
to devote his remaining days in of-
fice to crushing the Abu Sayyaf. 

Headless body turned over to Canadian embassy
By Cecille Suerte Felipe

Image from an undated Abu Sayyaf video shows Canadi-
ans John Ridsdel (right) and Robert Hall.

Fourteen bandits have been killed 
in continued shelling of their 
stronghold in Jolo since Tuesday, 
a military spokesman said.
   The American Chamber of Com-
merce of the Philippines (Am-
Cham) yesterday condemned the 
murder of Ridsdel.

“AmCham extends its deepest 
condolences to the Ridsdel family, 
friends and others close to this re-
markable man,” the group said in 
a statement.
   AmCham said Ridsdel was well 
known to the American business 
community in Manila, where he 
was based for many years.
   “He was a strong believer in the 
development of the Philippines, to 
which he contributed as the senior 
executive of a mining company 
known for its highly responsible 
practices,” AmCham said.
   “John Ridsdel had decided to 
retire in the Philippines. He made 
many friends among many nation-
alities and loved to sail among the 
islands from his base at Puerto 
Galera. It was when he responded 
from his boat moored on Samal Is-
land to a call for help from a neigh-
boring boat that he was seized,” it 
said.
   AmCham joined the call on the 
government to bring the killers of 
Ridsdel to justice and to implement 

policies that will bring 
improved security and 
peace and development 
to areas in Mindanao 
where the Abu Sayyaf 
and other criminal ele-
ments operate. 
   Officials, on the other 
hand, are discussing 
coordinated naval pa-
trols on its southern 
maritime borders with 
Indonesia and Malaysia 
to protect shipping after 
attacks and kidnappings 
by Islamist militants.
   Foreign Secretary 
Jose Rene Almendras 

said the government is proposing 
separate but coordinated patrols 
to identify safe corridors where 
ships can travel.
   Indonesia last week called for 
joint maritime patrols with the 
Philippines and Malaysia. Joint 
patrols would involve ships from 
the three navies patrolling togeth-
er and crossing into each other’s 
territorial waters.
   Officials from the three sides are 
due to meet in Jakarta on May 5 to 
discuss cooperation.
   “The issue is safety and secu-
rity,” Almendras said.

“It’s called coordinated patrols, 
we’ll do our patrols and they will 
have their own patrols in their own 
territorial waters so there will be 
no more threats to the movement 
of ships, including the kidnapping 
of sailors.”
   Two Indonesian coal ports have 
blocked ships from leaving for the 
Philippines and Malaysia’s east-
ern Sabah state due to security 
concerns.
   The growing frequency of mari-
time attacks has affected coal 
trade between the Southeast Asian 
neighbors – Indonesia, the world’s 
largest thermal coal exporter, and 
the Philippines, which relies on 
Jakarta for 70 percent of its coal 
imports. 
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From page 1

Just a few weeks ago, the man 
to beat for the presidency was 
Jejomar “Jojo” Binay. As a 
sitting vice president, Binay 
had the advantage of incum-
bency. He used his position 
as second-in-command to 
President Benigno “P-Noy” 
Aquino III and as the admin-
istration’s “Housing Czar.” 
It was no wonder then that 
his popularity ratings were 
consistently high in all the 
years he was residing at the 
Marcos-era Coconut Palace, 
a “gift” from his erstwhile 
friend P-Noy. Indeed, his 
power was so immense that 
when he declared his inten-
tion to run for president early 
in his term, he was considered 
a shoo-in for the presidency. 
Indeed, he was on top of the 
world. His time was about to 
come. But as the presidential 
campaign period goes into the 
homestretch, his world turned 
upside down! What the hell 
happened?

Call it fate — or misfortune 
— but Binay lost his primacy 
in an election that was his 
to win, but he blew it. With 
Election Day just a month 
away, the presidential race has 
narrowed down to two can-
didates – Davao City Mayor 
Rodrigo “Digong” Duterte 
and Sen. Grace Poe-Llaman-
zares — who are now statisti-
cally tied in the latest surveys. 
However, what is interesting 
to note is that Duterte – who 
placed fourth two months ago 
– has surged to three percent-
age points over Llamanzares. 
What does that tell you? Any 
political pundit would tell you 
that Duterte is pulling ahead 
to victory in a tight sprint 
against Llamanzares.
   But like any other presi-
dential election, nobody has 
a crystal ball that accurately 
predicts the winner. It’s a 
game of political survival 
where the “cheatest” wins. 
But don’t get me wrong, I’m 
not saying that all candidates 
have to cheat in order to win. 
An honest candidate can still 
win if he or she could muster 
the resources to prevent other 
candidates from cheating. But 
how do you prevent your op-
ponent from cheating?

Surveys
Laylo-survey-March-2016-
The fact that Duterte (30%) 
and Llamanzares (27%) are 
only 3% apart in the latest 
survey conducted by Laylo 
Research Strategies, the elec-
tion could go either way. 
The rest of the survey shows 
Mar Roxas with 21%, Binay 
with 18%, and Sen. Miriam 
Defensor-Santiago with 2%. 
The survey has a national 
margin of error of +/- 1.8%. 
But here’s the stinger: If you 
look at the trend, Duterte’s 
campaign is gaining momen-
tum – he was in fourth place 
several months ago — and if 
the upward trend is unbroken, 
he could win the presidency.

Can Digong beat Grace?
   Forget about Binay; his 
quest for the presidency has 
already gone south. He’ll 
never recover, not with Du-
terte and Llamanzares tying 
for first place and he a distant 
fourth place with Roxas in 
precipitous third place. With 
luck, Binay might be able to 
overcome one or even two 
of the three. But to deal the 
front-runners — Duterte and 
Llamanzares — a debilitating 
blow would take a miracle 
unless he resorts to massive 
election fraud.

Duterte vs. Llamanzares
So let’s forget about Binay 
and Roxas and look objec-
tively at a Duterte-Llamanza-
res face-off:
1. Family background – Du-
terte’s father was a former 
governor. Llamanzares’ adop-
tive father was a movie actor.
2. Citizenship – Duterte is a 
natural-born Filipino. Lla-
manzares is a foundling with 
unknown parentage.
3. Education – Duterte is a 
Bachelor of Laws graduate 
and a lawyer. Llamanzares 
supposedly took a teacher’s 
licensure in the U.S. but did 
not pass it.
4. Judiciary experience – Du-
terte was a former Prosecutor 
and Fiscal. Llamanzares has 
none.
5. Legislative experience – 
Duterte was a former Con-
gressman. Llamanzares is a 
neophyte senator elected in 
2013.
6. Chief executive experi-
ence – Duterte is Davao City 
Mayor for more than 20 years. 
Llamanzares has none.
7. Campaign donors – Duterte 
only accepts donations from 
the people. Danding Cojuang-
co, who was known as the 
“King of Cronies” during the 
kleptocratic Marcos regime, 
reputedly finances Llamanza-
res’ campaign.
8. Presidential theme – Du-
terte will fight corruption, 
criminals, and drug traffick-
ers. Llamanzares said that she 
would continue what Fernan-
do Poe Jr. (FPJ) had started, 
which makes one wonder: 
Other than acting, what had 
FPJ started that has to do with 
good governance?

Election fraud
Guns-Goons-GoldI don’t have 
to convince my readers whom 
I believe would make a better 
President and Commander-
in-Chief between Duterte 
and Llamanzares? But in a 
democracy, whoever gets the 
majority of the votes wins.
But here is the rub: In most 
presidential elections since 
1946 when the Philippines be-
came a republic, various forms 
of election cheating were 
used. In the early years of the 
republic, vote-buying and the 
infamous “flying voters” were 
keys to winning the election. 
Then, cheating became more 
sophisticated with the use of 
dagdag-bawas (add-subtract) 
system where electoral results 

were manipulated to give fa-
vored candidates majority of 
the votes with the connivance 
of Commission on Elections 
(Comelec) officials. During 
the 1960s, election-cheating 
took a quantum leap when 
“Guns, Goons, and Gold” (3 
Gs) became the rule rather 
than the exception.

Electronic vote-counting
Duterte-rally.1But elections 
in 2010 changed all that. 
Well, “3 Gs” was still popu-
lar in intimidating, terroriz-
ing, and bribing the voters. 
However, the introduction of 
the automated Precinct Count 
Optical Scan (PCOS) vote-
counting machine improved 
the speed with which votes 
were counted and tabulated. 
Assuming that the PCOS 
machines were programmed 
correctly and insulated from 
manual manipulation, vote-
counting is reliable.
   But here is the caveat: Like 
any automated system, the 
rule of thumb is GIGO, which 
means “Garbage In, Garbage 
Out.” Although cheating was 
never proven during the 2010 
and 2013 elections, there 
were numerous complaints, 
particularly in the 2013 elec-
tions when a citizens’ group 
claimed that the PCOS ma-
chines were programmed 
to generate what came to be 
known as “60-30-10,” where 
certain candidates were pre-
programmed to get around 
60% of the votes. Thus, the 
pejorative term Hocus-PCOS 
was coined. This also came 
to be known as “electronic 
dagdag-bawas,” which would 
be hard to detect and expose.
   Who-is-the-next-president-
2016In a tight election, a 
small amount of cheating 
could make the difference. 
And this is where Digong and 
Grace have to make an effort 
to stay on top to prevent or 
discourage cheating. Need-
less to say, preventing the 
other candidate from cheat-
ing doesn’t necessarily mean 
that he or she wouldn’t resort 
to cheating. It is not unusual 
for the financiers of a certain 
candidate to resort to cheating 
– without the express knowl-
edge of their candidate – to 
protect their “investments.” 
They know that if their can-
didate loses, they’re not go-
ing to receive “dividends” on 
their capital. Is it then fair to 
presume that if there were no 
big-time financiers to a can-
didate then the probability of 
election cheating engineered 
by financiers is virtually nil?
   At the end of the day, while 
money may still reigns su-
preme in an election; there 
are no substitutes to vigilance 
and a strong grassroots cam-
paign. And if you ask me, 
“Can Digong beat Grace?” 
my answer is: With Duterte’s 
ability to draw large and en-
thusiastic crowds anywhere 
he goes, my answer is an un-
qualified “Yes.”
(PerryDiaz@gmail.com)

PerryScope
By Perry Diaz for putting these threats to 

bed with both profession-
alism and discretion. The 
public may rest assured 
that they may go about 
their daily lives without 
fear or unease,” Aquino 
said.
  “However, we want to 
continue to seriously erode 
any ability of the Abu 
Sayyaf to continue to func-
tion. This is the reason we 
are conducting continuing 
operations in Basilan ver-
sus Isnilon Hapilon and his 
sub-leader, Furuji Indama,” 
the President said.
   Aquino vowed to crush 
the Abu Sayyaf before he 
steps down from office in 
June, saying the opportu-
nity to smash the bandit 
group is now within sight.
   Aquino cited reports 
showing the three remain-
ing captives of the Abu 
Sayyaf taken from Samal 
Island in Davao del Norte 
were under the control of 
Radillon Sajiron, who con-
solidated his forces around 
himself and the hostages.

Abus plotted to take Pacquiao, Kris - Noy
   “This presents both a prob-
lem and an opportunity. It 
is a problem because of the 
sizeable force surrounding 
Sajiron and the captives, but 
it is also an opportunity be-
cause smashing these forces 
is within our grasp,” Aquino 
said.
   “This is why intensive oper-
ations are ongoing against the 
(Abu Sayyaf) forces holding 
civilians captive in Sulu,” he 
said.
   Aquino ordered the military 
to exert full efforts to bring 
down the Abu Sayyaf on the 
mission to rescue the hostag-
es while ensuring the safety 
of civilians in the theater of 
operations.
     The government had been 
exerting maximum efforts 
to stop the Abu Sayyaf and 
while casualties were to be 
expected, Aquino said the 
war against the bandit group 
“has to be of utmost impor-
tance.”
   “The men and women in 
our Armed Forces are well-
trained, well-equipped and 
resourceful. I have full trust 
and confidence in them,” the 

President said.
   “We will not stop until the 
threat they pose to our com-
munities is ended.”
The next president’s problem
  The military came under 
increased pressure to rescue 
more than 20 foreign hos-
tages still held by the Abu 
Sayyaf after the beheading of 
John Ridsdel, one of two Ca-
nadians and two others held 
hostage by the bandit group.
   The troops, however, find 
it difficult to succeed without 
endangering the remaining 
captives.
   But instead, Aquino said 
the bandits “galvanized us 
even further” to ensure jus-
tice would be meted out and 
the other hostages would be 
freed.
   In a statement following 
the beheading of Ridsdel that 
outraged Canada, Aquino said 
the Abu Sayyaf thought “they 
could instill fear in us” by 
murdering people and terror-
izing the whole population.
    The President said he sent a 
letter expressing condolences 
to the family of Ridsdel last 
Tuesday. 

A HERO ON CARING FOR OUR HEROES
limited to caregiving,  He 
founded the  Filipino Vet-
erans Recognition and 
Education Project which 
aims to educate the public 
about the Filipino soldiers 
who fought during WWII 
and to seek recognition of 
their sacrifices through the 
Congressional Gold Medal 
Award.

During World War II, the  
Philippines was a Com-
monwealth of the United 
States.   -On July 26, 1941, 
as tensions with Japan rose 
in the Pacific, President 
Franklin D. Roosevelt 
called into the service of 
the United States all the 
organized military forces 
of the Philippines.  -Thus 
the United States Forces 
in the Far East (USAFFE) 
was established with Ma-
nila designated as the com-
mand headquarters. -The 
USAFFE included the 
Philippine Scouts, Philip-
pines Constabulary, New 
Philippine Scouts, Philip-
pine Commonwealth Army 
and Recognized Guerrilla 
Units.  -On December 20, 
1941, President Roosevelt 
signed a law which al-
lowed Filipinos in the 
United States to enlist in 
the Armed Forces which 
led to the formation of the 
1st and 2nd Filipino Infan-
try Regiments.  -More than 
200,000 Filipino soldiers 
fought in World War II.  An 
estimated 18,000 soldiers 
are still living in the U.S. 
and Philippines.  -Filipinos 
participated in the war out 
of national pride as well 
as out of a commitment to 
the allied world’s struggle 
against fascism.   

From page 2    The Rescission Acts of 
1946 passed by Congress re-
versed the promise made by 
President Roosevelt and de-
nied benefits to the Filipino 
Soldiers for their wartime 
service. BOTTOM LINE  - 
Public awareness of the con-
tributions of the Filipino sol-
diers during WWII is scant or 
nonexistent. There has been 
no formal declaration by the 
United States to  recognize 
their dedicated services and 
selfless  sacrifice. 
   Thus we are asking com-
munity support  to seek ap-
proval for the U.S. Congress 
to award a Congressional 
Gold Medal to the Filipino 
soldiers.  
   There is a number of sig-
natures that are needed in 
both Senate and House for 
Congress to agree to mint the 
Gold Medal and this has to be 
met by October, the deadline 
set.
    Assemblymenber Rob Bon-
ta has sponsored an Assembly 
Joint Resolution support-
ing The Congressional Gold 
Medal Award urging congress 
to pass their respective bills.  
Honorable Christopher Ca-
baldon, Mayor of West Sacra-
mento, will also be presenting 
this to the Mayor’s Council.  
We had the honor to have 
both Bonta and Cabaldon-
present at Taguba’s town hall 
meeting.  As of this writing, 
House Representative Doris 
Matsui signed off on the bill 
in support.
   Cecilia Gaerlan, Executive 
Director of Bataan Legacy 
Historical Society, has been 
organizing support for her 
work with the California 
Department of Education to 
implement California Legis-
lation AB199, which aims to 
include the role of the WWII 

Filipino soldiers in the histo-
ry/social sciences curriculum 
framework for Grade 10 and 
11 in California.
   Both General Taguba and 
Cecilia Gaerlan work togeth-
er to achieve their goals. They 
wish to urge our support.  We 
are happy to report that the 
Sacramento Delta Chapter 
of Filipino American Na-
tional Historical Society has 
pledged their support of ac-
tion items required to imple-
ment AB 199.  
   With an October deadline to 
get all the required signatures 
in, there is movement in the 
community to get organized 
to make sure the Congressio-
nal Gold Medal is minted. 

The visit of General Taguba 
has certainly left us with a 
sense of urgency both for fac-
ing up (1) to the time that we 
will need care in our old age 
and need to plan for that time 
with our families and (2) fast 
approaching October deadline 
to get all required signatures 
to approve the Congressional 
Gold Medal Award for our 
WWII Filipino veterans.
   We thank Filipino American 
Veteran’s Association (FAVA) 
through its President, Richard 
Weitzenberg and Magellan 
Post 604, through Command-
er Rafanan for welcoming the 
community to the Taguba’s 
Town Hall Meeting at the 
Filipino American Veteran’s 
Memorial Hall with a patriot-
ic program and a sumptuous 
merienda buffet.  
   Without the local sponsor-
ship of FAVA and Magellan 
Post 604, I do not think we 
would have had the fortune to 
have a hero in our midst.

By Cynthia Bonta
cynbonta@comcast.net
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can Legion Magellan Post 604 
caps, my band of brothers, vet-
erans and legionnaires Alfred 
Aquino and Joe Gonzalez, ac-
companied me to the dais. We 
thanked the Pasquil Foundation 
for inviting us veterans to do this 
honor, then reminded everyone 
who were still holding on to their 
electronic devices, to please let 
go (unhand their devices) for the 
pledge.  Removing our headgear 
and facing the flag, we recited the 
31 word pledge accompanied by 
the echoes of other voices.

After the invocation by Rever-
end Fel Ursos, Mona Pasquil’s 
siblings--Gigi Ferrari and Danny 
Pasquil-- welcomed everyone to 
the launching of their family’s 
Foundation.  They introduced 
their family members and then 
shared some of the family’s histo-
ry, starting with a grandfather who 
was a member of the Philippine 
Scout turned U.S. military way 
back in the early 1900s.  There 
were precious happy moments 
as well as tearful times, narrated 
emotionally by Gigi.  Gigi con-
cluded sharing her family’s story 
by gifting us with a beautiful 
song, appropriately titled “Wind 
beneath My Wings.”

The 28th Chief Justice of Cali-
fornia, the Honorable Tani Gorre 
Cantil-Sakauye, delivered inspir-
ing words blended with a tremen-
dous amount of love and respect 
for the first recipient of the Pas-
quil Foundation’s Bayani Award, 
Cynthia Bonta.

Cynthia thanked the Foundation 
for this recognition, acknowledg-
ing that her involvement with the 
Philippine National Day Associa-
tion and the Outstanding Filipino 
Youth Award contributed im-
mensely to reach this point.   She 
is proud to be recognized as an 
activist, an agent of change.  She 
admitted being thankful that her 
experience with demonstrating 

The Pasquil Family Foundation Inaugural Gala

and picketing outside, hoping to 
capture the attention of the Califor-
nia legislature, is no longer neces-
sary as much as before.  She raised 
a son who followed her path to ac-
tivism but somehow transformed 
the methods of her activism.  Her 
son, State Assembly Member Ron 
Bonta, now has the opportunity of 
recommending changes, within the 
Assembly chambers of the State 
Capitol.  Cynthia was quick to 
thank the supporters of her son for 
his rise to his current position.

Annie Lam, the Executive Direc-
tor of the California API Legisla-
tive Caucus Institute, gushed with 
pride as she introduced the second 

recipient of the Bayani Award, apl.
de.ap.  As we all know, apl.de.ap is 
a famous member of the world re-
nowned hip hop group, the Black 
Eyed Peas.  Apl’s approach to his 
story was very touching, starting 
off with his humble beginnings 
as a boy in a town called Sapang 
Bato in the Philippines.  He shared 
a little known fact that he always 
had vision problems.  It was hard 
in school growing up when he 
couldn’t see what was written on 
the board.  He recalled his boy-
hood chore of taking care of their 
family’s water buffalo.  So when 
he finally made it to the top with 
the Black Eyed Peas, people were 
impressed when he shared the 

water buffalo story.  They’d say 
something like, “Wow, alp had 
a pet bison!”  Anyway, now that 
he has made it, he has done some 
work to give back like buying a 
building in the Philippines and 
turning it into a computer lab for 
poor children, just one of his many 
donations.
   The aforementioned recipients 
have some things in common—
great work ethic, tenacity, stick-to-
it-ness, and positivity.  The most 
common trait is their strong desire 
to help those who need help. 

Before ending the evening, two 
brothers--Rylan Ladion--sang 
Straight up & Price Tag.  Apl 

joined the two brothers ending 
with a rap rendition of Where is 
the Love that moved everyone to 
stand up and feel the music.  When 
the music ended, the roar of the 
crowd may have equaled the ear-
ly evening’s rolling thunder and 
lightning.

Mona Pasquil smiled, thanked 
everyone as she waved goodbye 
and goodnight to everyone.  The 
inauguration of the Pasquil Family 
Foundation will be remembered 
as special, because of bayanis like 
the Pasquils, the Bontas, and the 
Black Eyed Pea.     
  

From  page 1
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about her. When she was 
Congresswoman, she had to 
attend the regular sessions 
at the Congress in Quezon 
City. Every week, she would 
ride a bus – yes a bus – to 
go home to Naga City, Ca-
marines Sur. There are now 
many who are saying that 
she will change her lifestyle 
since she is now a national 
celebrity. It is to Leni’s 
credit that she understands 
the siren song of power and 
fame. And this is what she 
said in a recent debate:

“ Gabi gabi po nagdadasal 

Leni Robredo: The impossible dream
ako na bigyan ako ng sapat 
na lakas para po patuloy na 
magsilbi nang matapat. (Ev-
ery night I pray that I will 
be given the strength to con-
tinue to live a simple life so 
I can continue serving with 
sincerity.)”
   Seven months ago, when 
she started her quest, Leni 
Robredo had a rating of 
one percent and was ranked 
sixth out of six vice presi-
dential candidates. Today, 
she is the leading candidate 
in the latest vice presidential 
surveys.
   The Impossible Dream was 
the favorite song of Ninoy 

Aquino and Evelio Javier.  
When I think of Leni Ro-
bredo quest I remember 
one stanza that said: “To 
fight for the right/ Without 
question or pause/To be 
willing to march into Hell / 
for a Heavenly cause.”
  From the same song, I am 
sure that the Philippines 
“will be better for this that 
one woman...strove with 
her last ounce of courage 
to reach the unreachable 
star.”

Leni Robredo for Vice 
President of the Philip-
pines.

From page 2
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Up until a few weeks ago, 
vice presidential candi-
date Congresswoman Ma-

ria Leonor “Leni” Robredo was 
behind in the polls. Way ahead 
of her then were Senators Fran-
cis “Chiz” Escudero and Ferdi-
nand “Bongbong” Marcos Jr. who 
were at a statistical dead heat.  
But the latest polls surprised a lot 
of the power brokers who have 
shrugged her off as a “spoiler.”  
Not anymore.  Indeed, if the elec-
tions were held today, she’d win 
over Bongbong and Chiz, which 
makes one wonder: Why the sud-
den voters’ interest in Leni?  

This is a complicated situation 
because first of all, Leni is paired 
with Liberal Party (LP) standard 
bearer Manuel “Mar” Roxas II 
who is perceived as a weak lead-
er.  And secondly, she’s up against 
two formidable vice presidential 
candidates, Marcos and Escudero, 
whose campaigns are being bank-
rolled by some of the wealthiest 
families and oligarchs.  While 
Bongbong is presumed to have 
unrestricted access to the Marcos 
family wealth, Chiz is supported 
by a group of mega-billionaires 
led by Eduardo “Danding” Co-
juangco Jr. and Ramon Ang.  Co-
juangco is the Chairman of San 
Miguel Corporation (SMC), the 
largest food and beverage cor-
poration in the Philippines and 
Southeast Asia; and Ang is SMC 
Vice-Chairman and Chief Op-
erating Officer.  By comparison, 
Leni doesn’t have rich and pow-
erful groups that can match her 
rivals’ financiers.  That’s a double 
whammy – nay, triple whammy! 
-- that she had to overcome to win 
the vice presidency.  As it stood 
then, Leni couldn’t win, not even 
in her dreams.   Yes, it was that 
bad.

Leni’s rise
But she proved the pundits wrong.  
In September 2015, Leni’s rating 
was 5%. Today, it’s 26% with just 
three weeks to Election Day.  By 

Leni Robredo: “May the best woman win”

comparison, Bong-
bong’s ratings -- 
after shooting up 
to the 25% range 
last January -- have 
stagnated, which 
seems to suggest 
that he may have 
reached his high-
est rating.  On the 
other hand, Chiz’s 
ratings were like 
shooting stars.  He 
started with 20% 
in September 2015 
and had gone up 
as high as 30% by 
November.  But evidently, he had 
reached the apex of his campaign; 
it has been downhill since then.  
Today, Leni and Bongbong are at 
a statistical dead heat, with Chiz 
running behind Bongbong at 18%.  
[Note: these numbers may vary 
a little in other surveys but their 
rankings are pretty much in line 
with the numbers reflected here.]
   Leni’s phenomenal rise brings 
to the forefront of debate the 
question: What are the factors 
that contributed to her success in 
beating the odds?  In my opin-
ion, Leni’s rise happened when 
presidential candidate Sen. Grace 
Poe-Llamanzares’ ratings plum-
meted.  That happened last March 
when Grace’s ratings reached the 
highest at around 30%.  Then her 
numbers started going down while 
Davao City Mayor Rodrigo Du-
terte’s ratings started to go up.  By 
the end of March, Duterte became 
the frontrunner as Grace’s ratings 
began to fall.
   By the looks of it, the presiden-
tial race will be won by either Du-
terte or Llamanzares.  However, 
Duterte’s campaign is winning a 
lot of the supporters of Vice Presi-
dent Jejomar Binay whose ratings 
have slid down to 14% today from 
30% last January.  And with the 
upward trend of Duterte’s ratings, 
a “bandwagon effect” takes hold 
attracting those who abandoned 
Binay’s sinking ship and jumping 
into Duterte’s bandwagon.

Leni vs. Bongbong

In the case of the vice presidential 
contest, it appears that it is going 
to be a tight race between Leni and 
Bongbong.  But like a horse race, 
whoever takes the inner position 
in the final lap would have the ad-
vantage of beating the other in a 
photo finish, with the victor win-
ning by a nose.
   And this is where organization 
and money matter.  Organization-
ally, Leni has an advantage be-
cause of the Liberal Party’s top-
to-bottom infrastructure, from the 
President down to the more than 
40,000 village councils – baran-
gays – that the LP administration 
controls.  Bongbong, although a 
member of the Nacionalista Party 
(NP), is running as an independent.  
Two other NP members, Senators 
Alan Peter Cayetano and Antonio 
Trillanes IV, are also running for 
vice president.  Bongbong has to 
rely on his own political network 
that includes the Kilusang Bagong 
Lipunan (KBL), or New Society 
Movement, which was founded by 
his father and namesake, the late 
President Ferdinand E. Marcos. 
However, since the ouster of Mar-
cos and dismantling of his author-
itarian regime, the KBL became 
politically insignificant, a relic of 
the dark days of a bygone era. 
   But Bongbong’s main strength 
is his family’s financial empire.  
Although, the public and the gov-
ernment know not much about 
the alleged Marcos wealth, it is 
presumed to have been the source 

of his campaign 
funds.  And this 
is where he has 
an overwhelm-
ing advantage 
over Leni.  Like 
any campaign for 
political office, 
money talks.  
The more money 
he funnels into 
his campaign, the 
louder his mes-
sage is heard. 
   However, Leni 
seems to be un-
perturbed by 

Bongbong’s financial advantage.  
She is a lawyer, holds an Econom-
ics degree from the University of 
the Philippines, a social activist, 
and currently serving her first 
term as the representative of the 
Third District of Camarines Sur 
to the Philippine House of Repre-
sentatives, which she reluctantly 
ran for -- and won -- in the 2013 
elections beating Nelly Favis-
Villafuerte, who belongs to the 
politically powerful Villafuerte 
family dynasty. 

Jesse’s legacy
While Leni is politically savvy, 
her election victory would be a 
testament to the legacy of her pop-
ular husband, the late Secretary of 
the Interior and Local Govern-
ment Jesse Robredo who served 
under the Aquino administration 
from 2010 until his death in 2012.  
Prior to his national prominence, 
Jesse Robredo served six terms as 
Mayor of Naga City.  He was also 
elected President of the League 
of Cities of the Philippines, the 
influential national association of 
city mayors.  In 2000, he was rec-
ognized and awarded the Ramon 
Magsaysay Award for Govern-
ment Service.  

After the death of her husband, 
Leni kept a low profile.  But Fate 
pushed her to the limelight when 
she reluctantly accepted a draft to 
be the LP’s vice presidential nom-
inee after President Aquino failed 
to convince Grace Poe-Llamanza-

res to fill the spot.   As the Aqui-
no’s second choice, it didn’t take 
long for Leni to learn the ropes of 
running for national office.  Le-
ni’s performance at the two vice 
presidential debates last April 10 
and April 17 proved her mettle as 
a candidate to be reckoned with.  
Her ratings improved consider-
ably putting her ahead in the race.  
After the second debate, 33% of 
the 1,200 viewers polled voted 
Leni as the “best performer” of 
the debate.  Chiz garnered 28%.  
But Bongbong was a no-show, 
which proved to be a bad thing 
for him. Truth be told, his ratings 
went down by several percentage 
points.  As they say in politics, 
“Out of sight, out of mind.”

Women’s vote
It’s quite interesting to note that 
during the first debate, Leni was 
voted the best among women re-
spondents with 35%, which begs 
the question:  Is women’s vote a 
factor in winning the election?  
I am inclined to say, “Yes, with 
qualification.”  I believe it is how 
women voters perceive the candi-
dates.   In the case of Grace Poe-
Llamanzares, there seems to be a 
disconnect with the women voters 
because of the way she handled 
the citizenship and residency is-
sues against her.  Although the 
Supreme Court ruled in her favor 
on the disqualification petitions 
filed against her, a lot of vot-
ers were convinced that she lied.  
And then there is the case of her 
having two social security num-
bers in the U.S.  Her denial didn’t 
seem believable.  And then, there 
is the secrecy about her husband 
Neil Llamanzares’ employment 
with an outfit that does espionage 
work for the CIA and other U.S. 
intelligence agencies.

But it’s her sense of humor that 
endears her to voters.  During the 
first debate, Leni teased her five 
rivals for the vice presidency, say-
ing: “May the best woman win.”  
She was the only woman among 
the six candidates.  Touché!
(PerryDiaz@gmail.com) 
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By Dr. R. Carado Dizon

“Nature, in a word, is at our dispo-
sition and we are called to exercise 
stewardship over it.
   Yet so often we are driven by 
greed and by the arrogance of do-
minion, possession, manipulation 
and exploitation; we do not pre-
serve nature, nor do we respect it 
or consider it a gracious gift we 
must care for and set at the service 
of our brothers and sisters includ-
ing future generations”.
— Pope Francis, Message for World 
Day of Peace, January 1, 2014.

Modesto, California Central Valley. 
Drought, the absence of rain over a 
prolonged period, is the root cause 
of the water crisis now going on in 
California. It is now on its fourth 
year in the Golden State. According 
to California Governor Edmund G. 
“Jerry” Brown, Jr., it has “reached 
crisis proportions “after a winter of 
record low snowfalls. That is why 
the honorable governor, on April 
1, 2015, in an Executive Order, has 
directed the State Water Resources 
Control Board (SWRCB) to impose 
a mandatory 25 per cent reduction, 
from 2013 levels, in the state’s 
water supply. This new mandate is 
directly addressed to the 400 lo-
cal Water Supply Agencies which 
serve 90 percent of California’s 
residents over the coming years. 
These water agencies, in turn, will 
be responsible for coming up with 
restrictions for the cutback and for 
monitoring compliance. The spe-
cifics on how this cutback will be 
achieved are being left to the water 
agencies to propose, based on the 
new SWRCB guidelines. Governor 
Brown made the official announce-
ment and order declaration in Phil-
lips, a piedmont village on the Si-
erra Nevada mountain range, where 
the annual snowpack is measured 
every start of the month of April. 
Snow packs store the waters that 
fall as snow during winter months 
and release these same when they 
melt during the spring thaw. Snow 
packs on the Sierra Nevada are the 
largest storehouses of surface wa-
ter. In a typical year, the mea sure 
in Phillips is around five or six feet 
of snow. Now it is just five percent 
of the historical average. The previ-
ous low was set last year at 25 per-
cent. “We are standing on dry grass. 
And we would be standing on five 
feet of snow. We are on a historic 
drought”, Gov. Jerry was heard to 
remark. “The idea of your nice little 
green lawn getting watered every 
day, that’s going to be a thing of the 
past”, he warned in a manner filled 
with his rough-hewn candidness 
(Wolfson/Newsweek, 05-01-2015).
   
The governor’s water use reduc-
tion order has virtually reignited 
the on-going undeclared “Water 
Wars” or Rivalry for the use of the 
diminishing waters in California. 
The main Issue in this competition 
for the state’s most precious natural 
resource: Water and the Rights to 
its Use. It has pitted farmers against 
ci ty dwellers; big farmers versus 
small ones; northern communities 
against communities down south; 
Republicans versus Democrats, etc. 
Way back in 1967, the Democratic 
state legislature under the elder 
Governor Edmund G. Brown, Sr., 

Water Rights and “Water Wars” in California
established the State 
Water Resources Con-
trol Board (SWRCB) 
to “exercise the adjudi-
catory functions of the 
state in the field of Wa-
ter Resources” (Calif. 
Water Code, Sections 
174-175). Conflicts 
between protagonists 
are first resolved in 
the SWRCB. Deci-
sions from here are ap-
pealed at either of two 
venues: For cases involving ques-
tions of Facts, in the State Appel-
late Courts, or, for those involving 
questions of Law, to the California 
Supreme Court.

The “Water Wars” coinage was first 
used by Mike Dunbar, in his com-
mentaries being published in The 
Modesto Bee daily newspaper. Dun-
bar, himself the Opinion Editor of 
the Bee, commenting on the Water 
crises then, wrote, “Get ready for 
a water war in the valley ... In the 
name of helping an endan gered fish, 
the state takes 40 percent of water 
flowing down the Tuolumne, Stan-
islaus and Merced ri vers and send it 
to the Sacramento and San Joaquin 
Delta leaving a third less for irriga-
tion ... Farmers start pumping more 
groundwater for their trees and 
vines. After a couple of droughts, 
there isn’t enough groundwater left 
and trees and vines begin dying. 
Meanwhile, south valley farmers get 
guaranteed deli veries from gigantic 
pumps near Sacramento. With this 
reliable supply their trees and vines 
flourish, their land prices rise, and 
they make huge profits where there’s 
no competition from nut farmers to 
the north. It’s a nightmare from 
Merced to Manteca” (modbee.com/
opinion, 07-14-2014).
   Barely two months after Governor 
Jerry’s Order was announced, in ear-
ly June 2015, Farmers Group in the 
Byron-Bethany Irrigation District 
protested openly in Sacramento. At 
the same time they filed a Suit in 
the State Superior Court protesting 
too much water cutback. They point 
to more than $ 65 million in crop 
losses and more than 500 jobs lost 
unless the water is turned back the 
soonest... this is hap pening in the 
middle of the growing season, so 
it couldn’t come more on a worse 
time’, declared a spokesman for the 
district. Their tomatoes and alfalfa 
crops are still in the fields, and are 
likely to be wiped out if they don’t 
get watered enough. However, the 
court ruled that the SWRCB no-
tice of cut off and of a similar cut-
fl against the district and five other 
similar districts in the Central Valley 
consti tuted a “Taking” of the farm-
ers’ rights. The court temporarily 
suspended the enforcement of the 
order. Nonetheless, the water board 
issued a statement on the week end-
ing July 10, 2015, commenting that 
the judge’s ruling was “limited in 
scope”, and that it concerns only 
the form of its curtailment notice. 
The cut-off was justified. The right 
to the water claimed by the district 
was within the range for which the 
board has determined, “no water 
was available up to this time” (The 
Wall St. Journal, 07-13-2015). Only 
recently also, The West Side Irriga-
tion District was demanded by the 
SWRCB that it stop delivering wa-

ter to its customers. This is because 
the district is in violation of drought 
restrictions by pumping wa ter from 
the Old River in the Sacramento-San 
Joaquin River Delta, after not being 
told to. Apparently, although dozens 
of irrigation districts and thousands 
of farms have been warned that riv-
ers and creeks are too low to tap, 
none had seen a cease and desist or-
der with a $ 10,000-a-day Fine.
   California Water Rights and some 
Correlated Water Laws The Ran-
dom House Dictionary (1969 un-
abridged edition) defines Laws as 
any written or positive Rules or col-
lection of rules prescribed under the 
authority of the state or nation, or by 
people in the Constitu tion. The state 
constitution is the fundamental law 
upon which the state of California is 
governed. A Right accordingly, is a 
Just Claim or Title which is due to 
anyone by a just claim and lawful 
Guarantee. Thus, water rights and 
other rights in the Bill of Rights are 
rights legally guaranteed to Califor-
nia citizens by the constitution of 
the state of California.
   The first California constitution of 
1849 was established by the people 
of California in a general election 
cum referendum/ratification held in 
Monterey (then the state’s capital) 
on November 13, 1849. The same 
constitution was submitted by the 
state representatives to the U.S. 
Federal Congress for admis sion as 
a new state in the newly organized 
United States of America (USA). 
On September 9, 1850, or just ten 
months later, California was admit-
ted as the 31st state of the Union. 
This virtually changed the Political 
Climate of the state: from a govern-
ment where revolution and disorder 
were the rule, law and order the 
exception; to a “Republican gov-
ernment of laws and not of men”. 
Quite interestingly, the right to the 
use of water was already expressly 
provided in Section 3 of the Admis-
sion Act as one of the condi tions for 
admittance. It states that, “All navi-
gable waters within the said state 
shall be common high ways and 
forever free, as well as to the inhab-
itants of said state as to citizens of 
the United States, with out any tax, 
impact or duty therefore”.
   The first constitution was short. 
It contained just 12 articles. Expect-
edly, it was not satisfactory to all the 
people. That is why from 1880 to 
1940 inclusive, there were amend-
ments proposed to 730 sections of 
the first constitution, of which 343 
were adopted and 390 rejected. 
Some later amendments were mo-
difications of some original provi-
sions by several statutory laws (laws 
enacted by the state legislature) and 
case laws or decisions made by the 
courts, which were based , when 
appropriate, on other state and fed-
eral constitutions (Hundley, 2001).

More amendments to 
the constitution may be 
proposed by a member 
of the state assembly or 
the senate. If a majority 
of both houses approve 
the amendment then it is 
recorded in the journals 
until the next legislature 
is elected. If the major-
ity of both houses of the 
next legislature approve 
the amendment, then 
it is voted upon by the 

people of the state in a refe rendum. 
Approval of the amendment should 
be by a majority of the people of 
the state (Article X, First California 
state Constitution). Article X in the 
most recent and current constitution 
has an entirely dif ferent provision. 
It embodies instead the state’s water 
rights and the beneficial use of water. 
The arti cle and its seven correspond-
ing sections are a latter-day adoption 
dated way back on June 8, 1976. 
The seven sections include: Sect. 1, 
the state’s right of eminent domain, 
Section 2, Riparian rights, Sect. 3, 
Tidelands, Sect. 4, Access to navi-
gable waters, Sect. 5, State control of 
water use, Section 6. Compensation 
for water loss, and Sect. 7, Acquisi-
tion of real property in conformance 
to water laws. The California gov-
ernment grants property owners the 
rights to use water, not to possess or 
hoard it. This is because water is both 
a basic necessity of life and essential 
to all economic activities. However, 
legal water use also entails specific 
obligations. Holders of water rights 
must not adversely affect the rights 
of other legal water users or harm the 
environment.
   To fulfill its regulatory functions, 
the SWRCB also issues permits for 
the use of water coming from the 
state-owned water resources par-
ticularly the huge State Water Proj-
ect (SWP). Ironically, it was the el-
der governor Pat Brown (the father 
of the present governor) who was 
mainly responsible for establishing 
the SWP on July 10, 1959. Financed 
by a $ 1.5 billion Water Bond guar-
anteed loan fund, the SWP in cludes 
big and small dams that store waters 
from the state’s major and minor riv-
ers. The waters so stored are deliv-
ered through a network of concret-
ized canals and laterals notably the 
444-mile-long Cali fornia Aqueduct. 
This particular waterway distributes 
water from north in the Central val-
ley to as far south as San Diego near 
the Mexican border. The big Oroville 
dam for one, holds back water from 
the Feather River, a tributary of the 
mighty Sacramento in the northern 
Sierra Nevada mountain range. It 
impounds more than nine million 
acre feet (9 MAF) of water in its 235-
meter high hydro-electric dam, the 
highest in continental USA. (An acre 
foot equals 326,000 gallons of wa-
ter). From the other smaller dams an 
additional 5 MAF of water is avail-
able. Thus the SWP provides enough 
water to irrigate some 755,000 acres 
of the state’s farmlands (National 
Geographic, April 2010). Altogether, 
this gargantuan state water project 
serves 23 million Californians in 
terms of clean or recycled water for 
households and factories, water for 
crop irrigation and cheap electricity.

Part II - California Water Rights
At present, the SWRCB recognizes 

four different kinds of water rights 
in California. This include’ Ripar-
ian, Appropriative, Descriptive and 
Overlying Rights.

1.Riparian right. Before 1848, the 
Riparian Doctrine was one of the 
doctrinal basis of rights to the use 
of water in the then Alta California 
territory. This is also a constituent 
part of the Old English common 
law. After the admission of the state 
to the USA in 1850, the state legis-
lature adopted the old English com-
mon law as the basic framework 
for riparian right in the state. Quite 
simply, the riparian law provides 
that a person owning land bordering 
a navigable stream owns the bed of 
the stream up to its thread or middle 
line and may make a reasonable 
use of its waters. Riparian rights 
therefore, are rights to divert, use 
and enjoy waters from a stream that 
abuts your landed property, your 
real estate. In other words, if you 
own a land that has a stream next to 
or running through it, you probably 
have riparian rights to divert water 
from the same stream and use it to 
grow crops or for other purposes 
specific to your pro perty. Here in 
California, riparian rights are held 
in common by all landowners along 
a stream or river. They have what 
you may call “correlative rights” 
with respect to each other, i.e. they 
also own a right to use a percentage 
of the flow of the stream every year, 
a percentage that doesn’t change. In 
dry years however, they must take 
less from the stream according to 
the riparian doctrine, in S. D. Cal. 
101 F Sup., (1951).
   Riparianism adheres to the prin-
ciple that no one would acquire a 
property right to the corpus or body 
of the water itself, only to its use. 
It also emphasizes location and 
mere legal position (i.e. owning 
some piece of land through which 
a stream flowed) as a prime con-
sideration in establishing a water 
right. It guarantees owners of land 
bordering a stream the full natural 
flow, less only what is needed up-
stream to satisfy domestic needs, 
including the watering of livestock 
but did not authorize withdrawals 
for agri culture. Riparian owners’ 
rights are equal in that all could 
use the water so long as they did 
not impair the rights of other ripar-
ians. The California Supreme Court 
has established that riparian right 
holders have priority for divert-
ing water over most if not all ap-
propriative rights holder. Yet they 
could not divert as much water as 
they wanted whenever they wished. 
Use did not create the right but non-
use did not terminate it. Location 
alone determined the right which 
simply resided in the ownership of 
the land bor dering the stream (U.S. 
v. Public Utility District, S.D. Cal. 
101 Sup.298, 1951). Two important 
limitations of riparian rights should 
be noted. First, the right does not 
extend to seasonal storage of water, 
i.e. col lecting of water in a reservoir 
during times of surplus, for use dur-
ing times of deficiency. Second, this 
right is part and parcel of riparian 
land and cannot be transferred for 
use in other lands (Hundley, 2001).

2. Appropriative rights. The con-
Continued on next page
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ceptual framework in this kind of 
right is whomever got the claim 
first, got to work it first, and whom
ever diverted the water to work the 
claim first had priority over claim
ants who claim later. Hence, appro
priative rights is summed up by the 
phrase, “First in time, first in right”. 
This is what the court ruled in Irwin 
v. Shaw, 5 Cal. 140 (1855). One 
component of this right that distin
guishes it from riparian right is the 
obligation by the appropriator to 
show due diligence in working their 
claim and using the water in it. They 
cannot just lodge a claim and then 
simply sit on it. The California civil 
code of 1872 contained a provision 
for forfeiture of appropriation right 
by reason of non-use. When an ap
propriator or his successor in inter
est cease to use the appropriation 
for some beneficial purpose, the 
right ceased. This is corollary to 
due diligence in applying water to 
beneficial use in order to initially 
perfect the right, often referred to 
as “ use it or lose it” principle. In 
other words, cessation of the bene-
ficial use meant an end of the right 
thus allowing someone else to use 
the water. This became known as 
the “arid region doctrine” or doc
trine of prior appropriation. This 
doctrine resembled the Hispanic 
law in its emphasis on use as the 
decisive consideration for develop
ing a region or area. Yet, unlike the 
Hispanic practice it grounded water 
rights on personal initiative, not on 
imperial decree. But every so of
ten, conflicts arise between appro
priations versus riparian water right 
holders especially on the interpreta
tion of the essential provisions of 
each right. This is usually brought 
about by a state of confusion on the 
part of the water right holders them
selves in regards to their respective 
entitlements. 
   In another popular case of Lux 
v. Haggin (69 Cal. 255, 1889), the 
court ruled that geography and cli
mate dictated which of the two doc
trines suited: riparian for the humid 
parts of the state, appropriative for 
the arid; and local judges and juries 
with their knowledge of the com
munity should be the ones to decide 
which applied in a given case. Fur
ther, that the usages and customs 
of reasonable men, not precedent 
nor statute, must determine law, 
which if it reflected local standards 
would set the stage for rapid eco
nomic growth and development. 
By the way, the SWRCB may only 
regulate all water rights that were 
initiated after the year 1914. The 
board is only allowed to investigate 
problems with senior water rights 
holder or those that got their wa
ter appropriations before 1914. In 
Smith v. Hawkins, 110 Cal. 122, 
127, (1895), the court held that five 
years of continuous non-use was 
the proper measure of time for for
feiture of an appropriative right.

3. Prescriptive rights. The Califor
nia Impact Network (C-WIN, 2005-
2009), provides a short description 
of this kind of right viz: “Prescrip
tive rights have a long tradition in 
American property law. Many trail 
corri dors and public access to beach
es have been obtained through legal 
prescription — through continued 
and welldocumented usage over 
the rights of property holders. As a 
water right holder (either riparian or 

appropriative) you could lose your 
water rights through “prescription”. 
The situation starts where someone 
using water you might have used. 
If they use it for five years or more 
without you challenging their us
age, they have probably acquired 
their rights to the water through 
prescription”. Clandestine diver
sion of water from a stream in the 
hope that early riparians or appro
priators would either not notice or 
ignore, was a gamble during early 
times (Hundley, 1992). In the case 
of Crandall v. Woods, Cal. 136, 
(1857), the State Supreme Court 
had allowed many farmers to turn 
the gamble into a firm right through 
a device then known as “Adverse 
Prescription”. If irrigators could 
maintain their unauthorized diver
sions for at least five years without 
legal challenge, the right to the wa
ter was theirs. It was a loophole 
that provided many late comers 
with legitimate access to water. At
tempts to take advantage of the law 
in this way more often led to exten
sive litigation that the poor farmers 
could illafford to pursue because 
of the big expenses involved. Nev
ertheless, there were few people 
with enough means to initiate and 
maintain an expensive lawsuit that 
would keep judges busy and water 
attorneys wealthy. It was always 
that way.

4. Overlying rights. Among the 
rights you may acquire when you 
purchase a piece of land in Califor
nia is a right to ground water. This is 
the water beneath the surface of the 
earth that accumulate chiefly from 
rain that filters through the soil. It 
is also the same water that seeps 
into the underground from nearby 
rivers and lakes just lying near or 
adjoining your land. They percolate 
and congregate together into a hard 
pan or underground bedrock in the 
bottom called aquifer. Rights to this 
kind of water are called “Overly
ing Rights” and like riparian rights, 
they are attached to your land and 
at the same time consi dered cor
relative. You own a percentage of 
the percolating waters that exist 
under your land in com mon with 
the other landowners in your neigh
borhood. The state ground water re
serves are enormous. It is estimated 
at about 8 MAF. Some 30 percent 
of this is being used in the state at 
this time-about 1.6 MAF. The min
ing of ground water has accelerated 
throughout the Central Valley since 
the early 1950s mainly because of 
agricultural expansion. In a typical 
1,300 square miles area in the Cen
tral Westside, the volume of pumped 
water has increased from one MAP 
to 1.2 MAF in just a 2-year span 
of time (Hundley, 2001). Federal 
as well as state water experts ac
knowledge this as, “far in excess of 
replenishment”. Drilling rampantly 
causes underground water levels 
to fall. Draining of aquifers, for 
one, creates another hazard above-
ground. As water is pumped and 
pulled from the spongy layer below, 
the ground above collapses creating 
subsidence. Where subsidence is 
worst, the land can sink as much as a 
foot each year. At this point in time, 
in large areas in the Central Valley, 
the land has subsided as much as 
30 feet, as water was pumped out 
by numerous farmers, mostly big 
landowners. Pumping has pro duced 

compacted or “squeezed” aquifers 
that could never again be refilled 
with water, whether from rainfall 
or direct injection, granting there 
is still surplus water available to 
inject. Except in areas where wa
ter rights in a ground water basin 
were settled or adjudicated, ground 
water pumping is still unre gulated 
in California. The consequences 
of unregulated pumping of ground 
water can be seen every where in 
the Central Valley, as far back as 60 
years ago. In the 1930s, water tables 
have fallen from an average of 55 
feet below ground surface to three 
or four times deeper by the 1940s 
to 1950s. As of 2011, the state has 
already lost some eight trillion 
gallons of ground water from its 
overall water re serves, two-thirds 
of this from underground aquifers 
(SWRCB Bulletin 160-198).

Ground water can be subject to cor
relative, appropriative and “mutual 
prescription” rights. Common Law 
recognizes that the paramount right 
to the subterranean supplies of wa
ter belong to the owners of the over
lying land. Land ownership carries 
with it dominion over a wedge ex
tending from the earth’s center into 
space. Since the common law is 
the basic principle for riparianism, 
ground water rights could therefore 
be under the power or authority of 
riparian laws. In the celebrated case 
of Katz v. Walkin Shaw 141 Cal. 
116 (1903), the court held that, if 
there were multiple owners above 
an aquifer, each possessed a cor
relative or reciprocal right to a rea
sonable volume of water. Ground 
water not needed by overlying 
landowners, and hence considered 
surplus, could be acquired by oth
ers through the doc trine of prior 
appropriation, (mentioned before): 
first in time, first in right. In an
other 1949 case of Pasadena v. Al
hambra, 33 Cal. 2d 905 (1949), the 
State Supreme Court sought to in
ject order to a pa tently destructive 
situation by creating the doctrine of 
“mutual prescription”. This princi

ple awarded prescription 
rights to the users of an 
over drafted aquifer and 
established a formula for 
determining the quan
tity of each party’s right. 
This formula called for 
determining each user’s 
highest five years of 
pumping and then re
ducing proportionately 
the uses until the total 

did not exceed the safe yield of the 
aquifer. In August 2000, The Cali
fornia Supreme Court hinted that 
the Judiciary has the authori ty to 
impose order on the chaotic ground 
water situation. This hint carried no 
legal weight though. It was only a 
footnote in the remarks of one of the 
court jurors in the case of Barstow 
v. Mojave Water Agency (2000). 
Still, it suggested a course of ac
tion of considerable significance. 
Thus, “If Californians expect to 
harmonize water shortage with a 
fair allocation of future use, courts 
should have some dis cretion to lim
it the future of ground water use of 
an overlying owner... and reduce to 
a reasonable level the amount the 
overlying user takes from an over 
drafted basin”.
   Meanwhile, small farmers in the 
Central Valley have complained 
about their wells going dry. Last 
year, frightened farmers in the 
Modesto locality have aired their 
concern to the Modesto Bee, a lo
cal news paper. They were directed 
to refer their problems to the county 
government, particularly the Coun
ty Health and Human Services 
Agency. In turn the agency advised 
them to “Dig deeper” and apply for 
a county permit to drill. Yet, more 
problems have cropped up in re
gards to the business of drilling. 
Be cause of the on-going drought, 
drilling permits in the county have 
soared two-fold. Drilling contrac
tors are so swamped with request 
that there is a wait of four to six 
months for a new well. Ignomini
ously, when shallow farm and do
mestic wells dry up the bounty goes 
to those who can afford to dig deep
er. At present, it cost $ 670,000 for 
one used drill that is guaranteed to 
dig up to 2,500 feet into the ground. 
It is also at this depth that ground 
water is guaranteed to be pumped 
out at the rate of at least, a thou sand 
gallons per minute. In this particu
lar situation, the Law of Supply 
and Demand takes over. Only the 
bigtime farmers with deep pockets 
are fit to survive the catastrophic 

drought, one of the vagaries of Cli-
mate Change. It was always that 
way.
   Yet, wise men, from Popes to 
Professors have time and again, es
poused the philosophy that Nature’s 
Bounty shall always be shared alike 
by all creatures great and small. 
Thus, Prof. Dr. Fritz Went, in his 
Research work published in Scien
tific American (1955) wrote, “In the 
desert, where want and hunger for 
water are the normal burden of all 
plants, we find no fierce competi
tion for existence, with the strong 
crowding out the weak. On the 
contrary, the available possession-
space, light, water and food are 
shared and shared alike by all. If 
there is not enough for all to grow 
tall and strong, then all remain 
smaller”. The eminent Dutch Pro
fessor of Ecology and his gradu
ate students from the California 
Institute of Technology (Caltech) 
conducted, in the early 1950s, a 
research study of the ecology of 
desert plants in the most extreme 
desert in the U.S.-Death Valley in 
California.

A wise judge in the famed case of 
H. and W. Omelvanny v. Elisha Jug
gers (2 Hill 634, 1835), carefully 
observed that the streams of water 
are intended for the use and comfort 
of man, and it would be unreason
able and contrary to the universal 
sense of mankind to prevent a ripar
ian proprietor from using the water 
in ways conformable to the usages 
and wants of the community ... and 
not inconsis tent with a likewise rea
sonable use by the other proprietors 
of land of the same stream above 
and below. Determination of rea
sonable use should be left to the jury 
and in each case, the courts have to 
balance the rights of individuals to 
use waterways adjacent to private 
property with the right of others to 
use the same waterways.

The author is a retired Professor of 
Ecology from the Capiz State Uni-
versity in the Philippines. He fin-
ished his Ph.D. 
(Biology) degree 
at the Bowling 
Green State Uni-
versity in Ohio in 
1984.His book, 
“Ecology of the 
Coconut Crop in 
the Philippines” 
was published in 
2004.

Water Rights and “Water Wars” in California

Dr. R. C. Dizon
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The United Federation 
of Filipino-American 
Educators Sacra-

mento and Vicinity Chapter 
(UNIFFIED SVC) had a 
successful ‘Meet and Greet’ 
event on April 16th at Sand-
piper Park in Rancho Cor-
dova, CA.  

Educators representing different 
districts in Sacramento and neigh-
boring regions were in attendance. 
Also present were leaders of other 
Filipino-American organizations 
who showed their support to the 
newly created group. Murray Na-
varro, the Chapter’s President ex-
plains “The UNIFFIED SVC’s 
inception was through the initial 
encouragement of Lumen Casta-
ñeda, Founder and Former Presi-
dent of the National UNIFFIED 

UNIFFIED SVC and community leaders of Filipino-American groups - Dolo-
res Diaz, Eskwela Natin; Perry Diaz, Maharlika Lions; Josie Patria, Filipino 
Women’s Club; Mercedes Guerrero and Aida Azurin; The Filipino Community 
of Sacramento and Vicinity, Inc., and; Ling  Avera, Ilocano Association of Cali-
fornia - who showed their support to UNIFFIED SVC’s first social event (not in-
cluded in the picture are Ginna Guiang-Myers, UNIFFIEDSVC’s Secretary and 
Beatriz Alo, UPAASV and SinagTala). 

Induction of UNIFFIED SVC Officers with Honorable Mayor Christopher Ca-
baldon, City of West Sacramento

United Federation of Filipino-American Educators Sacramento 
and Vicinity Chapter’s Meet and Greet
based in New Jersey under 501(c)
(3) a non-profit organization and 
Ronie Mataquel, Current Na-
tional President. During the 2015 
National Summit in Los Angeles, 
both Castañeda and Mataquel be-
stowed on me their blessings in 
which they promised to support 
Sacramento teachers to organize a 
chapter. Last December 2015, a set 
of officers was elected on the chap-
ter’s Facebook page. UNIFFIED 
Sacramento and Vicinity Chapter 
officially became the 13th chapter 
of UNIFFIED National on March 
18, 2016 upon induction of officers 
by Mayor Christopher Cabaldon 
of West Sacramento.  On April 
16, 2016, a Meet and Greet picnic, 
our FIRST event, was successfully 
held with the help of our officers 
and members and the support of 
community leaders from different 
Filipino-American groups in Sac-
ramento.”  

The UNIFFIED SVC will embark 
on several service-oriented proj-
ects that will promote knowledge 
about the Philippines, its culture 
and traditions. Future activities 
include: 
● Collaboration with Eskwela 
Natin (Our Filipino School). Es-
kwela Natin offers a fun, interac-
tive and unique learning experi-
ence about the rich and diverse 
Filipino culture for children ages 
5 to 12. Everyone is welcome as 
students. Summer Session starts 
May 15 at 12:00 noon.  
● Participation in the 40th Filipi-
no Fiesta Anniversary on June 5th 
at Jose Rizal Community Center. 
Please look for UNIFFIED SVC’s 
booth and support them during 
the parade.  
● Adopt-a-School in the Philip-
pines Project: The project allows 

members to help rural schools in 
the Philippines. UNIFFIED SVC 
will send school supplies, used 
textbooks and curriculum mate-
rials. This year’s target school is 
Malinta Elementary School.  The 
organization is currently ask-
ing for help from the community 
for school supplies donation and 
freight sponsorship. 

For more information about 
UNIFFIED Sacramento and Vi-
cinity Chapter, please visit:
● Facebook Page: UNIFFIED - 
Sacramento and Vicinity Chapter 
(United Federation of Filipino-
American Educators) 
● Website: uniffiedsvc.wordpress.
com
● Instagram: UNIFFIEDSVC
● Email address: UNIFFIEDS-
VC@gmail.com
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Rize All is a local non-
profit organization 
with a goal to enrich 

students with experiences 
that will positively affect 
their current and future lives 
and in turn enhance the com-
munity as a whole. Having 
served over 1000 students 
in the Elk Grove and Sacra-
mento City Unified School 
Districts, the Rize All Pre-
miere show was a celebra-
tion of all that Rize All has 
accomplished in their first 
year alone.

Upon entering, guests are greet-
ed with sights of red and white 
streamers and curtains; the smell 
of scrumptious popcorn and sweet 
cotton candy fill the air while up-
beat modern French swing music 
enlivens the ambiance.  Guests 
can purchase a ticket or two to 
toss beanbags and shoot arrows 
in some carnival style games or 
guess the amount of jellybeans in 
a large glass jar.  It was marvelous 
experience. The lobby was filled 
with fun until attendees were di-
rected to their seats for the main 
program.
   The show portion of the event 
began with a welcome introduc-

tion by Rize All’s founders Amanda 
Newsum and Dane San Pedro.  They 
began the show by performing a daz-
zling segment from their Dance Magi-
cal Show that was filled with techni-
cal dance steps and impossible magic 
tricks.  After wowing the audience with 
their own talents Dane and Amanda 
were very proud to introduce each of 
the high schools’ performances.  All of 
the high schools were simply amazing 
as each school performed a 4-5 min-
ute set of advanced dance movements.    
Later, Jason Magsuci of the Las Vegas 
Jabbawockeez cast came on stage to 
show his contribution back to the com-
munity by speaking and performing 
with many students who he taught via 
intensive workshop just two days prior 
to the show. The show portion conclud-
ed with a mesmerizing set of solos by 
each of the high school’s dance direc-
tors including Coco Huang of Hiram 
Johnson, Page Yang of Luther Burbank, 
Anothony Wei of C.K. McClatchy, fit-
tingly ending with Dane and Amanda, 
directors of John F Kennedy and Rose-
mont. After the show the final portion 
of the event ensued as students went 
head to head in friendly dance com-
petition, the Mad Hatter Dance Battle, 
which was won by Adreanna Colfield 
of JFK who was rewarded with a Star-
bucks prize pack.
   The event was unique in its enjoyable 
offerings and all in attendance were sat-
isfied with the fun they shared.  While 

it is rare to see a non-profit 
organization have accom-
plished so much in its first 
year it is delightful to see 
Rize All to present its ac-
complishments with such 
prestige.  Be sure to not 
miss their future events! For 
more information visit their 
webpage at www.RizeAll.
com

Rize
All

By Dinnah San Pedro

Photos by Dave San Pedro
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Ayden Capri
Salgado

Alysia Mercado

18th Birthday

It was indeed a very special evening to 
celebrate such a beautiful young lady 
on her 18th birthday, Alysia Mercado, 
daughter of Errol and Alita of Elk Grove, 
California. The celebration was held on 
Saturday, April 9, 2016 at the Falls Event 
Center in Elk Grove. Over 300 families 
and friends were in attendance at the big-
gest party in town, filled with laughter, 
dance surprises, and the pride that her 
parents had generously shared, as they 
introduce her to the young adulthood 
with everyone. 

What a fun way to celebrate Ayden’s 
18th birthday hosted by her grandpar-
ents, Fely and Cesar Salgado, along with  
her mom Cherryl  on April 2, 2016, at the 
Holiday Villa Restaurant in Sacramento, 
California.  The emcee was her uncle JR, 
who delivered a welcome remark fol-
lowed by her mom Cherryl’s blessings.  
Ayden makes her dad Michael proud for 
what she has become, as she turns 18, 
full of dreams, and ready to tackle what’s 
ahead, in her young adult life.

Photos by Dave San Pedro
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By Dale Esperante

It seemed only yes-
terday that Chi Rho 
Omicron (XPO) from 
Cal State University 
Sacramento (CSUS) 
led by B.K. Evangelista 
focused on the exterior 
coating of Magellan 
Hall (MH).  Actually 
this happened approxi-
mately a year ago.  The 
painting project by 
XPO made the Veter-
ans hall, though alone 
on its property, appear 
glorious in its solitude.  
It stands out.   Salamat 
again XPO.

Earlier this year, CSUS’ 
Samahang Pilipino/
Kappa Psi Epsilon (Kp-
siE) headed by Rachel Cantor 
reached out to the veterans of 
MH, offering their assistance 
in covering the historic walls of 
Magellan’s interior with a fresh 
coat of paint.  Rachel initially 
contacted the American Legion 
Magellan (ALM) Post 604’s 
2nd vice commander, Joe Gon-
zalez.  Joe briefed the board 
members of ALM Post 604 at a 
meeting a few days later.  The 
gesture of Samahang Pilipino/
KPsiE received unanimous ap-
preciation from all the board 
members.

On 9 April 2016, the members 
of the aforementioned CSUS 
groups not only rolled and 
brushed paint onto the inside 
walls of Magellan Hall, they 
also displayed attentiveness 
and care to the foundation of 
the Sacramento Fil-Am veteran 
community--Magellan Hall.  It 
took approximately seven hours 
of intensive labor to complete 
the painting of the hall’s whole 
interior.  A Special “Maraming 
Salamat” to the following stu-
dents from CSUS:
Rachel Cantor, Desiree Zarco, 

CSUS Samahang Pilipino
Fil Am Students Assist to Veterans

Cathy Deguzman, Brandy Bon-
doc, Ronalyne Ulep, Rinna Pera, 
Davy Nonog, Adrian Legaspi, 
Justice Crisologo, Gabe Manela, 
and Ricky.

For the veterans part, they pro-
vided needed support:  Com-
mander Rick Rafanan, 1st Vice 
Commander Ted Tabarango, 2nd 
Vice Commander Joe Gonzalez 
(Project Manager), Sgt-at-Arms 
Bill Bostock, and Director Bill 
Versoza.  Joe and Bill Bostock did 
the prep work on 7 April.  Early 
Friday morning, Joe and Ted pur-
chased the paint from Lowes be-
cause the store offers a 10 percent 
discount to past and present mili-
tary members.  Bill B, Ted, and 
Joe painted the separate meeting 
room used by the American Le-
gion Auxiliary Magellan Unit 604 
(women’s unit).  The Magellan 
Post and Unit 604 donated monies 
to purchase painting materials and 
other provisions.
   This community project suc-
ceeded due to the synergy between 
generations.  Whatever valuable 
lessons CSUS students are receiv-

ing from their university, 
community outreach and 
service are clearly values 
of interest.  The parents 
of Generation Z (1995-
2012) and Millenials 
(1980-2000) deserve 
credit for their guidance 
and support of their chil-
dren. Yet no matter what 
generation one belongs 
to (Gen Z; Millenials; 
Gen X 1966-1976; Gen 
Y 1977-1994; Boomer 
I 1946-1954; Boomer II 
1955-1965; Silent Pre-
1946), it is the individual 
who must decide which 
path to follow in life.
   The veterans of Ma-
gellan Hall are grate-
ful to receive the very 
best assist from CSUS 

(a relevant example--in the 
NBA this season, Steph 

Curry and the Warriors succeed 
because of assist and teamwork).  
The Boomer Generation I and Si-
lent Generation veterans of The 
American Legion Magellan Post 
604 extend their best and sharp-
est salute to the Generations Z and 
Millenials of Samahang Pilipino 
and KPsiE!  This is a Win for All 
and Magellan Hall!
   
The 70th Anniversary of Magellan 
Hall is fast approaching (2019), 
so this Samahang Pilipino/KpsiE 
painting project aided in getting 
her ready for that platinum an-
niversary.  Though she is a vet-
erans’ hall, she is also the pride 
of our community because of her 
historical significance.  Let us get 
her ready for the platinum—she 
deserves it! Then in 2024, she will 
surely deserve the diamond jubi-
lee (75th).  Thanks to veteran Pat 
Engkabo for sharing that he helped 
prepare the foundation of Magel-
lan Hall in 1949.  Thanks again 
to the aforementioned CSUS stu-
dent organizations who are always 
ready to assist the veterans at 8831 
Gerber Road in Sacramento.
     

Chi Rho Omicron (XPO) from (CSUS)

Pacific Rim Heritage Foundation (PRHF)

Fund Raising Golf  Tournament
July 16, 2016

For the future Filipino Community Center Building

Any question please contact:
Dr. Fred Aquino, PRHF Chairman: 916.914.3106

Guily Fontillas, PRHF Member: 916.362.7541
Joe Gonzalez, PRHF Member: 916.369.7863

Non-profit EIN: 94-3361494 for tax purposes

Retirement

Retirement Party of Johnny Regadio with UP friends on March 26, 2016 at 
West Sacramento

The Golden Hips

Brunch at Janet and Joey Chuidian chateau in Folsom California.
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The Vita Family

Alfredo “Eddie” Cacdac Vita, Jr., 
67, of Lathrop, CA died on April 11, 
2016 with his family by his side due 
to brain cancer/glioblastoma.  Eddie 
was the only son of the late Fred and 
Adel Vita (Founders of UNLUCAI). 
He was born on April 27, 1948, in 
Naguilian, La Union, Philippines. 
He graduated from Naguilian 
Academy High School in 1964 and 
earned a BS in Medical Technology 
from Far Eastern University in 1968.  
He served in the US Army and was 
honorably discharged in September 
1971 with final rank of SP5.  He 
was married to Edna Rabanes on 
Sept. 6, 1970.  They lived together 
in Oakland and Hayward for 36 
years before relocating to Lathrop 
CA. Eddie was a Clinical Laborato-
ry Scientist at San Ramon Regional 
Medical Center and Kaiser Oakland 
Hospital. He was passionate about 
helping the people of his hometown 
of Naguilian in the Philippines and 
funded many medical missions to 

Alfredo “Eddie” Cacdac Vita, Jr.
April 27, 1948-April 11, 2016

Naguilian. He was also the Found-
er and President of the ANNAK ti 
NAGUILIAN, USA.  Eddie loved 
dancing and spending time with his 
grandchildren. He is survived by his 
wife, Edna, three children: Alfred, 
of Lathrop, CA, Albert, of Atlanta, 
GA and Dulce, of San Francisco, 
CA, 6 grandchildren and four sis-
ters: Weveline, of Oakland, CA, De-
lia, of Seattle, WA, Charity, of Sac-
ramento, CA and Elsa, of Torrance, 
CA. A funeral Mass was held at All 
Saints Catholic Church in Hayward, 
CA on April 15, 2016 and he was 
buried at Holy Sepulchre Cemetery 
in Hayward, CA.

CARLITO T. MIGUEL
April 3, 1950 - March 28, 2015

Minda Lacquiao Miguel with family and closed friends at the First Death Anniversary 
celebration of her husband, Lito, held at St. Paul Parish Hall on April 2, 2016 in Sacramento, CA.

Miguel, Carlito T. Beloved father and grandfa-
ther, passed away on Saturday March 28, 2015. 
He was born April 3, 1950 to Pelagio and Narci-
sa Miguel in Urdaneta, Pangasinan Philippines. 
He is surivived by his wife Minda L. Miguel, 
two children Lee Weathers-Miguel and Lorelei 
Miguel-Rossow, his grandchildren, and his sis-
ter Julie Oineza. He had his Bachelor’s degree 
in Accounting and after moving to the America 
he became a splicing technician for Pacific Bell. 
When he retired, he became an Accountant 
again until his passing. 
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Birthdays

MATHEW SABINIANO & Jazzy
APRIL 20

April 28 - May 28, 2016

TESS SANTOS with Dinnah & Levy 
APRIL 27

FELY ESPLANA
MAY 11

APRIL 29/30, 2016 (Fri/Sat) 8pm
REX NAVARRETE -
Live in Sacramento
16 and Over
South Villa Restaurant
7223 55th Street
Sacramento CA
Call 916.812.8436
For Tickets
www.REXNAVARRETE.COM

APRIL 30, 2016 (SAT) 4pm
ANNUAL LUAU
Hui o Hawai’i Sacramento, Inc.
Ohana, Live Music, No Host Bar
Authentic Hawaiian Dinner
Traditional Dance Performance
Ben Ali Shrine Center
3262 Marysville Blvd, 
Sacramento, CA
www.hohsac.org

MAY 23, 2016 (MON) 7pm-8:30PM
My Sister’s House 15th Year
Anniversary Gala
Making Dreams Come True
Crest Theater, K Street, Sacramento
All funds raised will support 
My Sister’s House
916.930.0626

Having a Special Celebration 
or a Company Party?

Call 916-690-4513

Heavenly Food Creations
 “A Full Catering Service”

 heavenlyfoodcreations1@hotmail.com

Rhuena Buentipo
Owner/Operator

License No. 12-00010606

Lucy and Asa
Birthday

Celebration

NATHANIEL NGO
MAY 20

FAINA ABAYA
MAY 18

MARIBETH PARAS
MAY 5LORETO DELMENDO CALLAO

APRIL 22

ARDEN ABELEDA & wife Nelda
MAY 11

JUNE 5, 2016, (SUN) 10-5PM
FILIPINO FIESTA / 40TH YEAR
Free Admission
Jose Rizal Community Center
7230 Florin Mall Dr. Sacramento, Ca
Joe - 916.396.7863
Mercy - 916.266.1923
Lilia - 916.524.8008
Dick - 916.869.7501

Liz Valencia
60th Masquerade 

Birthday Party

Lucy and Asa Takara celebrated their wild birthday on 
April 9, 2016 at the Magellan Hall with their parents Re-
anne and Troy, grandparents Remy and Dr. Tony Solo-
mon, relatives, and closed friends in Sacramento, CA.

APRIL 23



as AARP’s Ambassador of Caregiv-
ing.  He began his speech by shar-
ing a few anecdotes about his sim-
ple life after the army.  Paraphrasing 
one of General Taguba’s interesting 
experiences:  After the military and 
later becoming eligible for Medi-
care, he submitted for his entitle-
ment.  The agency’s clerk looked at 
him and saw just an ordinary Fili-
pino. He was asked to prove his U. 
S. citizenship.  He was instructed to 
obtain additional proofs from the 
social security office.  Instead of 
showing his irritation, he proceeded 
to obtain the required paperwork to 
satisfy the Medicare office.  He hu-
morously asked the clerk, once he 
was approved for Medicare, if he 
can be rest assured now that his citi-
zenship is proven legal.  The clerk 
reassured him.  As he walked away, 
the “profile” word came to mind. 
   He then shared his caregiving ex-
periences.  When he retired from 
the army as a Maj General, demen-

tia had robbed his father of his ba-
sic cognitive abilities and rendered 
him helpless.  Some symptoms of 
dementia his father exhibited were:  
forgetfulness, falling episodes, 
sneaking out of the house.  After a 
visit with the doctor, it was discov-
ered that his father suffered from a 
series of mini-strokes, which caused 
the falling episodes.  The General 
recommends that after the age of 65, 
one should ask for an appointment 
with a geriatric doctor.  A primary 
doctor will not be as knowledgeable 
about geriatric illness as a special-
ist.  Don’t settle with a primary care 
doctor.
   General Taguba’s father was a vet-
eran and was only receiving $500 a 
month, due in part to his refusal to 
visit the VA for 11 years.  His inabil-
ity to care for himself would have 
qualified him to receive an extra 
$2000 a month, had he visited the 
VA sooner.  With medical expenses 
mounting, his father’s savings were 
depleted.  So General Taguba and 
his siblings had to take care of the 
$5000 plus a month cost of home-
care for their father.  A nursing 
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Photos by Dale Esperante

Which Sacramento venue was 
the ideal place to host a retired 
Army Major-General who wished 
to speak to the Filipino American 
community comprised of veterans 
and civilians?  This question was 
answered when the community and 
the veterans all agreed to meet him 
at Magellan Hall.  American Legion 
Post 604 Commander Rick Rafanan 
and Filipino American Veterans As-
sociation (FAVA) President Richard 
aka Dick Weitzenberg spearheaded 
the arrangement to host the visit of 
retired army Major General Anto-
nio M. Taguba on 18 April 2016.

At approximately 7 p.m., Master of 
Ceremonies (MC) Dick Weitzen-
berg asked all to rise for the national 
anthems (American and Filipino).  
The FAVA choir, all veterans, stood 
next to the flags and proudly sang 
the anthems.  MC Dick followed 
the anthems by introducing the first 
speaker, Cynthia Bonta.
   Cynthia is also known to our com-
munity as the mother of State As-
sembly Member Ron Bonta.  She is 
also a past president of the Philippine 
National Day Association (PNDA).  
She thanked the American Asso-
ciation of Retired Persons (AARP) 
for bringing to us our distinguished 
guest, Maj Gen Taguba.  She also 
acknowledged the presence of the 
Filipino American National His-
torical Society (FANHS), PNDA, 
and Sacramento’s community lead-
ers, i.e., Derek Ledda, Sarah Enloe, 
Remy Solomon, and Leila Pereira 
amongst others.  She thanked and 
welcomed all who came to this im-
portant town hall event.
   Before introducing the next 
speaker, MC Dick acknowledged 
the presence of Will Williams, the 
Commander of The American Le-
gion District 6.  He also acknowl-
edged the president of the local 
Elks Lodge, Conrad De Castro.  

MC Dick introduced the next speak-
er, Cecilia Gaerlan, the Founder and 
Executive Director of the Bataan 
Legacy Historical Society (BLHS).  
Cecilia drew inspiration from her 
father, a Bataan survivor and also a 
member of the 41st Infantry Regi-
ment.  Growing up, she didn’t re-
alized the hardship her father lived 
through in WWII.  Her dad didn’t 
talk much about the war.  When she 
found out later of the sufferings un-
dergone by her dad and his WWII 
comrades, it fueled her to establish 
BLHS.  She emphasized that the 
Philippines was a commonwealth 
territory of the United States before 
WWII.  Six hours after Pearl Har-
bor was attacked by the Japanese 
military, the Japanese targeted the 
Philippines with an onslaught of 
hostile military forces.  The ma-
jority of American armed forces to 
defend the Philippines at the time 
consisted mostly of Filipinos.  Out 
of approximately 140 thousand de-
fenders of the Philippines, Filipinos 
numbered up to 119 thousand sol-
diers while approximately 20 thou-
sand American soldiers originated 

By Dale Esperante

Major General Antonio M. Taguba
AARP Community Ambassador

from the United States.  Because of 
Hitler’s advance in Europe, a con-
versation between the United States 
and the British governments decided 
not to send reinforcements to the war 
in Asia, specifically the Philippines.  
This decision contributed to the 
downfall of the Bataan forces.  The 
toll of the Bataan March amounted 
to the deaths of ten thousand Filipi-
nos and seven hundred fifty Ameri-
cans.  Camp O’Donnell became the 
prisoner of war camp housing most 
of the Bataan marchers.  Because of 
the enemy force’s brutality and the 
harsh condition of the camp, about 
twenty thousand Filipinos and six-
teen hundred Americans perished at 
this prison camp. 
   Cecilia continued that since 2014, 
the BLHS has been working to im-
plement the Filipino’s context of the 
Bataan history into the American ed-
ucational system.  They are working 
to add it to the curriculum of grades 
10 and 11.  The support of the Filipi-
no American community is urgently 
needed to have this implementation 
succeed.  Bataan history was written 
by American reporters building up 
their own contributions but down-
playing the role of the heroic contri-
butions of the Filipino soldiers who 
fought under the American flag.  
This deliberate exclusion resulted in 
the Filipino veterans being denied 
their entitled benefits as members of 
the American forces.  Five months 
after WWII, the United States gov-
ernment passed the 1st and 2nd 
Rescission Acts, officially denying 
benefits to the Filipino veterans. 
   Cecilia is asking all of us to “unite 
to restore the honor and dignity of 
those who died in Bataan.”  As a 
community, we must indeed unite 
to ensure the contributions of WWII 
Filipinos who fought for the Ameri-
cans are recognized by the world, 
especially by the United States gov-
ernment.  Maraming Salamat to Ce-
cilia Graelan and the BLHS.
   MC Dick then announced that a 
presentation was held at the Capitol 
“this morning.”  Assembly Member 
Ron Bonta presented a Joint Reso-
lution to award the Congressional 
Gold Medal of Honor to WWII Fili-
pino veterans.  Ron Bonta addressed 
the audience and shared the progress 
of the aforementioned joint resolu-
tion.
   Up next, West Sacramento Mayor 
Chris Cabaldon faced the audience 
and looked around the room, proud-
ly recognizing the presence of the 
National representatives of AARP, 
State Assemblyman Ron Bonta, and 
retired Major General Antonio Tagu-
ba, along with the local community 
leaders, all in the same room.  He 
once stood here as a youngster, long 
before he became a mayor, not fore-
seeing that a day like today would 
happen in the heart of Magellan 
Hall.  He then proudly introduced 
the man of the hour, Retired Army 
Major General Antonio M. Taguba.

General Taguba retired from the mil-
itary on January 1, 2007, after serv-
ing 37 years on active duty. Then 
AARP came calling, asking him to 
be their national community ambas-
sador.  He came tonight specifically 

home would have cost $10,000 and 
more a month.  His father eventually 
died at a foster care home.  Foster 
Care Homes do feed and bathe their 
residents.  However, there have been 
reports that some foster homes have 
had dubious feeding practices.  Ac-
cording to one report, “one foster 
home fed only bologna sandwiches, 
daily, to one resident.”  If your only 
option for your aging parent is a 
foster home, research the facility’s 
caregiving practices online and by 
requesting a “walk through” with the 
administrator.  If possible, interview 
family members of residents and 
the residents themselves about their 

experiences with the home.  For 
your loved one’s sake, scrutinize the 
health, safety, caregiving practices, 
and all necessary licenses and ac-
creditations prior to making any type 
of commitments.
   When the Taguba siblings re-
viewed the funeral plan paid for by 
their father, they discovered that the 
casket he bought was made out of 
Styrofoam.  So the siblings decided 
to chip in and pay $10,000 more for 
a proper burial.

The General gave us 5 things to 
know:
-AARP has a “Caregiver Resource 
Guide” that is available for every-
one.  Get this.
-There will be no inheritance money 
because it will be spent on caregiv-
ing.
-Let Love prevail and not Anger.  
Your children will sense your feel-
ings.  When it is their turn to take 
care of you, let them feel Love.
-Check out the VA Caregiving Sup-
port.  VA disability veteran benefits 
may be passed on to the spouse.  SB 
675 was signed by California Gov-

ernor Brown last October.  This 
requires hospital records to have 2 
caregiver names and contact info, 
just in case of a hospital transfer.  
The hospital is required to inform 
the caregiver.
-Take care of yourself because care-
giving is a 24/7 experience.
Caregiving at home, talk to your 
love one who has dementia.  It will 
stimulate your love one’s thoughts 
and memory.  A care home may not 
have time to do this.
   General Taguba asked a couple 
of audience members to share their 
caregiving experiences.  Both re-
counted their experiences with their 
loving parents before they passed 
away.  First, Jay Paular stated, “We 
don’t plan to fail, we fail to plan.”  
Secondly, Beep Alo promised to 
learn all the valuable AARP infor-
mation to share with her children.  
She urged everyone to open this 
discussion with their children.  If 
anyone is shy to do this, just call 
Beep and she will open a discussion 
with your children for you. 
   The General then talked about the 
need to educate the public about 
what happened in the Philippines 
during WWII.  The war ended in 
December 1946 which also ended 
the recognition due the Filipino 
soldiers, even though they fought 
as soldiers of a United States com-
monwealth territory.  
   The joint resolution to award the 
Congressional Gold Medal of Hon-
or to WWII Filipino soldiers will 
require signatures from 67 senators 
and 218 legislators.  So far only a 
handful of senators and 87 out of 
218 legislators have signed to pass 
this resolution.  California has 53 
congressional members and only 
24 have signed.  It has been seven 
years since this resolution was orig-
inally introduced.  

General Taguba said that we must 
have this Bill passed this year!  Our 
WWII Filipino veterans are slowly 
fading away.  Let us not allow this 
Bill to fade away as well.  Passing 
it will be a monumental reminder 
to all freedom loving peoples of 
the world that in WWII, Filipinos 
fought alongside the Americans for 
the defense of an American terri-
tory, the Philippines.  The Filipinos 
embraced their conscription into the 
American military forces, e .g., 41st 
Infantry Regiment (Cecilia’s dad) 
and 45th Infantry Regiment (Gen 
Taguba’s dad).  Let us get this Bill 
passed and call it a “Labor of Love” 
by our community and supporters.  
He then shared the Army Creed, “I 
will never quit…”

AARP and Cal Vet representatives 
spoke briefly.  At approximately 
8:40 p.m., I left Magellan Hall with 
invaluable information to share 
with our Philippine Fiesta readers.

Retired Army Major-General Antonio M. Taguba speak to the Filipino American 
community.
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Standard Situation
Are you familiar with F-A-S-T? 
FAST is a four-letter word inter-
nationally utilized standard in as-
sessing stroke. F stands for Face. In 
performing physical assessment, let 
the person smile and look for facial 
asymmetry. If there is facial droop the 
victim may have stroke. A stands for 
Arms. Let the person raise both up-
per extremities and look if one falls 
down before 10 seconds. If one of 
the arms falls down, the victim may 
have stoke. S stands for Speech. Let 
the person speak and observe if there 
is slurring. If the victim is slurred or 
aphasic, he may have stroke. T stands 
for Time. Investigate when was the 
last time the victim seen normal? If 
the stroke happened within the 3 to 
4-hour treatment window, the victim 
can be TPA candidate. After deter-
mining these four important standard 
assessment it is high time to call 911. 
911 is the standard number dialed by 
people in the United States in times of 
emergency. It offers three importance 
services: EMS, Fire, and Police.

Nursing Care Standard
Generally, a standard is an acknowl-
edged measure of comparison for 
quantitative or qualitative value, cri-
terion, or norm. Specifically, nursing 
standard is a measure by which nurs-
ing care can be judged or compared. 
A nursing standard can be a target or a 
gauge. When used as a target, a stan-
dard is a planning tool. When used 
as a gauge against which to evaluate 
performance a standard is a control 
device. Nursing care standard is a 
descriptive statement of desired qual-
ity against which to evaluate nursing 
care. It is a guideline. A guideline is 
a recommended path to safe conduct, 
an aid to professional performance.

Characteristics of Standard
Standards must be realistic, accept-
able, attainable, standards of nursing 
care must be developed by members 
of the nursing profession; preferable 
nurses practicing at the direct care 
level with consultation of experts in 
the domain, standards must be under-
standable and stated in unambiguous 
terms, standards must be based on 
current knowledge and scientific prac-
tice. Standards must be reviewed and 
revised periodically. And one must re-
member that standards that work are 
objective, acceptable, achievable and 
flexible.

Purposes of Standards
Setting standard is the first step in 
structuring evaluation system, stan-
dards give direction and provide 
guidelines for performance of nurs-
ing staff, standards provide a baseline 
for evaluating quality of nursing care, 
standards help improve quality of 
nursing care, increase effectiveness 
of care and improve efficiency, stan-
dards may help justify demands for 
resources association, and standards 
may help nursing to define clearly 
different levels of care.

Sources of Nursing Care Standards
Professional organization, licensing 
bodies, institutions and health care 
agencies, department institutions, 
patient care units, government units 

at National, State and Local Govern-
ment units, and individual.

Ends and Means Standards
Nursing care standards can be di-
vided into ends and means. The ends 
standards are patient-oriented; they 
describe the change as desired in a 
patient’s physical status or behavior. 
The means standards are nursing ori-
ented, they describe the activities and 
behavior designed to achieve the ends 
standards. Ends (or patient outcome) 
standards require information about 
the patients. A means standard calls 
for information about the nurses’ per-
formance.

Legal Significance of Standards
Standards of care are guidelines 
by which nurses should practice. If 
nurses do not perform duties within 
accepted standards of care, they may 
place themselves in jeopardy of legal 
action. Malpractice suit against nurs-
es are based on the charge that the pa-
tient was injured as a consequence of 
the nurses’ failure to meet the appro-
priate standards of care. Malpractice 
is defined as improper, illegal, or neg-
ligent professional activity or treat-
ment, especially by a medical practi-
tioner, lawyer, or public official.

Standards of Practice for Cultur-
ally Competent Nursing Care 
A task force of the Expert Panel for 
Global Nursing and Health of the 
American Academy of Nursing, along 
with members of the Transcultural 
Nursing Society, has developed a set 
of standards for cultural competence 
in nursing practice. The aim of this 
project was to define standards that 
can be universally applied by nurses 
around the world in the areas of clini-
cal practice, research, education, and 
administration, especially by nurses 
involved in direct patient care. 
Standard 1:  SOCIAL JUSTICE. Pro-
fessional nurses shall promote social 
justice for all. The applied principles 
of social justice guide decisions of 
nurses related to the patient, fam-
ily, community, and other health care 
professionals.  Nurses will develop 
leadership skills to advocate for so-
cially just policies.
Standard 2. CRITICAL REFLEC-
TION. Nurses shall engage in critical 
reflection of their own values, beliefs, 
and cultural heritage in order to have 
an awareness of how these qualities 
and issues can impact culturally con-
gruent nursing care.
Standard 3. KNOWLEDGE of CUL-
TURES. Nurses shall gain an under-
standing of the perspectives, tradi-
tions, values, practices, and family 
systems of culturally diverse indi-
viduals, families, communities and 
populations for whom they care, as 
well as a knowledge of the complex 
variables that affect the achievement 
of health and well-being.
Standard 4. CULTURALLY COM-
PETENT PRACTICE. Nurses shall 
use cross cultural knowledge and cul-
turally sensitive skills in implement-
ing culturally congruent nursing care. 
Standard 5. CULTURALLY COM-
PETENCE IN HEALTHCARE SYS-
TEM AND ORGANIZATIONS. 
Healthcare organizations should 
provide the structure and resources 
necessary to evaluate and meet the 
cultural and language needs of their 
diverse clients.
Standard 6. PATIENT ADVOCACY 
AND EMPOWERMENT. Nurses 
shall recognize the effect of health-
care policies, delivery system and re-

sources on their patient populations, 
and shall empower and advocate for 
their patients as indicated.
Standard 7. MULTICULTURAL 
WORKFORCE. Nurses shall ac-
tively engage in the effort to ensure 
a multicultural workforce in health 
care settings. One measure to achieve 
a multicultural workforce is through 
strengthening of recruitment and re-
tention effort in the hospital and aca-
demic setting.
Standard 8.  EDUCATION AND 
TRAINING IN CULTURALLY 
COMPETENT CARE. Nurses shall 
be educationally prepared to promote 
and provide culturally congruent 
health care.
Standard 9. CROSS CULTURAL 
COMMUNICATION. Nurses shall 
use culturally competent verbal and 
nonverbal communication skills to 
identify client’s values, beliefs, prac-
tices, perceptions, and unique health-
care needs.
Standard 10. CROSS CULTURAL 
LEADERSHIP. Nurses shall have 
the ability to influence individuals, 
groups and systems to achieve posi-
tive outcomes of culturally compe-
tent care for diverse populations.
Standard 11: POLICY DEVELOP-
MENT. Nurses shall have the knowl-
edge and skills to work with public 
and private organizations, profes-
sional associations and communities 
to establish policies and standards for 
comprehensive implementation and 
evaluation of culturally competent 
care.
Standard 12: EVIDENCE-BASED 
PRACTICE AND RESEARCH. 
Nurses shall base their practice on in-
terventions that have been systemati-
cally tested and shown to be the most 
effective for the culturally diverse 
populations that they serve.

ABCs of Cost-Effective Quality 
Care
The purpose of this topic is to explain 
to the professional nurse: what qual-
ity assurance is in the healthcare set-
ting, the role the nursing staff plays 
in achieving quality assurance mea-
sures, and how both the client and the 
healthcare setting benefit from qual-
ity assurance measures.

Quality Assurance
What then is meant by quality assur-
ance and why is quality assurance 
important to end-users?
Assurance is defined as: State of be-
ing assured or sure. Quality assur-
ance provides the means of assessing 
quality as well as a process to ensure 
quality improvement. The double-
edged sword presented by quality 
assurance of being cost-effective and 
patient outcome-oriented presents 
a challenge for the patients seeking 
quality care and the healthcare pro-
viders striving to meet patients’ ex-
pectations at a reasonable cost.

Quality Care
Nurses play a large role, especially 
registered nurses, in the provision 
of quality assurance in the health-
care setting. The American Nurses 
Association has launched Nursing’s 
Patient Safety and Quality Initiative, 
a series of activities that provides a 
step toward public accountability. 
The ultimate goal of this venture is 
to support the nurse’s ability, oppor-
tunity, and value in the provision of 
quality, safe patient care.

Quality Measurement
The ANA’s initiative is geared toward 

empirically testing nursing sensitive 
quality indicators, forming collabora-
tions with acute care settings, devel-
oping accurate methods for data col-
lection, and educating patients about 
nursing. Exploration of relationships 
among RN staffing, length of stay, 
and patient outcomes was sought by 
a research study funded by the ANA. 
This study and the first Nursing Re-
port Card study used five outcome 
measures including length of stay, 
pneumonia, post-op infections, pres-
sure ulcers, and urinary tract infec-
tions as the basis for measurement. 
Both studies found that nurse staffing 
had a statistically significant impact 
on the outcome and prevention of 
these five factors.
   Consistent associations of nurse 
staffing and patient outcomes are 
found across the board. Furthermore, 
it has been found in several instances 
that cutting staff, particular registered 
nurses, can lengthen hospital stay and 
increase patient complications, which 
in the end increase costs to the facil-
ity.  In this way, nursing care can be 
quantified as an essential part of opti-
mal patient care.

Quantifying Quality
Quality assurance is an abstract idea 
that must use concrete findings for 
measurement.  Quality is a percep-
tion that can only be quantified us-
ing specific measurements. The most 
common measurements of quality in 
the healthcare setting are consumer 
satisfaction and perception. Other 
important measurements are nurse 
satisfaction and new emphasis on 
staffing. Improved patient outcomes 
have time and again been associated 
with involvement of registered nurses 
in the decision making process. 

Quality Indicators
There have to be ways to measure 
quality. 
Quality outcome indicators have tra-
ditionally been hospital readmission, 
length of stay, and mortality rates. 
Current studies have also used such 
data as medication error rates, patient 
falls, and occurrence of pressure ul-
cers, infection rates, and patient com-
plaints. 
   Ten nursing-sensitive quality indi-
cators have been identified.  These 
indicators include: staff skill mix, 
staffing levels, maintenance of skin 
integrity, patient injury rate, noso-
comial infection rate, nursing staff 
satisfaction, patient satisfaction with 
pain management, patient satisfaction 
with educational information, patient 
satisfaction with overall care, and pa-
tient satisfaction with nursing care.
   Another peripheral indicator is 
thought to be total nursing hours 
provided per patient day. JCAHO ac-
creditation mandates that a minimum 
level of nursing staff must be main-
tained and is relevant to better patient 
outcomes. 

Quality Testing
One way to assure quality outcomes 
as they apply in nursing care is to test 
nurses for competency.  In fact, JCA-
HO (Joint Commission on Accredi-

tation of Healthcare Organizations) 
has instituted specific requirements 
to assess staff competency. JCAHO 
was founded in 1951 to improve pa-
tient care outcomes. Healthcare pro-
viders, numbering in the thousands 
utilize JCAHO to acquire accredita-
tion. Some consider JCAHO to be the 
“gold standard” in health care. Testing 
nurses for competency to assure qual-
ity outcomes as they apply to nursing 
care is accomplished by observation 
or monitoring of nurses during job 
performance in healthcare settings 
across the country; JCAHO achieves 
this through skills assessment.

JCAHO states that skills assessment 
must include one of three meth-
ods: observation of staff performing 
routine testing, observation of staff 
performing a test on an unknown 
specimen, monitoring a user’s quali-
ty-control performance, due to these 
requirements, verbal and written as-
sessment of problem-solving skills is 
not sufficient. Testing of staff compe-
tency is one way to perform quality 
assessment with specific measure-
ments in mind.

N.B.: Stronger nursing leadership is 
linked to nursing retention.  Leaders 
must be communicators, team build-
ers, change agents, and analytical 
thinker. 

Nurses’ Leadership Role in Quality 
Assurance
Seven components to be addressed 
for nursing to take a leadership role in 
quality assurance:  nurses in all areas 
of health care must use technology 
and information systems to monitor 
patients, access records, order ser-
vices and supplies, coordinate care, 
and measure quality.  Computer lit-
eracy is a must for this component, as 
healthcare becomes more dependent 
on technology, nursing must focus on 
collaboration rather than competition, 
negotiate mutually beneficial rela-
tionships, and embrace cultural di-
versity in order to thrive, nurses must 
invest their time and efforts to remain 
proficient, as the nursing scope of 
practice continues to grow, nurses are 
being recognized more and more as 
managers of non-licensed staff. There 
is a view that quality of care will be 
related more to management skills 
of team leaders and collaboration of 
team members rather than clinical 
skills, nursing must become more 
politically involved in decision mak-
ing.  Decisions about quality patient 
care are made when decisions about 
regulation of health care settings, in-
surers, and providers are made, nurs-
ing must take a leadership role in 
quality improvement and outcomes 
research activities, and the holistic 
view of patient care from the nursing 
standpoint recognizes the patient as a 
whole being so that quality of care is 
not affected by the dehumanization of 
technological advances. 

Nurses and Quality Assurance
Not only is there a holistic approach 
to patient care by the nursing staff, 

By Gabriel Ortigoza, PhD

EMBRACING GLOBAL STANDARDS 
TOWARDS QUALITY NURSING CARE
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At the age of just 20, 
Mark Magsayo is 
bidding to replace 

Manny Pacquiao as the dar-
ling of Filipino boxing.
In terms of a nation embracing a fight-
er - or, for that matter, a sportsman - 
being billed an heir to Pacquiao pres-
ents the very biggest of metaphorical 
thrones to sit on. So adored is ‘Pac 
Man’ that he’s moved smoothly (or 
not so smoothly) into politics over 
the twilight of his boxing career.
   He may have lost the ‘Fight of the 
Century’ against Floyd Mayweather, but 
Pacquiao officially retired in the wake of 
April’s points victory over Timothy Brad-
ley as the sport’s only eight-division world 
champion having won 58 of his 66 profes-
sional contests.
      Of course, the Philippines already has 
other fighters on the world scene such 
as four-weight world champion Nonito 
Donaire (37-3-KO24) - but while the ex-
ploits of ‘The Filipino Flash’ will no doubt 
shine brighter now, a significant proportion 
of hopes will be transferred to Magsayo.

On April 23, Donaire and Magsayo (14-
0-KO11) fought on the same bill in their 
home country. Donaire was defending 
his WBO world super-bantamweight title 
against Zsolt Bedak, while Magsayo took 
on former Carl Frampton victim, Chris 

Mark Magsayo

By Isaac Robinson

Mark Magsayo set to inherit Manny Pacquiao’s crown

Avalos, with a jump up the WBO feather-
weight rankings at stake.
   Both excelled in what could be seen as 
auditions. Needless to say, Donaire and 
Magsayo are in different weight divisions 
and are not mutually exclusive in terms of 
support, and both ended thrilling contests 
with stoppage victories.
   Donaire has mixed it with the very best, 
of course. Aside from a points defeat in 
his second professional bout, the 33-year-
old has only lost at the very top; outma-
noeuvred on points by the slick Guillermo 
Rigondeaux in April 2013 and then blasted 
out in six rounds by Nicholas Walters in 
October 2014.
   The defeat against Walters simply rep-
resented a step too far for Donaire, who 
was fighting a featherweight who has since 

stepped up to super-
featherweight. Two 
quick-fire stoppage 
victories later, he 
was back at 122lbs 
to claim a world su-
per-bantamweight 
crown by outpoint-
ing Cesar Juarez.

If Donaire cares to 
become the national 
boxing hero (and 
there’s no sugges-
tion it’s something 
keeping him up at 
night), he faces a 

problem in that so much 
of his greatness has been overlooked while 
Pacquiao ran amok; overlooked not just by 
his countrymen but by the world in general. 
Conversely, Magsayo is just starting as Pac-
quiao is finishing.
   Although officially there’s less than an inch 
in height between them, Magsayo seems nat-
urally rangier than Pacquiao was. Pacquiao 
won his first world title at flyweight, while 
Magsayo has weighed in for all his profes-
sional contests to date as a featherweight. 
He’s likely to move up soon enough as he 
continues to grow ‘into his body’.
   
The youngster served up drama aplenty 
against Avalos. The Cebu crowd were en-
joying their man’s aggression but were sud-
denly aghast in the third round, when Avalos 
(26-5-KO19) felled the home fighter with a 

left hook. Magsayo made the sign of the 
cross and rose to his feet to grimly sur-
vive the remaining minute and a half of 
the session.
   Having consolidated in the fourth, Mag-
sayo found a sweet counter-left of his 
own to wobble Avalos late in the fifth. 
The ruthless manner in which he capi-
talised - throwing left hooks and right 
hooks with fluency - evoked memories of 
Pacquiao on the charge. At the bell that 
briefly postponed his defeat, Avalos was 
leaning stunned on the ropes, the crowd 
going wild.
   
With fans baying for an emphatic finish, 
it took him a minute of the sixth to truly 
find the American again but when he did, 
a brutal four-punch combination was in-
terrupted by a towel sailing in from the 
visiting corner.
   It wasn’t polished and it was fraught 
with danger and adversity, but Magsayo 
had once again exhibited a style in victory 
that is bound to attract attention, sponsors 
and support... just as he did on his US 
debut in October 2015, when he stopped 
Yardley Suarez inside the opening round.

Pacquiao’s career benefited from broad-
ening exposure when he stole the under-
card on Lennox Lewis v Mike Tyson with 
a second-round stoppage of Jorge Eliecer 
Julio. He was 23 at the time. Whether he 
is a worthy heir or not, Magsayo’s intro-
duction to the big stage may come even 
sooner.

nurses are at a great advantage to work with 
quality assurance due to the comparatively sig-
nificant amount of time spent with patients and 
studies have concluded that the largest percent 
of patient satisfaction comes from care they re-
ceived directly related to nursing interaction. 
Without an organizational culture that provides 
support and access for the nurse to pursue av-
enues of improvement, quality assurance and 
better outcomes may be lost. 

Maintaining Quality Assurance
A nurse is the coordinator of care for the pa-
tient.  However, there are some factors that re-
strain some employees from providing optimal 
care such as: lack of time due to larger patient 
assignments, staff ratios, increased patient acu-
ity, desire to remain within a comfort zone and 
avoid change, the tendency to seek others for 
blame, and the defensive attitude found in re-
sponse to the legal environment. 

Assembly Bill 394
California’s nurse-to-patient ratio law, as 
known as Assembly Bill 394, was passed by 
the California Legislature and signed into law 
by Governor Gray Davis in 1999. When Gover-
nor Davis signed the bill on October 10, 1999, 
he accompanied the measure with a message 
which read, in part, “Registered nurses are criti-
cal component in guaranteeing patient safety 
and the highest quality health care. Over the 
past several years many hospitals, in response 
to managed care reimbursement contracts, have 
cut costs by reducing their licensed nursing 
staff. In some cases, the ratio of licensed nurses 
to patients has resulted in erosion in the quality 
of patient care.”

The required ratios for acute care: Intensive/
Critical Care 1:2, Neonatal Intensive Care 1:2, 
Operation Room 1:1, Post-Anesthesia Recovery 
1:2, Labor and Delivery 1:2, Antepartum 1:4, 
Postpartum Couplets 1:4, Postpartum Women 
Only 1:6, Pediatrics 1:4, Emergency Room 

1:4, ICU Patients in ER 1:2, Trauma patients in 
ER 1:1, Step Down in 2008 1:3, Telemetry 1:4, 
Medical/Surgical 1:5, and Psychiatric 1:6

Principles of Management
Management principles are guidelines for the 
decisions and actions of managers.
Division of Labor – the whole work is divided 
into small tasks. Authority and Responsibility 
(Authority means the right of a superior to give 
order to his subordinates; responsibility means 
obligation for performance). Discipline – refers 
to obedience, proper conduct in relation to oth-
ers, respect of authority. Unity of Command – 
each subordinate should receive orders and be 
accountable to one and only one superior. Unity 
of Direction – all those working in the same line 
of activity must understand and pursue the same 
objectives. Subordination of Individual Interest 
to the Interest of Majority – the interest of the or-
ganization must prevail over the personal inter-
est of individuals. Remuneration – workers must 
be paid sufficiently as this is a chief motivation 
of employees and therefore greatly influenced 
productivity. Centralization – concentration of 
decision making authority at the top manage-
ment. Scalar Chain (Line of Authority) – re-
fers to the chain of superiors ranging from top 
management to the lowest rank. Order – social 
order ensures the fluid operation of a company 
through authoritative procedure.
Material order ensures safety and efficiency in 
the workplace. Equity – managers should be fair 
and impartial when dealing with employees, giv-
ing equal attention towards all employees. Sta-
bility of Tenure – personnel must not frequently 
enter and exit the organization. Avoid quick turn-
over of staff. Initiative – is a source of strength 
for the organization because it provides new and 
better ideas. Esprit de Corps – refers to the need 
of managers to ensure and develop morale in the 
workplace, team spirit.

The Institute of Medicine defines health care 
quality by six attributes: Safety - patients should 

not be harmed by the care that is intended to help 
them. Patient-Centered - care should be based on 
individual needs. Timely - waits and delays in 
care should be reduced. Effective - care should 
be evidence-based. Efficient - reduce waste. Eq-
uitable - care should be equal for all people

Kaiser Permanente South Sacramento Simply the 
Best Cultural Transformation
Our Service Standards empower each of us to 
make informed decisions that consistently sup-
port out Common Purpose (Simply the Best). 
They are prioritized standards that can be used as 
a platform for decision making.
Safety – I create a secure environment and pro-
tect everyone from potential harm. Efficiency – I 
deliver a valuable and quality experience by us-
ing our resources effectively and avoiding waste. 
Compassion – I treat everyone as they would 
want to be treated. Excellence – I commit to con-
sciously exceed all expectations. And Integrity – I 
am ethical, honest, and respectful in all that I do.

Recapitulation
Nursing Standard is a measure or measures by 
which nursing care can be judged or compared; 
the measures used are agreed upon by common 

consent. Standards for an agreed level of care 
for a particular purpose should be derived and 
set in a democratic way, with the participation 
of all those involved.
   Quality Health Care is easily defined as do-
ing the right thing (getting the health care ser-
vices you need), at the right time (when you 
need it), in the right way (using the appropriate 
test or procedure), to achieve the best possible 
results.

Conclusion
As the most trusted profession in the world for 
14 consecutive years, we, the nurses, should 
make sure our nursing standards are updated, 
acceptable, and globally competitive to pro-
vide quality care beyond what is expected; and 
let us continue to serve humanity with love.
   Happy 91st CCINAA Anniversary & 27th 
Loreto D. Tupaz Memorial Lecture. God bless 
us all.
Mabuhay!
(The above lecture was delivered by the au-
thor during the 91st CCINAA & 27th Loreto 
D. Tupaz Memorial Lecture on 18 April 2016 
at Amigo Terrace Hotel in Iloilo City, Philip-
pines)
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After four months, Miss Universe 
2015 Pia Alonzo Wurtzbach con-
firmed last Thursday night that she 
is really dating “Sexiest Doctor 
Alive” Dr. Mikhail Varshavski.

“I’m dating. I’ve dodged this 
question in a lot of interviews for 
you. He’s adjusting to the Filipino 
ways a lot because it’s very differ-
ent, the culture is very different. 
I had to explain to him how it is 
in the Philippines, kung papaano 
ba manligaw. Alam ba nya kung 
ano ang ibig sabihin ng panliligaw? 
Ginagawa naman n’ya. He’s a true gentle-
man,” said Wurtzbach, during an interview 
for an episode in “Tonight With Boy Abun-
da” aired over ABS-CBN.
   “Medyo naninibago rin ako sa kanya kasi 
iba ’yung kultura nila. At naninibago rin 
sya sa akin because medyo reserved ako. 
May barrier ako eh. Sya naman dahil duon 
sya lumaki, straightforward sya. May mga 
adjustments but so far, everything is OK,” 
Wurtzbach said.
   Wurtzbach also said that the Russian doc-
tor has been very understanding about her 
situation. She told him that her duties as the 
reigning Miss Universe are her priorities 
these days.
   “I assure you guys, masakit sa kanya pero 
sinabi ko talaga sa kanya na ito ang num-
ber one priority ko,” said Wurtzbach, as she 
pointed to her Miss Universe sash.
   Wurtzbach also said that Varshavski want-
ed to visit the country soon. “He is busy 
now but I know he would like to visit the 
Philippines.”
   Last month, Dr. Mike confirmed he is in 
a “fairly new relationship” with the beauty 
queen.

Miss ‘U’ BFFs
Wurtzbach said that she is so excited to 
reunite with her best friends in the Miss 
Universe pageant at the Binibining Pilipi-
nas grand coronation night to be held at the 
Smart Araneta Coliseum in Cubao, Quezon 
City tomorrow, April 17.
   “Miss USA Olivia Jordan is coming to 
Manila. It’s her first time here and finally 
she’s going to watch the pageant,” said 
Wurtzbach, during an 18-minute live Fa-
cebook chat with her fans from around the 
world. The chat earned 268,447 views.
   Jordan placed third at the 64th Miss Uni-
verse contest in Las Vegas, Nevada last De-
cember 20, 2015. She is now the roommate 
of Wurtzbach in New York City.
   “I wish we will have more time and take 
her around so that we can go to the beach 
and have some fun but we’ve got work to 
do,” Wurtzbach said.
   “She has also work to do because the Miss 
USA pageant is coming soon, so she’s also 

Manila Philippines - Miss 
Universe 2015 Pia Wurtzbach 
believes that “Dolce Amore” 
lead star Liza Soberano “can 
still train” to become a beau-
ty queen.
In a round-table interview organized by 
Binibining Pilipinas on Thursday, 26-
year-old Wurtzbach was asked why she 
said last January that Soberano is fit for 
the crown.

(Pia thinks Liza Soberano could be 
Miss Universe)

“Beauty of face. Maganda talaga,” she 
quipped. “When I was asked at that 
time, it was just very quick, at the top 
of my head. I thought of commercial 
beauty na papasa na Pilipina pa rin 
siya, at ‘yon ang naisip ko.”

“She’s young, and she can still train,” 
she added.
  According to 
Wurtzbach, there 
are many other 
celebrities who 
have the potential 
to become beauty 
queens aside from 
Soberano.

She admitted, how-
ever, that it could 
be a hard decision 
for these actress-
es because their 
showbiz careers 
would have to take 
a back seat.

Pia finally confirms dating Dr. Mike, to 
reunite with BFFs in Miss Universemga

busy like me,” the Filipino-German beauty 
queen said.
   Wurtzbach added that Miss Myanmar 
May Thaw and Miss Malaysia Vanessa Ku-
mares are also coming to watch the Binib-
ining Pilipinas contest.
   But Wurtzbach said that Miss China Yung 
Fang Xue could not make it due to visa 
problems.
   “Miss Myanmar and Miss Malaysia are 
also coming. I’m not kidding. They will 
watch Bb. Pilipnas and we miss each other 
so much. I miss my roommate Miss Myan-
mar. Miss China couldn’t make it because 
of visa problems. It was a short notice but 
it could have been a nice reunion,” Wurtz-
bach said.
   Sources said that Miss Universe Paula 
Shugart, president of the Miss Universe 
Organization, is also joining the girls in 
Manila.
   After the Bb. Pilipinas contest, Wurtzbach 
said that she will fly to Peru to crown 2016 
Miss Universe Peru next week. This will be 
her first time to visit the South American 
country.

PH as Miss ‘U’ host
Wurtzbach also said that she is actively 
campaigning for the 2016 Miss Universe 
pageant to be held in the Philippines.
   “It’s not a close deal yet. But I am active-
ly campaigning for it. All of us in the Miss 
Universe Organization, we want the Miss 
Universe pageant here in the Philippines. 
Ito ang No. 1 choice namin. No. 1 on our 
list. And we are really trying to find ways 
on making it happen.
   “How do we make that happen? We need 
the nod of the government. We need the 
help of the private sector. We need spon-
sors and people to get interested to reach 
out and unite to make it happen here. It 
would be such a pleasure for me to pass on 
my crown here in the Philippines. It would 
be great for tourism. It’s about time that we 
have it here,” she said.
   The last time the Miss Universe contest 
was staged in Manila was in 1994. It was 
in 1974 when the pageant was held for the 
first time in the Philippines.

Pia: Liza ‘can still train’ to become 
a beauty queen

Liza Soberano

Pia Alonzo Wurtzbach and Dr. Mikhail Varshavski
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The Filipino Family Fraternity
cordially invites you

2016 Emperatriz Sta. Elena 
& Emperador Constantino

Coronation and Ball
Saturday, May 21, 2016  6:00 p.m. - 10:30

Semi Formal     Donation $20.00
St. Paul Catholic Church Hall

8720 Florin Rd. Sacramento, CA 95828

Santa Cruzan
Sunday, May 22, 2016  12:00 noon - 5:00 pm

Hermanos & Hermanas 
Melchor and Carol Munar

Rey and Julie Oineza
Stanley and Edna Villanueva

FOR ADDITIONAL INFORMATION OR TICKETS, CALL:
  Dr. Nellie Umali (916) 215-4716 

Cleo Sabarre (916) 425-6809
Rose Basos (916) 381-3845

Mercy Guerrero (916) 681-6631
Memie Weitzenberg – (916) 482-5941 

 Aida Azurin – (916) 616-1040
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